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Arr. L—AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. PRO- 
CEEDINGS OF THE EIGHTIL ANNUAL MEETING 
HELD IN PHILADELPHIA, PA., MAY 1, 2, 3, 4, 1855. 

REPORTED FOR THE NEW JERSEY MEDICAL REPORTER 

On the morning of Tuesday, May Ist, at 11 o’clock, the Asso- 
ciation assembled in the spacious hall of the Musical Fund build 
ing, and at 11} A. M., was called to order by the President, Dr. 
C. A. Porr, of St. Louis, the Vice Presidents taking their seate 
on either hand of the President. The ex-Presidents were invited 
to take seats on the platform. 

Drs. KE. 8S. Lemorme, of Missouri, and francis West, of Penn... 
took their seats as Secretaries. 

Dr. Isaac Hays, of Philad., Chairman of the Committee of Ar- 
rangements, on behalf of the Profession of Philadelphia, eatended 
a cordial greeting to the members of the Association. Dr. Hays 
then stated that three hundred and thirty-seven delegates had 
registered their names. 

The Chair announced the business first in order, to be the call 
ing of the roll. 

It was suggested that cach delegate should rise to his feet as his 
name was called, which was approved. 

The following are the States represented and the number of 
delegates from each :— 
VOL, UI—JUNE—1 
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The means of illustration, in possession of the subscriber, will afford his office pupils very great 
facilities for the prosecution of thuir medical studies. 
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Maine 8; New Hampshire 7; Vermont 4; Massachusetts 53; 
Rhode Island 7; Connecticut 31; New York 76; New Jersey 29; 
Pennsylvania 124; Delaware 11; Maryland 30; District of ©o- 
lumbia 12; Virginia 18; North Carolina 5; South Carolina 17; 
Georgia 1; Alabama 4; Tennessee 4; Kentucky 8; Ohio 26; 
Indiana 5; Illinois $; Michigan 6; Iowa 1; Wisconsin 5; Mis- 
souri 5; U.S. Army 1; U.S. Navy 3; Parisian Med. Society 1. 
Total number of delegates, 510. 

The President, Dr. C. A. Porr, being called upon, delivered 
the annual address, ‘as follows :— 


Gentlemen: With feelings of grateful pleasure, I meet you, and 
greet you, on this occasion. 

For high and useful purposes, have we assembled from the wide 
extent of our beloved country. The elevation of a noble profes- 
sion—the promotion of science—the good of humanity—these have 
been, are, and will continue to be, the objects of our Association. 
Whether we have, thus far, done much or little, our sole aim has 
been the advancement of the best interests of our fellow men. I 
shall not assert that we have done as much as we might have 
done, or that the course hitherto pursued by us, is so perfect, as 
to admit of no improvement. Were such the fact, and were the 
Association a firmly established institution, | might have experi- 
enced more hesitation in the selection of a theme for the present 
occasion. And since we cannot, as yet, | think, urge such a claim, 
the few suggestions which | shall offer, are made with becoming 
diffidence, but at the same time with a deep sense of their impor- 
tance to the welfare and perpetuity of our Association. 

Some strictures on our proceedings, in medical and other jour- 
nals, have appeared within the last year, as well as in previous 
years. I shall not here blame the authors of them. They are, 
doubtless, as proud of our noble profession as we, and equally 
with us, anxious for the advancement of its interests and its honor. 
{ thank them for their suggestions. All of us are ready to hear 
them and to profit by them. If any more effectual mode of arri- 
ving at truth can be devised, than that which we have heretofore 
pursued, all of us are ready to follow it, and would rather thank 
than quarrel with those who may propose it. 

Physicians have an almost superhuman mission to fulfil. The 
goal of their ambition, and their hopes, and their duty, stands at 
the ultima thule of human capacity—nay, rather beyond it. It 
cannot, indeed, be said, that their duties are beyond their powers, 
but their ambition, their hopes, their wishes certainly are. They 
would gladly know, not only all the secrets of organization, but 
those also of physiology, pathology, and therapeutics. To arrive 
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at such knowledge, is, perhaps, beyond the attainment of the 
human mind. Multiform are the elements which enter into the 
problem of health and disease. Health, is, itself, a constant change 
of composition—diseases are ever-varying changes, supervening 
on this. 

Do we not know, with all our advancement, and after all the 
toil of our predecessors for two thousand years, the exact changes 
in which any disease, the fevers for instance, consists? And even 
when we shall have learned these, so as to understand them as 
well as the most ordinary chemical changes, the ever-varying 
character of most diseases, and the inward disturbing influences 
upon them, of the mental and moral emotions, would require to 
follow them a continued stretch and power of intellect of which 
it is doubtful if man be capable. This exactness of knowledge is 
not, I grant, necessary to the very successful practice of medicine. 
Our profession can render great and important services to man 
without it, but with it, it would be still more serviceable. To it 
our ambition tends. To this perfect knowledge we aspire. Al- 
though we may never reach, we can yet eternally approach it. 
In the vast region of our researches, there is no probability that 
human genius will ever, Alexander like, weep for the want of un- 
conquered provinces. Beyond the conquests of the future heroes 
of the profession, there will always be a boundless field for the 
ambitious and philanthropic explorer. In the language of a west- 
ern student, “the science of medicine, like the liver of Prome- 
thus, is sufficient to glut the eagles of all time.” 

The object of this Association is to do something to advance 
the profession towards the far-distant goal of perfection—to aid 
the solution of some of the problems and enigmas of life and organ- 
ization—to add some material to the growing temple, whose foun- 
dations were so firmly laid by the Coan sage—and to do its part, 
as best it may, in the cause of humanity. Nor do I think, that so 
far, it has altogether failed. Many valuable contributions to 
science have been elicited—professional ambition has been stimu- 
lated—an esprit-de-corps has been successfully evoked and estab- 
lished. The strength of the profession has acquired additional 
power by the union of its members. This Association has been 
to physicians, what the railroad and electric wires are to com- 
merece, and the interchange of useful knowledge to States and 
nations. It has made us one, and asI have just remarked, in 
unity there is power. This association has stimulated thought. 
Chaotic and void would forever remain the masses of facts accu- 
mulated by the observations of ages, but for the co-ordinating and 
logical power of reason. It sits in judgment on the silent phe- 
nomena, as a “refiner of gold, and a purifier of silver.” It forces 
the voiceless facts to mount the tripod of the oracle, and speak 
forth words of wisdom. The scalpel, the crucible, the microscope, 
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may be subsidiary to its purposes and ends, but they cannot sup- 
ply its place. Fixed and patient thought, in medicine, as in the 
other departments of science, is the Aladdin’s lamp that lights 
the footsteps of the discoverer. To stimulate attention and thought 
is to accelerate many a new discovery—to hasten the advent and 
establishment of important principles yet in the womb of the 
future. May not our Association do this more effectually than it 
has hitherto done? 

Let all the contributions be read and attentively considered. 
Such a course would certainly be more encouraging, as well as 
more respectful, to their authors. Let the reports be deliberately 
and fully discussed, and let them go forth to the world with the 
sanction or criticisms of the Association. This would require 
time, it is true, but if we have time to meet at all, surely a few 
days would make but little difference. The good that would be 
efiected would yield a tenfold compensation for the time employed. 
Every one must admit that three or four days is too short a time 
for the Association rightly to fulfil its annual mission. 

I would, moreover, respectfully suggest that time be taken for 
the discussion of some of the leading topics of medical philosophy. 
Amongst these, may be mentioned the nature, causes, and treat- 
ment of cholera, yellow fever, &c.,—hygiene, and the laws of 
health affecting masses of men—quarantine—the causes of mor- 
tality among children—the chemical and vital doctrines of life. 
Questions like these, indicated a year in advance for discussion, 
would excite a carefulness of investigation, and a degree of atten- 
tion and thought which could not fail to clear away much of the 
darkness and doubt in which they are yet shrouded. Nothing so 
sharpens the intellectual powers as public debate. It fixes atten- 
tion, and strains to the utmost every faculty. I have no hesitation 
in saying that facts enough have been accumulated to establish 
great and general principles, of which the medical world is yet in 
ignorance or doubt. Nothing would contribute more to demon- 
strate these principles than the collision of matured intellects in 
public debate. What a mass of facts, and argument, and demon- 
stration would be brought to bear, on any of the subjects alluded 
to, if some of the best minds in the protession were to debate them 
after a year’s preparation! Observed facts are the crude materi- 
als of science—the intellect is the master builder of its august 
temple. I make these suggestions for your consideration. All 
the scientific meetings in this country and in Europe, employ 
more time than ours has hitherto employed. Evidently we must 
protract our sessions, if we would render them as serviceable to 
science as they may be. No member of the Association will be 
required to remain longer than suits his wishes or convenience. 
Some fifty or sixty, more or less, would always be found to listen 
with eagerness to scientific papers, and engage with pleasure in 
scientific discussions. 
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The time has probable arrived, for a change in our plan of or- 
ganization, which will admit of the selection of a permanent place 
for the future meetings of the Association. There are evident ad- 
vantages incident to both the migratory and stationary plans. 
These might, perhaps, be easily reconciled and secured. A pro- 
poe if I mistake not, was made some years ago, by the 
smithsonian Institution, and I would respectfully suggest, whether 
it would not be in accordance with the best interests of the Asso- 
ciation, to hold biennial meetings in Washington, and the alter- 
nate ones, as now, at different points of our common country. 
We might thus secure all the advantages of a fixed abode, in the 
way of preserving the archives, making collections, etc., whilst by 
meeting in various localities, we could not fail to excite that 
wide-spread interest among the profession, and obtain such acces- 
sions of new members as would greatly enhance the high and 
useful objects of our Association. Should this proposal meet with 
your approbation, I would further intimate that policy would per- 
haps require the meetings of the Association at the National 
— to be held in the years of the short sessions of Congress. 

shall say but little of the legislative duties of the Association. 
I shall say nothing of the propriety or impropriety of getting laws 
passed to regulate the practice of medicine, and furnish standards 
for candidates for the Doctorate. Perhaps the Association can do 
but little in this respect. Ours is a popular government, and the 
people are disposed to allow the largest freedom in everything 
pertaining to medicine, medical schools, and physicians. Laws 
passed against quackery one year, are revoked the next. Our 
country is the paradise of quacks. All good things have their 
attendant evils, and this unbridled liberty is one of the evils of a 
popular govermnent. May we not hope, however, that even this 
evil may disappear, as general education and the cultivation of 
the masses advance? At any rate the people are not yet disposed 
to put down the quacks, nor to require too high a degree of quali- 
fication for those of the regular profession. After all, laws can 
make only mediocre physicians. They can require the candidates 
to know only so much—to be qualified to a certain degree; and 
this degree will always be far lower than that to which the true 
lovers of knowledge would attain, without any legislation on the 
subject. The greater lights of the profession cannot be manutfac- 
tured after any process of legislative enactment. Thirst of knowl- 
edge, self-love, philanthropy, burning ambition—these make the 
great physician and surgeon. These have made all the worthies 
of the past—not legislation. Legislation cannot drive the drone 
to the proud heights of professional eminence. When these 
heights are reached, it will be seen that the successful aspirant has 
been stimulated by a stronger power. 

To him the laurel blossoms of renown and the life-giving mission 
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of his art, are dearer and more attractive than was the mystic 
bough of the sibyl to the eager A£neas, or, than the golden apples, 
guarded by sleepless dragons, to the Hesperian daughters. 

Whatever course you may think proper to pursue, | am sure that 
your objects will be, the advancement of science—the good of 
mankind—the honor and glory of the profession. We have the 
dignity and character of a noble calling to sustain—of a profession 
which has numbered, for two thousand years and more, some of 
the wisest and best men in all countries and all times. It is no 
trivial matter tu sustain the rank and respectability of a vocation 
which can boast of a Hippocrates, a Harvey, a Hunter, of the 
most erudite and beneficent of sages and philanthropists the world 
ever saw—of a profession which has furnished to every nation its 
clarum et venerabile nomen. 

On the eve of the battle of the pyramids, Napoleon exclaimed, 
Soldiers! from the height of yon monuments forty centuries look 
down upon you. Gentlemen, from the heights of past ages, count- 
less worthies of our God-like profession point and beckon to a goal 
more elevated than that which attracts legislators and conquerors, 
Solons and Cvesars. 

On motion of Dr. J. B. Bippte, 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association are unanimously 
tendered to the President, for the able and eloquent address just 
delivered ; also, that a copy be obtained for publication. 

Dr. Hays stated that, in accordance with the plans of the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements, it would be necessary for the Convention 
to hold its sessions from 9 a. M. to 3 Pp. M., with one hour recess 
each day, which, on motion, was agreed to. 

A recess of fifteen minutes was now declared, to allow the 
assembling of the various State delegations for the purpose of 
appointing one member from each to serve in a committee to 
report nominations for permanent officers of the Association. 

On the re-assembling of the Convention, Dr. N.S. Davis, Vice 
President, in the chair, Dr. D. Francis Conpr moved that all 
permanent members who, through want of notification, had not 
paid their assessment, but who had subsequently paid, be re-in- 
stated to permanent membership. The reason for the motion was 
stated to be, the probable miscarriage of the notices, by which 
members had been caused to neglect the requirements of the Asso- 
ciation. 

Dr. Watson, of New York, said that he considered the resolu- 
tion passed at the last annual meeting in St. Louis, expelling those 
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who had not paid their assessments or dues, an infringement of 
the constitution: therefore, he could see no good reason for this 
motion, so long as that resolution stood. 

Dr. Connie rejoined, and quoted the provisions of the constita- 
tion, to show that if the payments were not made, permanent 
membership cannot be retained. 

Dr. Watson moved to amend the motion as follows :— 

Resolved, That no member of the Association shall be deprived 
of his privileges as a permanent member, by not contributing to 
pay the expenses of an annual meeting at which he is not present. 

Considerable discussion was elicited, during which, Dr. Wurre, 
of Buffalo, moved that the whole subject be referred to a commit- 
tee of three. Agreed to. 

The Chairman appointed Dr. White, of Buffalo, Dr. Watson, of 
New York, and Dr. Condie, of Philadelphia. 

The list of States was now called, and each delegation reported 
the name of its representative in the Nominating Committee as 
follows :— 

Maine, A. J. Fuller; New Hampshire, Silas Cummings; Ver- 
mont, Israel Hinkley; Massachusetts, C. P. Fiske; Rhode Island, 
Jos. Mauran; Connecticut, P. A Jewett; New York, John Me- 
Call; Pennsylvania, J. B. Biddle ; New Jersey, Lewis Condict , 
Delaware, James W. Thompson; Maryland, Charles McGill; 
District of Columbia, T. Miller; Virginia, B. R. Welliord; North 
Carolina, O. F. Manson; South Carolina, P. C. Gaillard; Georgia, 
Richard D. Arnold; Alabama, P. H. Cabell; Tennessee, J. Ber- 
rien Lindsley; Kentucky, C. J. Blackburne; Ohio, R. Iills; 
Indiana, Joel Pennington; Illinois, J. V. Z. Blaney; Michigan. 
A. B. Palmer; Missouri, L. P. Perry ; Iowa, J. E. Sandbourne ; 
Wisconsin, J. B. Dousman; U.S. Navy, Thos. Dillard. 

Dr. F. C. Stewart, of New York, offered the following :— 

Resolved, That the Nominating Committee be instructed tc 
present three names to the Association as candidates for the office 
of President, who shall be elected by ballot; and the candidate 
who shall have the smallest vote shall be withdrawn after the first 
ballot. 

After some debate, it was moved that the resolution be laid 
upon the table. Agreed to. 

It was moved that the Nominating Committee be instructed te 
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recommend the place for the next annual mecting of the Conven- 
tion. Agreed to. 

Dr. Zrva Pricer read an invitation from the medical profession 
of Detroit, to the Association, to meet next year in that city. Re- 
ferred to the committee, which then withdrew for conference. 

Dr. Brarnarp, of Chicago, on behalf of the medical profession 
of Illinois, extended an invitation to the Association to hold the 
next meeting in that city. He wanted the claims of Chicago re- 
membered among the cities of the West. The invitation was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Nominations. 

An invitation to meet at Nashville, Tenn., was referred to the 
same committee. 

Dr. F. A. Ramsey, of Tennessee, moved that so much of the 
President’s address as relates to the place of holding the meetings 
of the Association, be referred to the Committee on Nominations. 
Agreed to, 

Dr. D. D. Tuompson, of Louisville, moved a suspension of rules 
for the purpose of taking up that amendment to the constitution 
which relates to the time, in the session, at which election for 
officers shall take place. He stated the object of the amendment 
to be, to afford them sufficient time between their election and 
entrance upon duty, for becoming acquainted with parliamentary 
usages. The motion was not carried. 

The next business in order was the reading of the annual reports 
of the Standing Committees. 

The Committee on Prize Essays reported through Dr. Rene La 
Rocne. The committee had received six essays in competition 
for the prize offered by the Association. But, although these 
essays evinced much ability and extensive learning, but one was 
decided to possess those qualities which deserved the award of the 
prize. It was entitled Statistics of Placenta Previa. The name 
of the author was announced as Dr. James D. Trask, of White 
Plains, Westchester county, New York. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Publication. 

Dr. Tuomas Reysurn, Chairman of the Committee on the Epi- 
demics of Missouri, Illinois, lowa, and Wisconsin, read an abstract 
of the report submitted, which was, on motion, referred to the 
Committee on Publication. 
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At this stage of the proceedings, Dr. Wurrr, on behalf of the 
committee to whom was referred the resolution and amendments 
respecting permanent membership, submitted a report, recom- 
mending the adoption of the following resolutions :— 

Resolved, That no permanent member who is not present at an 
annual meeting of this Association, shall be required to pay the 
usual assessment; but no such permanent member shall be enti- 
tled to receive a copy of the printed proceedings of the meeting, 
uuless by paying a sum equal to that assessed upon those who 
were present at such meeting; and that all the names of perma- 
nent members that have been left off the published list, be re-in- 
serted in the next volume of Transactions. 

Lesolved, That no assessment whatever shall be made against 
members by invitation, but that they also be entitled to a copy of 
the printed Transactions by paying the sum assessed upon dele- 
gates in attendance. 

The report of the committee was accepted and the resolutions 
adopted. 

Dr. Sanrorp B. Hynt, of Buffalo, stated that he had prepared 
his report on the Hygrometrical State of the Atmosphere in vari- 
ous localities, and its influence on Health, but it would not admit 
of being embodied in an abstract; its reading would consume, 
perhaps an hour, which he would do, if the Association so ordered ; 
or he would furnish the manuscript to the Committee on Publica- 
tion. 

A motion was made to accept and refer the report to that com- 
mittee, whereupon an animated discussion arose as to the propri- 
ety of allowing any report from standing committees to pass into 
the hands of the Publishing Committee, without first being read 
in abstract or in full, before the Association. The hour for ad- 
journment having arrived, a motion to lay the subject on the table 
prevailed. 

On motion, adjourned, 

At 4 o'clock, p. m., the members visited, according to invitation, 
the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane, and in the evening 
they were received at the houses of Drs. Hodge, Norris, and 
Bache. 
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MORNING SESSION. 
Wepnespay, May 2, 1855. 

The Association re-assembled at 9 o’clock, a.m. The minutes 
of the preceding day were read and approved. 

Dr. Jno. L. Atixx, of Lancaster, Pa., asked and received per- 
mission to make a statement from the committee appointed by the 
annual meeting, held at Richmond, to procure a suitable stone for 
the Association to contribute to the Washington Monument. An 
assessment of $1 had been made, upon each member, to purchase 
the stone and pay for the sculpture. The latter was executed by 
a young man named John Augustus Beck. The design was sug- 
gested by the late Dr. Pierson, of Salem, Mass., but before he 
could consummate the plan, the fearful Norwalk calamity swept 
him from our midst. The drawing was made by his daughter, 
Miss Abby L. Pierson. The design, cut in alto relievo, on the 
face of a slab of Vermont marble, is a representation of Hippo- 
crates, when refusing the bribes offered by the King of Persia to 
visit the Court of that prince, and give medical aid to the plague- 
ridden subjects of his empire—he indignantly exclaims: “ Tell 
your master that I am rich enough ; that honor will not allow me 
to succor the enemies of Greece.” Eminent artists, who have 
examined the stone, consider that no sculptor in America could 
have performed the work so well. Mr. Beck has been encouraged 
to pursue his study in Italy, and it is probable that he will rank 
among the finest sculptors of his age. 

Dr. Arter appealed to the members to come forward and make 
up a handsome compensation for the young artist. 

A resolution was offered, to the effect that no member should 
speak unless his name and residence were announced. Adopted. 

The Chairman of the Committee on Nominations recommended 
the following officers for the ensuing year :— 

President.—George B. Wood, of Pennsylvania. 

Vice Presidents —Wm. M. Boling, Alabama; Daniel Tilden, 
Ohio; D. Humphrey Storer, Massachusetts; Grafton Tyler, Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Secretaries.—Francis West, Pennsylvania; R. C. Foster, Ten- 


nessee. 
Treasurer.—Caspar Wister, Pennsylvania. 
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Committee on Publications.—Francis G. Smith, Pennsylvania, 
Chairman ; Francis West, Pennsylvania; R. C. Foster, Tennes- 
see; Samuel L. Hollingsworth, Pennsylvania; H. 8. Askew, Del 
aware; Samuel Lewis, Pennsylvania. 

The Committee also recommended Nashville, Tennessee, (but 
not unanimously,) as the next place of holding the annual meet- 
ing. 

The officers recommended, were, on motion, approved by the 
Association. 

The newly elected officers were conducted to their seats, by an 
appointed committee of five—Drs. J. M. Smith of New York, 
Homans of Boston, Blackburne of Kentucky, Rouse of Illinois, 
Frost of South Carolina. 

Dr. Woop, on taking the chair, said he was deeply sensible of 
the honor conferred by the appointment, and none the less from 
an impression that it was probably an exhibition for the place 
where the Asscciation was holding its meeting. Personally, he 


had a deep sympathy with the purposes for the advancement of 


which the Medical Association was established. He had devoted 
his past life to the advancement of these objects, and he would 
devote to the same the little that might remain. He was unac- 
customed to presiding over such large assemblies, but he would 
endeavor to justify the appointment. 

On motion, the thanks of the Association were tendered to the 
retiring President, Dr. Cuartes A. Pops, of Missouri, for the able 
and impartial manner in which he had presided over its meetings. 

The second part of the Committee’s report, advising Nashville 
as the place of holding the next Convention, was taken under 
consideration. 

A member moved that the next meeting be held at Washing- 
ton, District of Columbia. 

Dr. Pater offered an amendment that Detroit be substituted 
for Washington. 

A member said that it would be impossible for the members of 
the Association to be accommodated in Washington, during a 
long session of Congress. 

A member said that Nashville could be reached by railroad 
from the South, also, by most splendid packets, that ply on the 
Onio to the Cumberland river. 
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The motion relating to Washington was laid on the table. 

Dr. Patmer, of Chicago, urged that the Association hold its 
next meeting at Detroit, and moved, in lieu of the report of the 
Committee, ‘that the next meeting be held at Detroit.” 

A motion was made that the whole subject be referred to 4 
committee of five. Laid on the table. 

The vote was taken on the motion of Dr. Parmer, ‘that the 
next meeting be held at Detroit,” and it was agreed to by a large 
majority. 

Dr. Foster, the newly elected Secretary, tendered his resigna- 
tion, which was accepted. 

Dr. Bropr, of Michigan, was nominated for the office, and 
elected by acclamation. 

Dr. Hunt, of Buffalo, read an abstract of his report on the 
Hygrometrical State of the Atmosphere in various localities, and 
its influence on Health. 

During the reading of this valuable paper, a motion was made 
and unanimously adopted, ‘that the desultory conversation of 
members be done down stairs.” 

Dr. Hcnv’s report was accepted, and referred to the Committee 
on Publication. 

A resolution authorizing a committee to be appointed by the 
chair, for the purpose of obtaining commutation tickets to mem- 
bers over the various railroads at the time this Association was 
in session, was agreed to. 

Dr. Franx H. Hamirron, of Buffalo, New York, read an abstract 
of his report ‘On the frequency of Deformities in Fractures.” 

The Doctor enjoined upon the members of the Association to 
carefully consider some mode of arresting the prosecutions for 
mal-practice, which so frequently occur in our country. He had 
been informed this morning, that in a district not over forty miles 
from this city, within a few years past, not less that twelve prose- 
cutions had been made against members of the profession. There 
was no artisan but the Surgeon who was held accountable for a 
mere failure, and why was it that this should be? Was it the 
work of jealous and designing men who are in our practice, who 
falsely show up the failures of their brethren, and at the same time 
conceal their own faults? He much feared that a few of such 
men were among us, but was proud to repeat the remarks of an 
eminent lawyer, who had said of the profession ‘that as a whole 
none stands by itself’ so well and nobly.” 
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Is it the fault of the lawyers? Young lawyers with neither 
money nor morals might have something to do with encouraging 
prosecutions: Joshua Spencer, an eminent lawyer, said that he 
had acted as counsel in many cases, but had never instituted a 
prosecution against any member of the medical profession ; nor 
did he know of any member of the bar who occupied a high posi- 

§4 } 
tion that did; he had ever looked upon such prosecutions as per- 
secutions. 

The members of the profession should interrogate themselves as 
to the cause of these prosecutions and freely admit to the world 
the difficulties and imperfections attending Surgery, which had 
too long been kept concealed. We have heard members of the 
profession declare they could mend a fractured femur without 
shortening the limb; this may be an impossibility, and it is dis- 
graceful to make such assertions, because they may not be true, 
and it is calculated, not only to degrade, but subject us to these 
prosecutions. Even that city of medical science, Philadelphia, 
had not produced a book which could instruct physicians how to 
unite a fractured femur in all cases, without shortening the limb. 

The abstract and remarks of Dr. Hamitron excited great interest ; 
on motion the report was accepted and referred to the Publishing 
Committee. 

Dr. Cuartes Hooker, of New Haven, read an abstract of his 
report on “ Diet for the Sick,” which lays down laws for the 
government of diet under various diseases, and specifies the par- 
ticular articles which may be given with bencfit. 

The Association here took a recess for the purpose of proceed- 
ing to Independence Hall—the members forming in line and 
marching in procession. 


Recerrion at INpEPENDENCE ILALL. 


On their assembling in the east room of this venerable and 
venerated Hall—the room in which was signed the document 
which proclaimed us to the world as a free and independent 
nation—the Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, Dr. 
Isaac Hays, introduced the Association to the Mayor of the city 
in a few appropriate remarks, to which his Honor responded as 
follows :— 


Mr. Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements :—-I thank 
you, in the name of the community which I have the honor to 
represent, for your eloquent introduction of our friends to the au- 
thorities of the city, and to this the Hall of Independence. 
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Gentlemen of the American Medical Association: 1 am proud 
of the privilege of extending to you, in the name of the govern- 
ment and of the people of Philadelphia, a most cordial welcome. 

I bid you welcome to our city—a city which, deriving a cher- 
ished distinction from the profession which you adorn, is eager, 
now and ever, to requite it, in her tribute of respect for its pro- 
fessors. I welcome you to our people, whose intercourse, for 
many @ year, with you or your brethren, has inspired a feeling 
which, reserved as we are sometimes said to be, will, 1 doubt 
not, burst into earnest and unambiguous expression, before you 
leave us. 

I welcome you,.gentlemen, to this Hall, but not as strangers or 
the sons of strangers—for it is your own. As the temple and ter- 
ritory of Delphos, in the wildest domestic perturbations of Greece, 
afforded one sacred area over which the cloud of discord never 
gathered, one altar whose worship was never invaded, this spot, 
consecrated to our common American glory, knows no lines of 
latitude, and belongs, in truth, no more to us, whose peculiar 
privilege it is to inherit its guardianship, than to our brothers— 
to you. In coming hither, therefore, you come home. These 
precincts have been hallowed, for all time, by the heroic virtues 
of your and our fathers. This is the fountain from which the 
living waters of American liberty were first drawn, and it is there- 
fore most sacred—(wo to the generation in which it ceases to be 
sacred!)—but, like the well of the Patriarch, all the tribes of 
Liberty’s Israel own here an equal right, and owe here an equal 
homage. 

In no sense, then, can I greet you as strangers—for yours are 
names familiar to every American proud of the science of his 
country; and those who are united, by this Association, in a 
cause so lofty as that eloquently characterized by your Chairman, 
may not only claim the universal and acknowledged privileges of 
the Republic of minds, but the rights of a nearer and a dearer 
character, the Brotherhood of beneficence—the kindred claims of 
noble hearts, knit in the highest and holiest of human aspirations. 
In this spirit, with the most fervent and fraternal sentiments of 
respect and regard, I greet and welcome you. 

You are right, Mr. Chairman, in claiming, amid the associa- 
tions which hallow these precincts, a peculiar privilege for your 
profession—a profession which not only sprinkled, with the earli- 


est sacrificial blood of the Revolution, the highest altar upon 
which Valor vowed and dedicated our country to freedom—I refer 
as you have referred, to Dr. Warren and Bunker Hill—but which 
in every struggle for the enlargement and enlightenment of human 
destinies, has been eminently distinguished for courage, zeal, and 
fidelity to the rights of man. You have, therefore, a peculiar right 
to claim kindred here, and have that claim allowed ; and within 
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these walls, which witnessed the zeal of Rush, it would be a trea- 
son to virtue to forget, that one of the lights of your profession 
shed glory upon the solemn debates of this hall, and was foremost 
amongst those that bade yonder bell,* (preserved and devoted to 
the veneration of posterity), with its iron tongue, to Proclaim 
Liberty throughout all the Land, to all the Inhabitants thereof. 

It is the glorious peculiarity of your profession that, while Am- 
bition, in its ordinary and most applauded paths, plays the part 
of the Destroyer, and wins glory at the expense of human life and 
happiness, you and yours, with a more exalted civilization, a 
nobler heroism, have ever sought to save. Next to the highest 
of all human courage—if, indeed, it be merely Awman—that of 
the martyrs of religious Truth—-the courage of the physician, 
whether on the battle-field or in the lazar-house, the courage of 
science and humanity, is most sublime, and the best entitled to 
the clarum et venerabile nomen. The vulgar courage of the war- 
rior, under the base stimulus of passion, or the low greed of ap- 
plause, can hardly be compared to the noble intrepidity of the 
surgeon, who gleans, in the ruthless and red-handed reaper’s 
path, the leavings of the battle; and still less with the hero of the 
hospital, who encounters the grim antagonist in the horrid silence 
and gloom of the pestilence. Imagination can hardly embody an 
instance of human courage and virtue more sublime and unearthly 
than that of the physician, who, in the midnight of a plague- 
stricken city, threads the fetid solitude of its alleys, and, enter- 
ing the devoted hovel of the wretched, ministers—while only 
Pestilence and Misery, Death and God lock on—to the perishing. 
I need not step from this spot to grasp the hand of many a hero 
who claims no laurel—many a noble segs 5" whose sacred 
labors, in scenes like these, have been unmarked, save by the 
Eye that never slumbers, and remembered only by Him who alone 
can reward, 

To such a profession, one venerable from its antiquity, noble 
from the grandeur of its objects, illustrious trom its achievements, 
and which demands every aid and energy of genius and science, 
of head and heart, that dignifies the race, it is not strange that, 
go where it may, aready homage greets, and a ready blessing 
attends it. In our own city, all that is noble in patriotism, all 
that is exalted in science, all that is bright and beautiful in the 
arts which refine society, all that is lovely and cherished and holy 
in private life, combine to render the profession sacred and dear 
to us. 


* The Liberty Bell—This is the bell which was rejoicingly rung, from the 
steeple of the old State House, when the Declaration of Independence was origi- 
nally read, in July, 1776, to the thousands assembled in the State House yard, now 
Independence Square. Upon this bell—cast long before the Revolution, and 
brought from England in the colony times—are the prophetic words of Scripture 
quoted—* Proclaim Liberty throughout all the Land, to all the Inhabitants thereof.’ 
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There are few living, to whom some one death in the past is 
not the sole event and solitary memory of the survivor’s life—to 
him a lonely pyramid in the melancholy desert; and to such a 
mind and memory, the debt of the death-bed, where science, ren- 
dered holy by its office, ministered, though never paid, (?) is never 
repudiated. I never knew a good man, still less a good woman, 
who had not such a debt--a debt which bankrupt gratitude cher- 
ished with its holiest affections and sanctified with its devoutest 
memories. 

In these times, when the omnipotence of associated effort is in- 
voked for so much that is of dubious merit, it is a gratifying spec- 
tacle to behold the enlightened professors of the most exalted of 
all arts—men sage and grave, unselfish and unaspiring—forsaking 
the homes to which they are bound by the affections and the 
afflictions of thousands, by wealth, fame, and influence, to wander, 
wearily, away upon a pilgrimage of hundreds of leagues, in the 
cause and interests of the human family, its security, health, and 
happiness. For more than ten years, the representatives of your 
profession have thus gathered in Convention. What other body 
of our citizens have made a like effort—a like sacrifice? Selected 
from the most eminent of the profession, the delegates have been 
men whose years, like their virtues, were many. How difficult 
must have been, to them, the effort to burst through the bonds of 
a relying and clinging practice! How great the labor and how 
heavy the sacrifice! They have already visited, in this duty, the 
cities of every section of our wide country. How many have 
fallen by the wayside?) How many martyrs could you not thus 
number in this cause? How many of the good and great of the 
profession have, in these benevolent pilgrimages, joined the ranks 
of the thousands who have sacrificed themselves, at the requisi- 
tions of duty, as recognized and enforced by your self-imposed 
laws—joining the dead in the effort to aid the living? The epi- 
taph of the Spartans at Thermopyle might well commemorate the 
virtues and the fate of these martyrs. But if the cost has been 
great, the results have been commensurate. 

Ot the professional advantages attained, though I know them to 
be invaluable, | will not presume to speak; but I may be permit- 
ted to state, as health is the most important subject of municipal 
poh and care, that the Transactions of the Association, which 

have examined with great interest, comprise much that merits 
the attention, and will reward the respectful consideration, of the 
municipal governments of the Union. 

It is natural that Philadelphia should feel, as she does feel, a 
profound interest in the cause of medical education in this country. 
She cannot, of course, forget that it was here that the first medi- 
cal college was established in this country; that its merits and 
success extorted a reluctant transatlantic tribute of admiration ; 








1855.]} American Medical Association. 42] 


and that, progressing rapidly, but wisely, it achieved and main- 
tained an equality with the most celebrated institutions of the Old 
World. As the cause of medical education has expanded, and 
institutions worthy of the cause and the country have sprung up, 
each triumph, thus attained, has been regarded here as the suc- 
cessful outbursting of an offshoot from the primary effort; and 
Philadelphia, while rejoicing in the expansion and elevation of 
medical education throughout the land, has almost fancied—so 
earnest is her interest in medical education—that she had a right 
to indulge a parental pride in all that advances that interest. 

These genial feelings have been maintained, in all their early 
and fervid freshness, by constant intercourse with all sections of 
our country. The ingenuous and gallant youths that have come 
hither for medical instruction have, in their unstudied intercourse, 
exhibited the character of their respective States in a light so 
generous and exalted, as to win our affections, not only for them- 
selves, but for the communities and States which could exult in 
them as their own. Winter after winter, we have had many 
hundreds of these noble young spirits among us. And let me 
remark that, rigorous as 1 am said to be in the administration of 
the law, I have yet to know the first occasion to rebuke, much 
less to punish, a medical student. We have found them as gentle 
and decorous in their deportment, as they are exalted in their as- 
pirations; and had Philadelphia—eminently catholic in her affee- 
tion for her sister communities—needed a lesson of love and loy- 
alty, these high-hearted missionaries would have taught it. This 
interchance of sympathies has endured for the third of a century 
—may it last forever! The youths—youths no longer—who for- 
merly bore those sentiments to the remote sections of our republic, 
stand before me now as the revered sages and ornaments of their 
profession, meeting here the evidences of a reputation which had 
preceded them, and has long been cherished by us. And who 
can tell what have been the results of this kindly interchange of 
kindly feelings? It has doubtless been felt in every commercial, 
social, and political relation of life, correcting the prejudices, 
harmonizing the discords, and subduing the dangers of our com- 
man country. 

We'realize these facts. We recognize in the members of an 
enlightened profession like yours, so many patriots and philan- 
thropists engaged in the great and general interests of the human 
race; and, apart from the mere scientific acquisitions of your an- 
nual meetings, we perceive in them results auspicious to all that 
we cherish, all that is kindly, forbearing, and conservative, be- 
tween man and man, party and party, state and state, section and 
section; and, so regarding them, we hail and greet you with a 
welcome as sincere and cordial as the heart can conceive, or the 
tongue can utter. 
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AFTERNOON SESSION. 


At 1 o’clock, p. m., the members having returned from Inde- 
pendence Hall, the President called the Association to order. 

On motion, the thanks of the Association were tendered to the 
Mayor of Philadelphia for the very cordial manner in which he 
had received the Medical Association at Independence Hall, and 
that a copy of his speech be requested for publication in connec- 
tion with the proceedings of the Association. 

The rules were suspended, when Dr. Taompson, of Delaware, 
offered the following preamble and resolutions :— 

Whereas, Few subjects of greater interest and importance could 
be presented to the consideration of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, now representing most of the States and Territories of 
the Union, than the attainment of a correct medical topography 
of each, with a history of its prevailing fevers, and the most suc- 
cessful treatment of the same; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That with this view and conviction, that this Asso- 
ciation now appoint a specia! committee from each State and Ter- 
ritory represented, of members, whose duty it shall be to 
report upon its medical topography, epidemic fevers, and the 
most suecessful treatment thereof, and that the same shall con- 
tinue to hold their office for three years. 

Resolved, That in the appointment of gentlemen of education 
and experience in the affairs of their own State, we have the best 
guarantee that the important objects we seck will be most satis- 
factorily accomplished ; and the profession, as well as the public 
interest, will thereby be better served. 

Resolved, That the committees heretofore appointed by this 
Association, at its session in Charleston, for a similar object, be, 
and the same are hereby discharged. 

Dr. Askew, of Delaware, seconded the resolutions, and moved 
that they be laid on the table, and made the special order for 
Thursday at 10 o'clock. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The Committee on Publication submitted a report, stating that 
the seventh volume of the proceedings of the Association was 
issued last November, 1,000 copies being published at an expense 
of $1,806 42; 781 copies have been sold or furnished to members 
of the Association; 35 were given to editors of medical journals, 
and 184 remainonhand. The resolutions, appended to the report 


were adopted. 
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Dr. Biwpie, of Pa., offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted :— 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Association are eminently due 
to the Committee on Publication, for the faithful and highly satis- 
factory manner in which their arduous and responsible duties have 
been discharged. 

The Treasurer, Dr. Isaac Woon, presented his report, showing 
that the sum of- $2,101 04 was expended, during the past year, 
for the purposes of printing, binding, engravings, prize essays, &e. 

The balance received from Dr. D. F. Conpm, the former Treas- 
urer, was $293 99, while the assessments and sale of Transactions 
amounted to $2,722 31. There was also $200 received from Drs. 
Grorce B. Woop and Daniet Brarnarp on account of the prize 
fund, thus leaving a balance on hand of $1,115 26. 

Dr. Conpiz read a communication exculpating the former Com- 
mittec on Publication from certain charges made against it at the 
meeting of 1854, in regard to the publication of the proceedings; 
and a charge made against Dr. Meras, of this city, of making 
profit by publishing the material of the Association, as his own 
work. The charges against the committee were, that they had 
delayed the publication of the last volume of the proceedings, and 
had excluded several papers that were presented at the meeting 
of the Association. Doth these charges were disproved, and Dr. 
Merges was exonerated from the charge made against him. Dr. 
Conpre asked that the communication be entered upon the 
journal. 

A resolution was offered by Dr. Stewart, of New York, thank- 
ing the former Committee on Publication for the faithful per- 
formance of their arduous duties, and expressing the satisfaction 
of the Association therewith. 

Dr. Conpre stated that the Committee on Publication cared but 
little for the charges made against them; but they desired to do 
justice to a man who stood very high in reputation in Philadel- 
phia, and who felt himself aggrieved by slanderous accusation. He 
withdrew the request that his communication be entered upon the 
minutes. 

The resolution of thanks was then withdrawn, as Dr. Conpir 
did not think it necessary. 
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Dr. Watson offered a resolution providing for the appropriation 
of $1,000 to pay for the stone for the Washington Monument, 


which was adopted. 

Dr. W. I. C. Dunamer, of Washington City, offered the follow- 
ing preamble and resolution :— 

Whereas, The cause of humanity, and a due regard to public 
health, imperatively demand the speedy enactment of more strin- 
gent quarantine laws to prevent the spread of infectious diseases 
throughout the country; And Whereas, Distinguished legislators 
have co-operated with the medical profession in bringing this im- 
portant subject to the atteption of Congress; therefore 

Resolved, That warmly approving of the bill introduced at the 
last session of Congress, and yet pending, to prevent sickness and 
mortality on shipboard, we cordially tender the honorable senators 
of the Special Committee, and others who so ably and earnestly 
advocated the measure, this expression of our sincere thanks for 
their unwearied exertions iu behalf of the bill recommended by 
this Association, and yet indulge in the gratifying hope that their 
efforts in the cause of public welfare and suffering humanity will 
be crowned with success. 

Dr. Mavran, of Providence, Rhode Island, seconded the above, 
and they were unanimously adopted. 

The Secretary read a special report from Dr. Wm. H. Byrorp, 
of Evansville, Indiana, upon the Pathology and Treatment of 
Scrofula. This paper gives an account of the nature of the disease 
its varieties, causes, effects, and treatment. Referred to the Com- 


mittee on Publications. 

Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Chicago, presented a report on the “ Nu- 
tritive Qualities of Milk, and the influence produced thereon by 
Pregnancy and Menstruation in the Human Female, and by 
Pregnancy in the Cow; and, also, on the question whether there 
is not some mode by which the nutritive constituents of milk can 
be preserved in their purity and sweetness, and furnished to the 
inhabitants of cities in such quantities as to supersede the present 
defective and often unwholesome modes of supply.” 

The report says:— 

When railroads were opened into the interior of the country, it 
was said that milk would be furnished to residents of cities in the 
purity that it was found on farms; but asnflicient time had elap- 
sed to demonstrate that such is not the case. The conveyance of 
the milk from the farm to the cars, the transit on the railway, and 
the time lost in its delivery throughout the city, it was clearly 
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shown, had the effect of making it unfit for the nourishment 
of achild. During the past half century experiments had been 
made with a view of preserving milk in its pure state, yet it was 
but recently that a discovery had been made by a gentleman in 
New York, which was to evaporate the water, and mix with white 
sugar, which rendered it what is termed, solidified milk. In his 

ractice he had used this improved milk for the nourishment of 
infants with the most gratifying results, and after having kept it 
for three months; and he knew of its having been kept twelve 
months without any injury to its qualities. 


The report was referred to the Committee on Publication, and 
the meeting adjourned. 

In the course of the day’s proceedings, the Chairman announced 
that visiting invitations had been extended to the delegation from 
Prof. Hart, of the Central High School; from the Board of Health, 
to visit the City Hospital and the Lazaretto, which were accepted 
with thanks. At 4o’clock, the Association, to the number of 
five hundred, proceeded in coaches tothe reception at Girard 
College, after which they proceeded to Fairmount. 

In the evening they were entertained at the residences of Drs. 


Wood, A. Stillé, and Paul. 


——_- 


MORNING SESSION, 
Tuurspay, May 3, 1855. 

At 9 o'clock, the attendance was comparatively slim, but the 
members continued dropping in, and the spacious Hall was soon 
filled up. 

The Chair was taken by the President, Dr. Woon, who called 
the Association to order. 

The Secretary, Dr. West, read the minutes of yesterday’s meet- 
ing, which were approved. 

The chair said that there was no prescribed way of appointing 
the Committees on Prize Essays, Arrangements, &c.; it had been 
usual, however, for the Convention to refer the appointment of 
these committee, on this occasion. The motion was agreed to. 

Dr. Isaac Hays, from the Committee of Arrangements, announ- 
ced that five hundred and twenty delegates were now enrolled. 

Dr. Ilays presented an invitation from Dr. Ducachet, of St. 
Stephen’s Church, to visit the church and see the Byrd monument, 
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by Steinhauser. He stated that 12 o’clock at noon, on this day, 
had been fixed for this visit. The invitation was accepted. 

A letter was read from Dr. Reyburn, of Missouri, suggesting 
that the large district in Missouri be divided into two parts. The 
district is seven hundred miles north and south, and four hundred 
miles east and west. The duties in so large a district as this, can- 
not be easily fulfilled by one chairman. By dividing the district, 
the reports will be more satisfactory than at the present time. 
The Doctor tendered his resignation. 

Dr. Watson moved the acceptance of the resignation, and the 
reference of the other portion of the communication to the Com- 
mittee on Nominations; which was afterwards withdrawn. 

Dr. Askew renewed the motion, and it was adopted. 

A letter was read from Dr. E. B. Hasxims, of Clarksville, Tenn., 
chairman of the Committee on Microscopical investigations of 
Malignant Tumors, asking to be excused from making a report, 
inasmuch as he had not the necessary apparatus for ascertaining 
the facts incident to the subject. 

The request of the gentleman was granted. 

A report was received from the Committee on Publications, 
adverse to the publication in the Transactions of the reports of 
Special Committees. Referred to a Special Committee of five. 

Dr. Frank H. Hamirron, of Buffalo, New York, made some 
additional remarks on the subject of fractured clavicle. The 
Doctor expressed an earnest hope that the Managers of the Penn- 
sylvania Hospital would be more exact in making up their reports 
of the statistics of fractured clavicle, so that we may all be able to 
judge of the merit of the instrument, which has been used in such 
eases in that Institution, for thirty years. He had known a sur- 
geon to be mulcted in heavy damages for using that instrument 
in a case of fractured clavicle, because he could not accomplish all 
that he supposed he could by using it. He did not wish to speak 
harshly, but at the same time he called again upon the Managers 
of that Institution to be more exact in their statistics on the sub- 
ject of fractured clavicle, so that the medical faculty may be pre- 
vented being a grand Insurance Company for the whole world. 


Dr. Tuomrson, of Delaware, called up his resolutions, offered 
yesterday, in reference to the appointment of committees on the 
Medical Topography of the country. 

Dr. J. L. Arter, of Lancaster, said that he noticed Chief Justice 
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Lewis, of Pennsylvania, on the floor of the house—he moved that 
he be invited to a seat on the platform. The motion was unani- 
mously agreed to. 

The Chief Justice was (amid much applause) escorted to the 
platform and seated on the right of the President. 

Dr. Askew, of Delaware, offered the following as an appendage 
to the resolutions of Dr. Thompson :— 


Resolved, That all reports on the Medical Topography and pre- 
vailing diseases of States, shall, to entitle them to be received by 
this Association and published in the proceedings, be first appro- 
ved by the Medical Societies of the State or Territory where such 
Societies exist, and to which State or Territory such report refers. 

Dr. Pater, of Michigan, advocated the resolutions, and said 
that, while he was conscious of the difficulties in the way, he 
thought that great good would result from the appointment of the 
committees. 

Dr. J. G. Orton, of Binghampton, N. Y., offered the following 
resolutions :-— 


Resolved, That each County Medical Society (or in parts of the 
country where such have not been established, any duly organ- 
ized Medical Association) be requested to amend its Constitution 
by attaching thereunto the following article: ‘It shall be the duty 
of each member of this Society to keep a faithful record of the 
diseases which may fall under his observation during each month 
according to the classification adopted by the American Medical 
Association in May, 1847, stating the age and sex, occupation and 
nativity of the patient, the average duration of the disease, and 
finally their recovery or death, and to report the same in writing 
to the Secretary on or before the first day of February of each 
year, who shall transmit a digest thereof to the State Medical 
Society, and also to the appropriate Committee appointed by the 
American Medical Association for its reception.” 

Resolved, That each incorporated Hospital, Infirmary and Asy- 
lum, be invited to furnish a copy of their annual reports for the 
use of the Committee of their respective States. 

Resolved, That the State Committee appointed by this Associa- 
tion to report on the prevailing diseases of their respective locali- 
ties, shall receive and arrange a digest of the reports transmitted 
to them by the Secretaries of the various County Societies, and to 
report the same at the annual meeting of this Association. 

Resolved, That the 1st day of January be the time fixed at 
which the object of these resolutions shall be carried into effeet, 
and that the several County Societies and Associations, be re 
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quested to amend their Constitutions as heretofore recommended, 
at as early a date as practicable, and to report to the State Com- 
mittee their willingness or unwillingness to acquiesce in the re- 
quest of this Association. 

On motion, the resolutions were referred to the Committee on 





Nominations. 

Dr. Tuomrson, of Delaware, expressed a hope that the Commit- 
tee would go into immediate session, so that a report might be 
made as soon as possible. 

Letters from Drs. Surron and Fenvyer, on the subject of epide- 
mics, were referred to the Committee on Nominations. 

Dr. Connie, of Philadelphia, submitted a voluminous report 
upon the subject of Tubercular Disease, accompanied by a vast 
array of facts, the gathering of about three years. He stated that 
the report would make at least 500 printed pages. The opinions 
advanced, he said, were “ very heterodox.” 

On motion, Dr. Conpre was permitted to publish the report in 
any manner he pleased, without reference to any obligations he 





may feel due to the Association. 

Dr. Brararp, from the Special Committee on the constitu- 
tional and local treatment of Carcinoma, was continued another 
year. 

Dr. Horace Green, from the Special Committee on the use and 
effects of applications of Nitrate of Silver to the Throat, either in 
local or general disease, was also continued another year. 

A member from the Committee on Dysentery submitted a 
a4 lengthy report upon the nature and treatment of that disease. 
Referred to tie Committee on Publications. 


. | The hour of recess having arrived, the members took advantage 
‘ ae of invitations to visit the Byrd Monument, in St. Stephen’s Church, 
i. the Academy of Fine Arts, the Academy of Natural Sciences, and 
* the Central High School. 
4 AFTERNOON SESSION. 
a 4 The Association re-assembled at 1 o’clock. 

Be Dr. Mussry, of Ohio, read an interesting report upon the Use 
a” f Alcohol in Health and Disease. It abounded in facts illustra- 


‘ing the effects of alcohol upon the human system, and evinced 
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extensive reading, and a laborious collation of medical testimony. 
Referred to the Committee on Publications. 

Dr. Hays presented an invitation to the Association to visit the 
Pennsylvania Institution for Idiotic and Feeble-Minded Children, 
this afternoon. Coaches will be provided to take the members to 
Germantown. The invitation was accepted. 

The Committe on Nominations to which was referred so much 
of the President’s address as relates to the next place of meeting, 
recommended that no change be made in the place of holding the 
next annual meeting—which will consequently be held at Detroit. 

A letter was read from Dr. R. J. Breckenridge, of Kentucky, 
chairman of the Committee of Medical Literature, announcing 
that his report was ready, but that, he was not able to present it 
himself, and asking its reference to the Committee on Publica- 
tions. 

Dr. Connie moved, that when received, the report be so re- 
ferred. 

A communication was read from Dr. W. H. Annerson, of 
Mobile, chairman of the Committee on Medical Education, setting 
forth that his duties requiring an extensive foreign and domestic 
correspondence, his report was incomplete, but would be ready in 
season for publication in the Transactions. 

A motion was made that the report, when received, be referred 
to the Committee on Publications. 

Dr. Davis, of Illinois, hoped that the paper would not be refer- 
red without first being read. He was opposed to the principle of 
referring papers to the Committee on Publications, until the Asso- 
ciation had had an opportunity of judging of their merits. 

Dr. Merrirr moved that the vote adopting the report of the 
Nominating Committee upon the subject of the appointment of 
committees be reconsidered, for the purpose of continuing two of 
the old committees. 

This motion was suspended to admit the report of the Nomina- 
ting Committee upon the resolutions in regard to the Medical 
Topography of the States and Territories. 

The vote respecting the adoption of the report of the Commit- 
tee on Nominations, in regard to the appointment of committees, 
was reconsidered, and Dr. Anprrson was continued as chairman 
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of the Committee on Medical Education, in lieu of Dr. J. B. 
Linpstey. 

A resolution in regard to the registry of births and deaths was 
referred to the Nominating Committee. 

On motion, the Association adjourned, it being 3 o’clock. 

At 4 o’clock the members of the Association entered coaches 
and proceeded to the City Hospital, Blockley. They were received 
by the President of the Board of Guardians, Mr. F. M. Adams, 
and the Chief Resident Physician, Dr. A. B. Campbell, and con- 
ducted through the Hospital, and the Almshouse. In the even- 
ing, the members of the Association were received at the residen- 
ces of Drs. Samuel Jackson, J. Pancoast, Henry Hartshorne, and 
Mr. Isaac Lea. 





MORNING SESSION. 
Frmay, May 4, 1855. 

The Association assembled at nine o’clock, ;ursuant to adjourn- 
ment, Dr. Woop in the chair. 

The Secretary read the minutes of yesterday’s meeting, which 
were approved. 

Dr. Hays stated that the whole number of names registered 
now, amounted to five hundred and twenty-three. 

Dr. Aries offered a resolution that the report of Dr. Brecken- 
ridge, chairman of the Committee on Medical Literature, be refer- 
red to a committee of three for their approval, and then be handed 
to the Committee on Publications. 

A member moved it go to the Committee on Publication direct, 
without any previous review. 

Dr. Conpir hoped that a report on such an important subject 
would not go to the Committee without having been read before 
the Association. He hoped the Committee would be continued, 
so that the chairman could be present next year, and read it. 

The motion of Dr, ArLEE was lost. 

The motion to continue the Committee was agreed to. 

Dr. Haywarp offered a resolution expressing the thanks of the 
Association to all who had, by attention and munificent hospi- 
tality contributed to the enjoyment of the delegation. Unani- 
mously adopted. 














1855. } American Medical Association. 431 


The committee appointed at St. Louis, to whom had been refer- 
red the paper of Dr. Puetps, entitled ‘ Religion an Element of 
Medicine, or the duties and obligations of the Profession,” reported 
through Dr. J. L. Arter, who moved that it is inexpedient to pub- 
lish Dr. P’s. paper in connection with the transactions of the Asso- 
ciation. 

The report was adopted as the sense of the meeting, and the 
resolution agreed to. 

A member offered a resolution returning thanks to the Direc- 
tors of the Academy of Fine Arts, for their liberal offer to take 
charge of the stone for the Washington Monument, and transport 
it to Washington. Agreed to unanimously. 

Dr. N.S. Davis, of Illinois, moved the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were referred to the Committee of Arrangements 
with instructions to report on the same at the commencement of 
the next annual meeting :— 


Whereas, The present mode of conducting the annual meetings 
of the Association affords but little opportunity for the discussion 
of strictly scientific questions and papers; And Whereas, this 
has been regarded as a serious defect in the operation of our or- 
ganization, impairing its scientific character ; therefore 

Resolved, That the daily sessions of the Association during 
each annual meeting be divided into two parts, the first to termi- 
nate at an hour not later than 124 o’clock, p. m., of each day, and 
to be devoted as heretofore, to the general business of the Associ- 
ation. The second part consisting of all the time which it is 
deemed advisable to remain in session each day, after 12} o'clock, 
p. M., to take the character of a scientific session, and to be devo- 
ted exclusively to the discussion of questions relating to the science 
and art of medicine. 

Resolved, That the Association, in its capacity of a Scientific 
Section, having no power to act on auy subject of a scientijic 
character, may continue in session, whenever thought desirable, 
a longer period than in its more general capacity. 

Dr. A. J. Semmes, of Washington, D. C., offered the following 
which was adopted :— 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to report to 
the Association, at its next annual meeting, what measures should 
be adopted to remedy the evils existing in the present methods of 
holding coroners’ inquests by incompetent persons, by which the 
lives and liberties of the innocent may be jeopardized, and the 
ends of justice frustrated. 
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Dr. Semmes, of Washington, Dr. Hyte, of Wilmington, and Dr. 
Connie, of Philadelphia, were appointed. 

Dr. J. L. Arter offered the following resolutions, which were 
intended to counteract a recent recommendation of the Legislature 
of Michigan :— 

Resolved, That to secure efficient teaching in medical schools, 
where a prime object is to enforce practical precepts, a large de- 
gree of union and harmony must exist among the teachers, and 
confidence be reposed in them on the part of their pupils. 

Resolved, That any such unnatural union as the mingling of an 
exclusive system, such as Homeopathy, with Scientific Medicine, 
in a school, setting aside all questions of its untruthfulness, can 
not fail, by the destruction of union and confidence, and the pro- 
duction of confusion and disorder, unsettling and distracting the 
minds of the learners, to so far impair the usefulness of teaching, 
as to render any school adopting such a policy unworthy the sup- 
port of the profession. , 

Dr. A. B. Pater, of the University of Michigan, in seconding 
the resolutions, desired permission to offer a few remarks. After 
briefly stating some of the peculiar features of the incorporation 
of the University, he went on to say that the Institution is under 
the management of a Board of Regents elected by the people, by 
whom the professors in the various departments of science and art 
are appointed. The Legislature has nothing to do with the ap- 
pointment of professors. During the session of the Legislature 
the past winter, the admirers of homceopathy had made special 
effort, and had succeeded in obtaining a recommendatory action 
on their part, in reference to the establishment of a chair of home- 
opathy in the University. It had been represented to them, that 
a large part of the people of Michigan favored that peculiar mode 
of practice, and that it was but fair that its principles be incul- 
cated in the State University. 

The spirit of this recommendation is, and has been resisted, 
both by the Regents, and by the Faculty and Students of the 
medical department of the University. 

Dr. Patmer wanted an expression of opinion by the Association 
on this matter. Legislatures should know that Homeopathy and 
Scientific Medicine should not, and cannot be united in one school 
—they are incompatible, and neither he or any of his colleagues 
could, or would continue in any school where such an absurdity 


was attempted. 
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Some of the medical journals have given an erroneous impres- 
sion in regard to this action of the Legislature. The faculty are 
going to act energetically in this matter, and they ask the Associ- 
ation to co-operate with them in instituting a thorough and sys- 
tematic inquiry, both in this country and in Europe, into the pre- 
tensions and practice of this delusion and imposture, that the 
minds of the people may be enlightened on the subject. As the 
friends of Homeopathy in Michigan have raised the issue, the 
faculty of the University wish to meet it. Circulars of inquiry 
will soon be sent out, and the faculty hope that they will be 
promptly responded to. 

The Doctor repeated the assurance that on no account would 
the faculty tolerate a Chair of Homeopathy in the University, but 
that, toa man, they would resign their positions rather than sub- 
mit to so absurd and humiliating an appointment. 

The doctor’s remarks were received with evident satisfaction by 
the members, as was shown by the frequent rounds of applause 
that greeted him. 

Dr. CLenpentn, of Ohio, offered the following :— 

Resolved, That no State or Local Society shall be hereafter en- 
titled to representation in this Association that has not adopted 
its Code of Ethics, 

Lesolved, That no State or Local Society that has intentionally 
violated, or discarded any article or clause in the Code of Ethics, 
shall longer be entitled to representation in this body. 

A motion to lay the above on the table was lost. 

Dr. Micrensercer, of Baltimore, offered an amendment, which 
was amended by Dr. J. L. Arter to read as follows :— 

Whereas, It has been brought before the notice of the Ameri- 
can Medical Association that the State Medical Society of Ohio 
has violated, at their last meeting, Sec. 4, Art. 1, Chap. 2, of its 
Code of Ethics; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Association be directed to 
inform the officers of that Society that, unless such action be re 
scinded, they cannot be hereafter represented in this Association. 

These were added to the resolutions of Dr. CLenprenrn, and 
adopted unanimously; the delegates from the Society in question, 
being forward in support of them. 

Dr. AuFrep Stiize offered the following resolutions :— 
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Resolved, That a Special Committee of five be appointed to 
report, at the next meeting of the Association, on the following 
question: Might not the present system of repeating the same 
lectures to the same classes, during two successive terms, be use- 
fully modified by extending the lectures of each chair over two 
sessions, so as to embrace a systematic and complete discussion 
of each of the following subjects :—- 

1. Special, Regional, and General Anatomy, including illus- 
trative references to Morbid Anatomy. 

2. Inorganic, Organic, and Pharmaceutical Chemistry, and 
Toxicology. 

3. General and Human Physiology; Hygiene; Medical Juris- 
prudence. 

4. Medical Botany; Materia Medica; General Therapeutics. 

5. General Pathology; Morbid Anatomy (Systematic); Prac- 
tice of Medicine. 

6. General Surgical Pathology, or Institutes of Surgery; Me- 
chanical, Operative, and Medicinal Surgery. 

7. Obstetrics; Diseases of Women; Diseases of Children. 

8. Hospital Clinical Medicine and Surgery. 

Resol#ed, That the Committee, at an early day, address the 
several Medical Colleges, in regard to the proposed plan of instruc- 
tion, requesting from them an official expression of opinion upon 
its merits and feasibility. 


’ 


The Chair appointed the following gentlemen as the Committee, 
to whom the subject is referred :—- 

Dr. Alfred Stillé, Philadelphia, Chairman, Prof. Samuel Jack- 
son, Philadelphia, Dr. John Bell, Philadelphia, Dr. John Watson, 
New York, Dr. J. L. Cabell, Charlottsville, Va. 

Dr. Corson, of New York, read a volunteer report on the Influ- 
ence of Lead on the Heart, which was referred to a special com- 
mittee of three for examination. 

The hour of recess now arrived, and a motion prevailed to dis- 
pense with the recess, and remain in session until final adjourn- 
ment. 

Dr. Tuomas, of Baltimore, explained a simple method of pre- 
paring nitrate of silver for inhalation in diseases of the throat and 
chest. The apparatus was placed on the table, and, when put in 
motion, the nitrate of silver was thrown off in an impalpable 
powder. The subject was referred to a special committee of three. 

Dr. Arter called up a resolution, offered at the last meeting of 
the Association, directing the especial attention of the Committee 
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on Epidemics to the subject of the contagiousness or non-contagi- 
ousness of cholera. The resolution was then adopted. 

Dr. Davis said that the Association had returned thanks piece- 
meal, and he was very much afraid that some of the institutions 
visited had been overlooked. He moved that the Secretary be 
instructed to insert the names of any that lad been omitted. 
Agreed to. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


The amendment to the Constitution, proposed by Dr. Gross at 
the last meeting, providing for the election of officers immediately 
before the adjournment of the Convention, instead of at its com- 
mencement, was called up, and, on motion of Dr. Davis, it was 
indefinitely postponed. 

The amendment to the Constitution, providing that the Asso- 
ciation meet on the second, instead of the first Tuesday of May, 
was called up, and its approval advocated by several of the New 
York delegates. A motion for indefinite postponement was 
agreed to. 

Dr. Davis called up an amendment to the Constitution, offered 
at the last meeting, dispensing with the Nominating Committee, 
and then moved that it be indefinitely postponed. Agreed to. 

The amendment to the Constitution, to change the title of 
*“Committees on Epidemics,” to ‘Committees on Prevalent Di- 
seases,” was, on motion, indefinitely postponed. 

A member offered an amendment to the Constitution, by which 
the Recording Secretary and Treasurer of the Association are made 
permanent officers, and their travelling expenses directed to be 
paid. Laid over under the rule. 

The following amendment to the Constitution was offered and 
laid over until the next meeting:—‘*‘ Any permanent member, 
who shall not pay for the published Transactions for three succes- 
sive years, shall be considered as having withdrawn.” 

An amendment was offered to the Constitution, changing the 
name of the Association to that of ‘* National Medical Congress,” 
and providing that at least one meeting in three years be held in 
Washington, D.C. Laid over under the rule. 

An amendment to the Constitution was offered to the effect 
that Medical Societies which do not adopt the Code of Ethics shall 
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not be considered “iu good standing.” Laid over under the 


rule. 
Dr. L. D. Scuxetz, of Ohio, presented the following — 


Whereas, It has been found necessary to adopt some means of 
elevating the standard of education, both professional and general, 
among medical men, by those who are best acquainted with the 
sad and lamentable deficiency which prevails in this respect 
among a large mass of the profession, and particularly in the 
Western States; And Whereas, Efforts to this effect at home 
have been opposed on the ground that more was exacted by such 
as took an active part in the matter than is required by the 
‘* American Medical Association;” And Whereas, It is believed 
that the National Society can exert a beneficial influence over the 
whole country ; therefore 

Resolved, That the Constitution of this Association be so 
amended as to require all delegates, before being allowed a seat in 
said Association, to satisfy the proper authorities that the Societies 
which they represent, require graduation as a sine qua non to 
membership therein; and that no person can become a perma- 
nent member, a member by invitation, or can be received as a 
delegate from any other body, unless he be a graduate of some 
respectable school. 

vesolved, That the editors of the various medical journals of 
the United States be requested to publish the foregoing, so that 
an interest may be awakened upon this subject, and that Societies 
may be prepared to comply with the above requisitions, in case 
they meet the approval of this Association. Laid over under the 
rule, 

Rerortr or Commitree on Nominations. 
The Committee on Nominations reported the following com- 


mittees for tue present year: 

Committee on Prize Essays.—Drs. A. B. Palmer, Samuel 
Denton, A. R. Perry, Abram Sager, 8. H. Douglass, Corydon 
La Ford, E. Andrews, all of Michigan. 

Committee of Arrangements.—Drs, Zina Pitcher, Moses Gunn, 
G. B. Russell, A. 8. Leland, Moses Stewart, Peter Klein, and J. 
A. Brown, of Detroit. 

Committee on Plans of Organization for State and County 
Societies.—Drs. A. B. Palmer, Michigan; N. B. Ives, Con- 
necticut; E. B. Haskins, Tennessee; Chas, Woodward, Ohio; 
Josiah Crosby, New Hampshire. 

Committee on Medical Literature.—Drs, P. C, Gaillard, South 
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Carolina; N. P. Monroe, Maine; James Couper, Delaware; R. 
Hills, Ohio; A. Coffin, South Carolina. 

Committee on Medical Education.—Drs. W. H. Anderson, of 
Alabama; J. B. Flint, Kentucky ; P. H. Cabell, Alabama; Geo. 
Hayward, Massachusetts; E. B. Smith, Missouri. 

Committee to procure Memorials of the eminent and worthy 
Dead.—Drs. P. A. Jewett, Conn.; Thos. F. Betton, Pa.; ©. J. 
Blackburne, Ky.; Wm. M. Boling, Ala.; Zina Pitcher, Mich. 

Committee on Medical Topography.—J. ©. Winston, of Bangor, 
Maine; Edmund R. Peaslee, of Dartmouth College, New Hamp- 
shire; Joseph Perkins, of Castleton, Vermont; Geo. C. Shattuck, 
of Boston, Massachusetts; Joseph Mauran, of Providence, Rhode 
Island; Chas. Hooker, of New Haven, Connecticut; Joseph M. 
Smith, of New York city ; Jacob M. Gemmil, of Hollidaysburgh, 
Pennsylvania ; Lyndon A. Smith, of Newark, New Jersey; Jas. 
M. Thompson, of Wilmington, Delaware; Peregrine Wroth, of 
Chestertown, Maryland; Thomas Miller, District of Columbia ; 
J. F. Peebles, of Petersburgh, Virginia; O. F. Manson, North 
Carolina; D. O. Cain, of Charlestown, South Carolina; John F. 
Posey, of Savannah, Georgia; S. W. Clauton, of Warsaw, Ala.; 
T. O. Grafton, of Rodney, Mississippi; E. D. Fenner, of New 
Orleans, Louisiana; E. B. Hoskins, of Clarksville, Tennessee ; 
W. L. Sutton, of Georgetown, Kentucky ; G. Mendenhall, of 
Cincinnati, Ohio; Vierling Kersey, of Milton, Indiana; J. H. 
Beach, of Cold Water, Michigan; John Evans, of Chicago, 
Illinois; J. B. Alleyne, of Saint Louis, Missouri; A. 8. Castle- 
man, of Delafield, Wisconsin ; E. A. Arnold, of Davenport, Iowa; 
J. H. Murphy, Falls of St. Anthony, Minnesota; Thos. Dillard, 
of Philadelphia, U. S. Navy ; Clement A. Finley, U. 8. Army. 

Committee on Registration of Marriages, Births, and Deaths. 
—Drs. R. M. Wilson, Hartford, Connecticut, chairman; G. S. 
Palmer, Gardiner, Maine; Silas Gumming, Fitz William, New 
Hampshire; G. T. Elliott, Woodstock, Vermont; Ed. Jarvis, 
Dorchester, Massachusetts; Jos. Mauran, Providence, Rhode 
Island; Jno. H. Griscom, New York city; H. Carpenter, Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania; O. H. Taylor, Camden, New Jersey ; Lewis 
P. Bush, Wilmington, Delaware ; A. Snowden Piggot, Baltimore, 
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Maryland; David H. Tucker, Richmond, Virginia ; —— Pitman, 
Tarboro’, North Carolinay Harry Lindsly, Washington, District 
of Columbia; Jno. L. Dawson, Charleston, South Carolina; R. 
D. Arnold, Savannah, Georgia; A. Lopez, Mobile, Alabama; 
Jas. Jones New Orleans, Louisiana; R. C. Foster, Nashville, 
Tennessee; C. J. Blackburne, Covington, Kentucky ; Jno. Daw- 
son, Columbus, Ohio ; Edward Murphy, New Harmony, Indiana; 
A. D. Stebbins, Detroit, Michigan; J. V. Z. Blaney, Chicago, 
Illinois; Geo. D. Wilber, Mineral Point, Wisconsin; Wm. M. 
McPheeters, St. Louis, Missouri; J. D. Elbert, Keosauqua, lowa; 
Jno. H. Murphy, Falls of St. Anthony, Minnesota. 

Mississippi and Arkansas blank. 

Special Committees.—-Dr. Lewis H. Steiner, of Washington, 
District of Columbia, on Strychnia—its chemical and toxicological 
properties. 

Dr. Ashbury Evans, of Covington, Centucky, on Tracheotomy 
in Epilepsy. 

Dr. J. Taylor Bradford, of Augusta, Kentucky, on the treatment 
of Cholera. 

Dr. Charles Q. Chandler, of Rochester, Missouri, on Malignant 
Periodic Fevers. 

Dr. H. A. Johnson, of Chicago, Illinois, on the Excretions as 
an index to the Organic Changes in the System. 

Dr. Henry J. Bigelow, of Boston, Massachusetts, on Microsco- 
pical Investigation of Malignant Tumors. 

Dr. E. H. Davis, of New York, on the Statistics of Calculous 
Diseases, and the operations therefor. 

Dr. J. 8. Carpenter, on the Treatment and Curability of Redu- 
cible Hernia. 

Dr. A. J. Fuller, of Maine, on the Best Treatment of Cholera 
Infantum. 

Dr. William B. Page, of Philadelphia, on Injuries of the 
Joints. 

Dr. Wilson Jewell, of Philadelphia, on the Statistics of Mor- 
tality in the United States. 

Dr. J. Knight, of New Haven Connecticut, on Endemic Fevers. 

Dr. P. H. Cabell, of Alabama, on the Native Substitutes for 
Cinchona, indigenous to the Southern States. 
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Dr. James M. Newman. of Buffalo, New York, on the Sanitary 
Police of Cities. 

Dr. L. M. Noble, of Le Roy, Illinois, on Puerperal Fever and 
its Communicability. 

Dr. J. M. Freer, of Chicago, Illinois, on the Progress of General 
and Descriptive Anatomy. 

Dr. J. M.-Corson, of New York, on the Causes of the Impulse 
of the Heart, and the Agencies which Influence it in Health and 
Disease. 

Dr. D. Meredith Reese, of New York, on the Causes of Infant 
Mortality in large Cities, the Source of its Increase, and the Means 
for its Dimination. 

Dr. Mark Stephenson, of Vermont, on the Treatment best 
adapted to each Variety of Cataract, with the Method of Opera- 
tion, Place of Election, Time, Age, &c. 

Dr. J. B. Coleman, of New Jersey, on the Effect of Mercury on 
the Living Animal Tissues. 

Dr. T. G. Richardson, of Louisville, Kentucky, on the Diversity 
of the Venereal Poison. 

Dr. J. B. Flint, of Louisville, Kentucky, on the best mode of 
rendering the medical patronage of the National Government 
tributary to the honor and improvement of the Profession. 

Dr. M. M. Latta, of Goshen, Indiana, on whether there are any 
means by which the growth of the Foetus in Utero may be con- 
trolled without injury to mother or child. 

Dr. Thos. Miller, of Washington, District of Columbia, on 
Toxicology. 

Dr. E. R. Peaslee, of Hanover, New Hampshire, on Inflamma- 
tion, its Pathology, and its relation to the Reparative Process. 

Dr. D. D. Thompson, of Louisville, Kentucky, on the Remedial 
Effects of Chloroform. 

Dr. William Clendennin, of Cincinnati, Ohio, on Epidemic 
Erysipelas. 

Dr. O. G. Comegys, of Cincinnati, Ohio, on the State of the 
Urine in Tubercular Disease. 


Adjourned. 
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Pibliographiral Batires, 


Arr. IIl.—A Practical Treatise on the Diseases, Injuries and 
Malformations of the Urinary Bladder, the Prostate Gland 
and Urethra. By 8S. D. Gross, M. D., Professor of Surgery 
in the University of Louisville ; author of “‘ Elements of Patho- 
logical Anatomy ;” ‘A Treatise on Foreign Bodies in the Air- 
passages,” etc., etc. Second edition, revised and much enlarged. 
With one hundred and eighty-four illustrations. Philadelphia: 
Blanchard & Lea. 1855. 8vo. pp. 925. 








Tue first edition of this work made its appearance in 1851. 
Within four years this edition has been exhausted and a second 
called for. We b. ve it before us. From being unusually well 
grown at its debut this, the crowning work of Dr. Gross’ labors as 
an author, has acquired a size that must be quite appalling to 
those who esteem a large book a great evil. And yet, in view of 
the importance of the subjects discussed, and the almost incredible 
number of facts which the indefatigable author has collected, its di- 
mensions could hardly have been less. The labors of the reviewer, 
which if conscientiously performed, are any thing but light,—are 
greatly sweetened by having the verdict which he pronounces 
upon new candidates for public favor sustained by his editorial 
confreres and the bulk of the profession at large. In a review of 
the former edition of Dr. Gross’ work, written for this journal and 
which, we may remark, was the first analytical notice of it which 
appeared, we recommended it to our readers as a monograph 
unequalled, in interest and practical value, by any other on the 
subject in our language. Subsequent and repeated reference to 
its pages has confirmed the justness of the opinion we then ex- 
pressed. About the same time a leading English medical peri- 
odical—a source from which American authors are not accustomed 
to receive much praise—predicted that it would have a ‘‘ permanent 
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place in the literature of Surgery, worthy to rank with the best 
works of the present age.” It is needless to add that this predic- 
tion has been fully verified. The present edition has been aug- 
mented by upwards of two hundred pages, and by seventy-eight 
illustrations. 

One of the most interesting and valuable additions is a 
chapter on the prevalence of calculous disorders in the United 
States and Canada, which constitutes the first attempt that has 
ever been made to collect and systematize our information upon 
the subject. Dr. Gross thinks “there is no reason why the 
causes of urinary calculi should not be eventually detected, and 
their formation counteracted, if not prevented, by the timely in- 
terposition of remedies, without the necessity of an ultimate resort 
to the knife.” We have no room for extracts—nor are any needed. 
Most readers in the profession, in the United States, are familiar 
with the style of our author. We simply reiterate the recom- 
mendation we made three years and a half ago. It is unnecessary 
to do more. DW. ue 


Arr. II].—Pustule Maligne. An Inaugural Essay submitted 
to the Trustees and Faculty of the College of Physicians and 
Surgeons of the University of New York, for the Degree of 
Doctor in Medicine. By Dante, Wapsworta Warmwetent, of 
New York city. 





Tims is a neat pamphlet of thirty pages. It opens with a French 
title, two dedications, a salutatory, and an exordium; and con- 
cludes with a couple of pages devoted to addenda. But notwith- 
standing this “ affectation thick,” Dr. Wamwriaut has produced 
a paper which bears the impress of great industry and research. 

He furnishes a list of thirty authorities, and alludes to many 
more whose opinions he has endeavored to embody in his disser- 
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tation for the doctorate. Of course there is but little space unoc- 
cupied in which our author can show his own paces, but he is 
modest and natural enough after he gets under way. He has se- 
lected a subject of practical interest, and has succeeded in placing 
in good form much that is valuable concerning it. Apart from the 
Grand Overture which precedes the _ dy of the thesis it is a very 
creditable production. D. W. ¥. 





Chitorial Aepartment. 


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA—PROF. SMITH. 





Ovr readers have doubtless learned before this that Dr. Ginson 
has resigned the professorship of Surgery which he has occupied 
for many years in the University of Pennsylvania, and that Dr. 
Henry H. Smrtu, of Philadelphia, has been elected his successor. 
It is not the object of the present notice to discuss the merits of this 
appointment. We can only say that Professor Smrrn is favorably 
spoken of by those who know him, and has been regarded for 
some years as one of the promineat young surgeons of his native 
city, and we know of no reason why he should not attain to em- 
inence in the great field upon which he has now entered. It is 
the manner in which this election has been made that we wish 
particularly to notice. 

Our readers are aware that the appointing power in Medical 
Colleges (with very few exceptions) resides in a Board of Trustees 
entirely distinct from the facuity, and not necessarily in the slight- 
est degree under its influence. But as far as we are conversant 
with the policy of medical schools, the trustees are accustomed to 
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depend mainly upon the advice and recommendation of the Pro- 
fessors in filling vacancies whenever they occur, and we have 
never known an instance or heard of one until the recent appoint- 
ment at Philadelphia, where the recommendation of the faculty 
has been disregarded. In the present case it is notorious that 
their opinions were of no weight with the majority of the board of 
trustees, and that Professor Samira was elected to the vacant chair 
not only without the concurrence of the Professors, but against 
their expressed wishes. The resignation of Professor Greson had 
been anticipated for some time, and his colleagues had naturally 
been earnestly occupied in looking for a suitable successor, and it 
appears that they were unanimous in recommending adistinguished 
surgeon and teacher residing in a distant State*. 

Of the reasons which produced this strange anomaly we are not 
informed. It may be that state or city pride required the election 
of a Philadelphian, one “ native and to the manner born.” Such 
a motive has been suggested as likely to be operative in no small 
degree ; if it was so, we must be allowed to say that it was an ex- 
ceedingly narrow and illiberal one, unworthy the governors of an 
ancient and honorable institution, for it should be remembered 
that a great school of medicine is not merely an institution of a 
single state, but extends its influence to all parts of the Union. 
The medical profession of the whole country has a deep interest 
in every prominent medical college, and unless that interest is 
acknowledged and consulted in the election of the most compe- 
tent teachers who can be obtained, irrespective of family influ- 
ence or without regard to what State or city may chance to have 
been their home, the neglect will be speedily felt in diminished 
patronage and waning prosperity. We insist that it is the duty 
of the governors of all those schools, whose prominence and pros- 
perity enable them to select the incoming members of their Fac- 
ulty, to be governed in their choice solely by the ability of the 
candidate to perform in the highest degree the duties of his Pro- 
fessorship. This has always been the policy of the University of 








* We are informed that the candidate recommended by the faculty received the 
earnest support of all its members except one, who preferred to keep aloof from the 
whole matter. 
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Louisville, and we can but think that it has essentially contribu- 
ted to its prosperity. 

If the city in which a medical school is established can furnish 
a candidate for a vacant Professorship equal in all respects to one 
who lives at a distance, it would certainly be proper and expedi- 
ent to elect him, otherwise the claim of residence should be disre- 
garded. 

We do not intend by these remarks to cast any disrespect upon 
Professor Smrru. He may be, for any thing we know to the con- 
trary, the most competent man who could have been obtained in 
the whole country, but it seems that those who are now his col- 
leagues thought otherwise. 

It is certainly no disparagement to the character of the medical 
profession of any city, even of Philadelphia, so justly distinguished 
for the eminence of her physicians, to find it advisable to look 
abroad for the occupant of an important medical professorship. 
It is not always an easy matter to find that rare combination of 
excellencies so essential in constituting a great teacher, and it 
may chance now and then that some lesser town has developed 
and matured the ability and capacity required for the occasion. 

Extensive professional learning, profound attainments in the 
special department to be taught, together with consummate abil- 
ity as a practitioner, are not the only qualifications necessary for 
the occupant of a Professor’s chair. To these he must add the 
ability to teach, and to become eminent, he must possess that fac- 
ulty in an extraordinary degree. Men of highly respectable at- 
tainments are to be found in numbers gratifying to our national 
pride in all our cities, but the combination of qualities just re- 
ferred to is much less frequent. 

But the point connected with the late action of the trustees of 
the University of Pennsylvania which more especially arrested our 
attention and led to the writing of this article, is the constant re- 
port, that in the election of Professor Smiru the trustees disre- 
garded what may properly be called the unanimous recommenda- 
tion of the Faculty. This is certainly an unusual procedure, 
and it seems to us one, if general, certain to produce the most dis- 
astrous results. The prosperity and usefulness of every medical 
ollege is largely dependeut upon the character and qualifications 











1855. } Editorial Department. 445 


of its Professors. Splendid buildings, collossal museums, exten- 
sive libraries and apparatus, together with illimitable hospital 
facilities and anatomical supplies, will not make a great medical 
school, unless these means are in the hands of an accomplished 
and efficient Faculty. This is felt and admitted by all who are 
experienced in the history and management of such institutions, 
and consequently whenever a vacancy occurs in the board of 
teachers, the utmost anxiety exists in the minds of the remaining 
members until it is satisfactorily filled. If the question is seri- 
ously asked—which of the two bodies constituting the officers of 
a medical college, Trustees or Professors, is best qualified to judge 
of the qualifications and decide upon the merits of a candidate for 
a vacant chair, it seems to us there can be no doubt as to the an- 
swer. The members of the Faculty are directly and personally 
interested in every thing pertaining to the school with which they 
are connected. Its interests and reputation are identical with 
their own, and they cannot possibly be governed by any motives, 
in their choice of a new Professor, which do not tend directly to 
its present and future prosperity. Not only their income, but 
what with men of generous minds is of greater importance, their 
professional reputation and character are largely dependent upon 
the reputation and character of their colleagues, and hence the 
fidelity of the Professors of a medical college to its true interests 
may always be relied upon. If they commit error it will always 
be the result of a mistake in judgment, while their position renders 
them of al] other men best qualified to judge in this matter, and ex- 
perience has abundantly proved that they are rarely mistaken. 
The vigorous but usually generous competition which characterizes 
medical teaching in this country, renders those engaged in it vigi- 
lant in marking the development and progress of those who are 
attaining positions of distinction and influence, and the desire not 
to be distanced in the race by rival schools, causes the members 
of the faculty of all our leading institutions to be exceedingly 
circumspect in their selection of new colleagues so as to add to 
their strength and prosperity. And what other body of men, we 
ask, can possess the same means of knowing, and consequently of 
judging of the varied qualifications requisite for a medical profes- 
sorship, or of the respective merits of rival candidates? The 
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Boards of Trustees are usually constituted from the various pro- 
fessions and avocations of life with but a small sprinkling of phy- 
sicians. Judges and lawyers, statesmen and divines, merchants 
and bankers, are liberally arrayed upon the lists, and however 
eminent they may be in their respective spheres, and however 
anxious they may be for the prosperity of the college under their 
charge, they must of necessity be poorly qualified to judge in this 
important matter. Their knowledge must come from others, and 
if they prefer to disregard the opinions of those most deeply inter- 
ested, their own ‘professors, and trust to letters of recommenda- 
tion, certificates of qualification, or even their own personal ac- 
quaintance, there will be a strong liability, amounting often to a 
certainty, that they will be led into the commission of serious errors. 
State or city pride, family influences, exerted in behalf of a relative 
who chances to be an aspirant, personal friendships, or even enmi- 
ties, professional jealousies and rivalries, all may be brought to 
bear upon men whose occupations and studies have not fitted them 
for this delicate duty, and whose more indirect and consequently 
less absorbing interest renders them less vigilant. Physicians are 
the best judges of the professional character and qualifications of 
their brethren, and medical teachers know best what medical 
teachers are and what they should be. 

It seems to us that there is but one proper course to be pursued 


in a matter so important as the election of a medical professor, 


one which is so intimately connected with the prosperity of all our 
medical schools. It seems to us that in all cases where the faculty 
are unanimous in the recommendation of a candidate for a vacant 
chair, the trustees should unhesitatingly approve and confirm it, 
and that only where disagreements exist among the professors 
should the discretion of the trustees be exercised in the election, 
and we are confident that where this custom. has prevailed, and 
we believe it to be almost universal, the trustees have rarely if 
ever had occasion to doubt the wisdom of their action. 


B. R. P. 
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THE LOUISVILLE MEDICAL CLUB. 


Tue Louisville Medical Club met at the house of Dr. Knieut, 
on the evening of the Ist of May, 1855. Dr. L. Rogrrs, Senior 
Vice-President in the chair, and the following members present :— 
Drs. Kyieut, Wretz, Marsuary, Harpin, L. P. and D. W. Yanpett, 
Patmer, Gross and Barter. 

In compliance with the request of the Club, Dr. Bensasmn R. 
Patmer expressed his views on peritoneal inflammation. 

He said that his attention had been particularly called to this 
disease. It prevailed where he had practiced in Vermont. He 
had been educated in the antiphlogistic school, and accordingly 
his first patient was bled three times—she died. The next patient 
he bled three times in twenty-four hours without affording relief. 
At this juncture he chanced upon a copy of Joun Bext’s journal, 
containing lectures from Armstrone, who stated that for peri- 
toneal inflammation there were three remedies—blood-letting, 
opium and calomel. He gave the opium in five grain, and the 
calomel in one grain doses. Of the two remedies, he deemed 
opium the more efficacious. Dr, Patmer’s second case began to 
improve when opium was given. 

About ten years ago having been called to a patient, rather ad- 
vanced in the disease, he commenced the treatment with opium 
and calomel. He then experimented to determine if blood-letting 
might not be dispensed with—and he succeeded without it. 

Dr. Ciarx tried opium alone, at Bellevue, and found it com- 
petent to cure. This was about ten years ago, and since that 
time Dr. Patmer has treated peritoneal inflammation with opium. 
He is satisfied of its extraordinary curative effects. He gives it 
to the extent of rendering the patient comfortable—two grains 
every two hours in ordinary cases. Three years ago he treated 
a case giving five grains of opium every two hours for three days. 
In two or three instances he narcotised his patients, so that in one 
case the respirations were only three and a half ina minute. If 
the pulse of patients without opium is 120, it will sometimes fall 
to 100 under its influence. This remedy has been successful in 
his hands when there was hiccup, vomitings, pinched face, &c. 

Cases of peritoneal inflammation are rare even in the neighbor- 
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hood of Woodstock; but for the past twelve years he has treated 
three or four cases each year. Some of the physicians in his sec- 
tion purged their patients—frequently calling the disease bilious 
colic. Such treatment was unsuccessful. 

In relation to the constipating effect of opium, he had observed 
that as soon as the violence of the disease abates, there are fre- 
quent actions on the bowels, He remembers a stout man who 
went twenty-one days, another nineteen, and others twelve and 
fourteen days without evacuations. 

Dr. Criarx has satisfied himself that opium was competent to 
the cure of this inflammation by employing it during a severe 
epidemic of puerperal fever at Bellevue. Dr. CrarK has given 
enormous doses of opium. In one case four hundred and seventy- 
two grains were given; in another one ounce was exhibited in 
fourteen days. 

Dr. Patmer mentioned the case of a woman who recovered from 
a terrific attack, and in whom he is confident the peritoneal adhe- 
sions gave way after having troubled the patient for several years. 
She referred the breaking up of these adhesions to the jarring 
produced by equestration; it was sudden and attended with pain, 
shock, &e. 

Sometimes the opium produces perspirations; when it does 
he simply diminishes—does not suspend the dose. He has never 
known effusion in the cranium to result from its use. 

In cases of colic Dr. Parmer gives opium first, and then uses 
evacuants. 

Dr. Crzrx should be considered in the first rank of anti- 
phlogistic practitioners, and he proposed to try opium in peri- 
carditis. 

Dr. Parmer had never encountered an epidemic with opium. 
Dr. Crarx, however, had; of seventeen of his cases, eleven re- 
covered ; those that did not recover were among the first treated. 
As to its modus operandi he had not speculated ; its interference 
with the due oxygenation of the blood might be considered a 
mode. 

Dr. Joun Harorn reported three cases treated by opium at the 
suggestion of Dr. Paumer. 

One was a woman with metroperitonitis—sick two days. She 
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had been treated with purgatives. Her pulse was 130; her ab- 
domen enormously distended, and her face hippocratic. He or- 
dered her one grain of opium every hour. She slept, and the 
next morning he commenced giving one half grain of morphine 
every two hours, continuing this dose fer several days. She re- 
covered in eight days. 

Last winter he had another case complicated with severe 
bronchitis. She had bad symptoms, tympanitis—in short, looked 
as if she would die in twelve hours. Under the opium treatment 
she recovered in ten days. 

In a third case occurring in a stout woman, he gave nothing 
throughout but opium; she was well in ten days. 

Dr. Haxpin has seen a number of cases of peritonitis occur dur- 
ing epidemics of erysipelas. Le remembers that of two cases one 
died. The treatment adopted was not mentioned. 

Dr. Gross referred to the mechanical effects of opium, as ex- 
planatory of its curative powers in peritonitis. 

Dr. Harpin enumerated its physiological effects. 

Dr. Knicut said that he treated a woman with peritonitis 
twenty years ago with opium, nitre and ipecac. He was in the 
habit of giving it as a remedy in these cases 

Dr. L. P. Yanpetx extolled its curative powers. He considers 
it the best remedy for sick headache. 

Dr. David W. Yanpvexx reported that the scurvy was pretty 
abundant in the Louisville Marine Hospital, as well as in the 
poorer quarters of the city. The worst cases were those who had 
labored for a year or more on the railroads, deprived of vegetable 
food. He remarked that they had no special predilection for a 
vegetable diet. He was treating them with acidulated drinks, and 
a full allowance of vegetables. 

Dr. Wiste proposed some questions as to the connexion be- 
tween rheumatism and dyspepsia. Dr. D. W. Yanpect remarked 
that the connexion was recognized and fully set forth by Dr. Futter 
in his work on Rheumatism. 

Dr. Lewis Rogrrs was requested to give a history of the scurvy 
as now prevailing in Kentucky, at the next meeting. 

(After accepting the invitation of Dr. Rogers to meet at his 
house on Tuesday evening, the 5th of June next, the Club 
adjourned.) JOHN BARTLETT, Szgo’y. 
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THE STETHESCOPE. 

Tne Sterarscorr, which has again changed hands, is said now 
to be placed on a permanent basis. Gooprmer A. Wuson, M. 
D., and Ricumonp A. Lewis, M. D., its new editors, appear in 
the June number in a handsome salutatory, the conclusion of 
which is contained in the following extract:—‘* To the liberal 
minded—those who are in favor of the enactment of the reforms 
which the best heads and hearts of the profession have recom- 
mended—-those who are proud of that profession, on account of 
its achievements in the past, and who would exalt its destiny in 
the future, and who would erect higher muniments of protection 
around its honor—to all such we appeal for their sympathy and 
counsel, and the contributions of their pens, in our efforts to con- 
duct a fair, liberal and independent medical press.” 

The Stethescope is connected with no medical school, and has 
heretofore on various occasions, given some pretty hard blows to 
those institutions which being weighed in the balances used by 
its editors were found wanting. The tone of our Virginia con- 
frére has always been high, and its course independent, albeit it 
has sometimes occurred to us that it was rather hasty at contra- 
diction and too prone to apply the lash to those who did not wheel 
at the word of command into the ranks of the great army of Reform 
headed by that very notorious individual Young America. This 
was, we think, more observable during the administration of our 
friend Dr. Gooon, the projector of the Stethescope, than when the 
journal was edited by the six gentlemen appointed by the State 
Medical Society. Under the direction of the latter corps, the 
Stethescope did good service in the cause of medical science and 
took rank among the leading medical periodicals of the country. 

We wish Drs. Wizson and Lewis abundant success in their 
enterprise. They assume the control of a journal which already 
has a large subscription list and what is of even more importance 
to its usefulness—-with many valuable and industrious contribu- 
tors. We trust they may continue to write up to their “ plattorm”’ 


and reap a rich harvest both in honors and money. 
D. W. Y. 
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BranvenserG, Meade Oo., Ky., 
June 2, 1855. 
To the Editor of the Western Journal of Medicine & Surgery: 
Dear Sm:—The friends of the Meade, Hardin, and Brecken- 
ridge County Medical Association, met at the Big Spring, on the 
1st day of June, and organized by electing for one year the fol- 
lowing officers:—J. G. Hicks, M. D., President; W. W. Board, 
M. D., Vice President; J. V. Withers, M. D., Secretary; H. K. 
Pusey, M. D., Cor. Secretary; F. H. McAtee, Treasurer; E. O. 


Brown, M. D., J. H. McCay, M. D., J. Odiorne, M. D., Execu- 
tive Committee. 


The next meeting of the Association will be held at Branden- 
burg, on the first Monday in December next. Letters should be 
addressed to the Cor. Secretary at Garnettsville, Meade Co., Ky. 


J. V. WITHERS, Secretary. 

We cheerfully give the above proceedings a place in our pages. 
We regret that there are not more such organizations in Ken- 
tucky. If conducted with the proper spirit they can but be pro- 
ductive of great good. Their sessions afford not only an oppor- 
tunity for the interchange of opinions, the discussion of medical 
subjects and the like, but in a social point of view they are of 
signal benefit They bring the members of our common calling 
together—they diminish jealousies,—they allay sectional preju- 
dices,—they correct error—they beget kindly feelings and make 
friends. We would suggest to the gentlemen composing the As- 
sociation alluded to above that quarterly meetings would be better 
than meetings held only semi-annually. Two meetings during 
the course of the year are hardly sufficient. 


D. W. Y. 


A DELUGE OF BOOKS. 





After reading the subjoined list of new books that are just ready 
to issue from the press, or are in process of preparation, no one 
can doubt that the profession is being thoroughly inoculated with 
the cacewthes scribendi. If many of the new works are of the size 
of some of very recent issue that are now lying on our table we 
cannot, for our part, see how a physician who has any number of 
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daily visits to pay will ever have time to read more than their 
table of contents. The following are announced :— 

By Lindsay & Blakiston:—Canton’s Paihological and Surgical 
Observations ; Dixon’s Guide to the Practical Study of Diseases 
of the Eye; Jones’ Pathological and Clinical Observations on 
the Morbid Conditions of the Stomach; Lee’s Pathological and 
Surgical Observations; Garrod on the Essentials of Materia 
Medica; Johnson on Epidemic Cholera and Diarrhea. 

By Blanchard & Lea:—La Roche on Yellow Fever; Prof. Dick- 
son, of Charleston, on the Hlements of Medicine; Browne on 
Surgical Diseases of Females; Graham’s Elements of Chemis- 
try; Ludlow’s Manual of Examinations, a new edition; Leh- 
man’s Physiological Chemistry ; Tyler Smith on Leucorrhaa; 
Rokitansky’s Pathological Anatomy; Gross’s System of Sur- 
gery; Carpenter on the Microscope and its Revelations; Todd 
and Bowman’s Physiological Anatomy and Physiology of Man; 
Hoblyn’s Dictionary of Medical Terms; Sibson’s Medical An- 
atomy ; Manual of the Practice of Medicine, by Barlow; Gen- 
eral Physiology, by Carpenter; Toynbee’s Aural Surgery; Cur- 
ling on Diseases of the Testis, new edition; Peaselee’s Human 
Histology; Longet’s Treatise on Physiology; Stillé’s Principles 
of Therapeutics. 

By S. 8. & W. Wood :—Diseases of the Rectum, by Richard 
Quain; A Series of Anatomical Plates, by Jones Quain; The 
Anatomical Remembrancer. 

Dr. Stephen Smith, of New York, is engaged upon a work en- 
titled Medical Jurisprudence in its Application to the Practice 
of Medicine, Surgery, and Midwifery in the United States. 
Prof. Draper, of New York, is preparing a Treatise on Physi- 
ology, which will be issued in two or three months; Prof. Mott’s 


Tour in the East, will soon appear in a second edition. 
D. W. Y. 
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Leciures on Oxiyicat Surgery. By James Syme, Esq., Profes- 
sor of Clinical Surgery in the University of Edinburgh. 

Lecture VI. Popliteal Aneurism.—There is a man at present 
in ward No. 5, with a tumor in the popliteal space, which we re- 
cognize by several symptoms, and especially by its expansive pul- 
sation, as an aneurism. The patient is a blacksmith, thirty-two 
years of age. About eighteen months ago he slipped upon a wet 
floor, and violently stretched the parts in the left ham. He suf- 
fered pain in that situation for a week, but was afterwards uncon- 
scious of anything wrong in the leg till about six weeks ago, when 
he began to experience uneasiness in the ham and calf, and, on 
putting his hand to the popliteal space, discovered a throbbing 
swelling of small size, which has since rapidly increased, and is 
now as large as the closed fist. A violent blow or strain is almost 
always mentioned by the patient as the cause of popliteal aneur- 
ism. There can be little doubt that the internal coats of the ves- 
sel are injured at the time of the accident, being perhaps predis- 
posed to rupture by disease; the aneurism then gradually forms, 
and increases in size, often without producing any obvious symp- 
toms till it has attained considerable bulk, when it presses on the 
popliteal nerve and on the vein, causing pain, simulating rheuma- 
tism, and swelling of the foot. Even when pain does occur, it is 
apt to be so diffused that the attention of the patient is not drawn 
to the part. A cavalry officer consulted Mr. Liston in London 
for supposed rheumatism of the leg, and medicines suitable for 
that complaint were prescribed. He next consulted the late Dr. 
Abercrombie, who discovered a popliteal aneurism, and sent the 
patient to me. So little inconvenience did the tumor occasion, 
that, in spite of my remonstrances, this gentleman persisted in 
following the hounds till the day before I operated upon him, 
The condition of the parts in the origin of aneurism is rather a 
matter of inference than of direct observation. Almost the only 
instance on record in which the first stage of the complaint has 
been observed was met with in examining the body of King 
George II., where a crevice was found in the aorta, with a small 
clot external to it; and there can be little doubt that, had his 
Majesty lived longer, he would have been the subject of aneurism 
of the aorta. 
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Leaving now these pathological inquiries, let us consider the 
more important question at present, how we are to cure the disease ; 
and, first, Is it necessary that we should interfere in the case? 
This leads us to speak of the prognosis of aneurism. No doubt 
coagulation may occur spontaneously, and lead to a natural cure. 
[t has twice happened that a patient, having come from the coun- 
try in order that I might tie the femoral artery for popliteal aneu- 
rism, within forty-eight hours of his being placed in perfect quiet, 
pulsation has ceased, and the tumor has subsequently disappeared. 
Such cases are, however, unfortunately quite exceptional. In all 
probability, the aneurism, if left to itself, would increase in size, 
and lead either to mortification from obstruction of the circulation, 
or to fatal hemorrhage from rupture. We are, therefore, called 
upon to adopt some means of treatment, and you are aware that 
there are two methods for us to choose between—namely, ligature 
of the vessel, and the application of pressure over it. It may be 
said, in tavor of the former, that it causes no pain whatever; since 
if chloroform is used, the patient does not feel the operation, and 
he suffers nothing after it, his only duty being to keep quiet for a 
fortnight or three weeks. The advantages alleged in favor of com- 
pression are, that it is safer, ligature being attended with risk of 
hemorrhage or mortification of the limb, while compression is 
devoid of these dangers, and therefore preferable. On the other 
hand, if the operation of ligature be properly executed, it is 
almost absolutely free from danger; pressure, moreover, does not 
always succeed, even in the most experienced hands, and gener- 
ally requires to be applied for weeks or months before any appre- 
ciable effect is produced by it, while the patient requires to be 
kept almost under military discipline, in the endurance of very 
considerable pain, as you will understand if you will apply a 
tourniquet on your own persons. In an institution like this, the 
length of time occupied is a serious consideration; for instance, a 
patient lately in the hospital, whose case has been published, was 
tor seven months under treatment by compression, and at last 
ligature of the artery was resorted to. Here was a bed occupied 
for this protracted period which might have been the means of 
relief to many cases, with proportionate instruction to those who 
study here. But it may be said, in addition, that pressure is not 
quite so safe as it is generally stated to be; it may lead to morti- 
fication, and other disturbances, which have been described in 
some cases that have been published, and which, I have reason to 
believe, would be found more frequent if all the cases in which 
compression has been tried, were placed before the public. After 
a careful consideration of the subject, I have come to the conclu- 
sion that, if the operation of ligature be performed properly, with 
due attention to the niceties that render it safe, it is preferable; 
but if circumstances prevent this, compression should, by all 
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means, be had recourse to. I can understand many such circum- 
stances; for instance, a surgeon in the public service, or some 
remote district of the country, who has little opportunity of prac- 
tising operative surgery, may fee] that compression would be the 
safer treatment. In short, the question seems to me very similar 
to that of whether a catheter should be passed, or the bladder 
punctured, for retention of urine; if the urine can be drawn off by 
catheter, by all means let this be done, but if the circumstances 
of the case should be such that not one surgeon in a hundred could 
do so, it would be incumbent upon the ninety-nine to obviate the 
risk of rupture by puncture of the bladder; and, hence, whilst I 
regard the introduction of the catheter as the preferable means of 
relieving retention of urine, I have never undervalued puncture 
of the bladder as an operation in surgery. I say this the more 
because | read, a few days ago, in a London periodical, the state- 
ment that I ‘have endeavored to cast a certain amount of dis- 
credit on those who have ably devoted their time and energy to 
the trial of a more simple and less hazardous cure of this formida- 
ble disease.” 

This is a very serious accusation against any man, and particu- 
larly so when coming from one teacher of surgery against another. 
You, at least, gentlemen, will I hope hold me incapable of such 
conduct. It is indeed quite true that I have given no countenance 
to all the clap-trap performances of what has in recent times been 
denominated ‘‘conservative surgery,” but it is not true that I have 
in any way opposed the efforts of those who have striven to improve 
the practice of surgery. The same lecturer says that the treatment 
of aneurism by compression was ‘tin vogue,” as he expresses it, 
“two hundred years ago,” but was “abandoned after the trial of 
Hunter’s operation in 1780.” This is entirely incorrect, and for 
very obvious reasons, since compression, as now practised, was 
only thought of by following out the principle of the treatment of 
Hunter and Desault, (for Desault’s name should always be men- 
tioned along with Hunter’s in speaking of this subject). Hunter’s 
operation contrasted strongly in its results with the old method, 
which was, to cut into the aneurism and tie the vessel both imme- 
diately above and_ below it, a proceeding which was so rarely suc- 
cessful, that Dr. Wilmer, of Coventry, (1779,) says that he knew 
of no instance of its being so in this country. When, therefore, 
it was learned that the operation of Hunter was commonly fol- 
lowed by success, a very great sensation was | prone in the 
medical world; but, unhappily, it soon appeared that the opera- 
tion was not unaccompanied with risk of hemorrhage, and you 
will find that various expedients were in consequence introduced 
with the hope of diminishing this danger. Instead of a simple 
piece of silk or fine thread, ligatures of reserve, as they were called, 
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were also passed, to be used if necessary; thick cords or tapes 
were employed, a pad of lint was interposed between the vessel 
and the ligature the artery was exposed and forceps (presse-art2res) 
were applied for a time instead of a permanent ligature, and with 
similar views the artery was compressed at the seat of Hunter's 
operation, without exposure of the vessel; and if you will look 
into M. Boyer’s Surgery, you will find two cases recorded in which 
this treatment had been used successfully, and in reading the ac- 
counts it will seem to you as if you were perusing recent cases 
instead of those half a century old. Now I beg you to notice 
what took place subsequently. The cases I speak of were in 1804 
and 1806; in 1807 a great step was made by the publication of 
a work by Dr. Jones, a graduate of Edinburgh, on the process by 
which hemorrhage is arrested. He clearly made out the follow- 
ing important points:—that the safety of the operation of ligature 
is the greatest when the artery is exposed to the smallest possible 
extent; also, that the risk is less, the less the surrounding parts 
are disturbed and torn, and the more exclusively they are divided 
by a sharp cutting edge; further, that the ligature, which isa 
foreign body, should be as small as is consistent with strength, 
and tightly tied. It was found that if these points were attended 
to, the ligature of arteries was accompanied with much less risk 
than had previously been the case. Following out these princi- 
ples, 1 have tied the femoral artery twenty-three times, without 
any bad effect. 1 donot by any means wish to say that every 
artery | happen to tie will be tied successfully, but I do say that 
this fact is sufficient to warrant me in maintaining that the opera- 
tion, when properly performed, is not in itself a dangerous one. 

Now let me explain distinctly what 1 mean by the operation 
being properly performed: 1 do not wish to imply something done 
with extraordinary dexterity, or what only a few persons can do, 
but I would insist upon the necessity of bestowing sufficient care 
upon the procedure. Take, if you please, half an hour, or a whole 
forenoon about it; but do not pass the needle till the artery has 
been sufficiently separated from the contiguous structures, to ena- 
ble you to avoid all risk of injury to the vein, which is the great 
source of danger to be dreaded. The same surgeon whose state- 
ments I have already alluded to says, that ‘‘ he has seen the artery 
tied quite as well by other surgeons of eminence” as it has been 
done by myself, ‘‘ without the same beneficial effects.” This is a 
very stupid statement—I repeat it, a very stupid statement; for 
the result will be a better criterion as to the performance of an 
operation than the opinion of a bystander. 

Having been led to enter upon this subject, I will tell you of a 
ease in which this same lecturer was acting as assistant at the 
tying of a femoral artery, and at which I was also asked to be 
present. When the dissection had been carried to a certain length | 
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I was asked to come forward and say whether I thought the parts 
were ina fit state for the needle to be passed. Not seeing the 
arterial coats distinctly, I said, that in my opinion, the vessel 
ought to be exposed more completely, remarking, that though I 
had never known any harm result trom clearing the vessel too 
much, I had seen the most disastrous consequences arise from an 
opposite condition. These suggestions did not appear to produce 
any effect; the needle was passed forthwith, and the operation 
was supposed to be satisfactorily completed; but within a week I 
met the operator in the street, and was asked to be present at the 
dissection of the body. On making the examination, we found 
that the vein had been pierced by the needle, and that the man 
had died of phlebitis. 

The patient now up stairs has been already in the hospital for 
ten days, during which time he has been confined to bed, and 
kept on rather spare diet; and as there is no reason for further 
delay, I intend to operate upon him to-morrow, and may at pre- 
sent merely remark, that the needle which I hold in my hand is, 
I believe, of the best form. Various complicated apparatus have 
been invented for tying arteries in different situations; but, with 
this identical needle, 1 have passed a ligature round nearly every 
artery in the body,—common iliac, external iliac, femoral, sub- 
clavian, carotid, humeral, &c., and I believe, that in all cases, it 
is superior to the complicated means I have alluded to. The 
other instruments that will be necessary, will be a knife, dissect- 
ing forceps, and hooks to hold aside the parts. As to copper 
knives and silver knives, which are not even yet everywhere ban- 
ished from surgica! armamentaria, I would recommend you to 
have as little to do with them as possible. 

In speaking of the causes of aneurism, I forgot to mention mus- 
cular action as having a great influence upon the bloodvessels. 
To illustrate this effect I may mention an experiment which I 
once happened to see performed by the late Dr. John Reid upon 
a dog whose femoral artery was exposed, while the force of the 
blood in it was measured by a bent tube containing mercury, one 
end being tied in the artery; it was very striking to observe, that 
when the animal struggled the mercury rose in the tube, and fell 
again as it became quiet. This effect of muscular action on the 
force of the blood is of great importance, not only in the produe- 
tion of aneurism, but also in other matters. The greater the mus- 
cular action that occurs during an operation, the more blood will 
be lost; and hence the patient underechloroform will lose less 
blood than one who has not been subjected to its influence; the 
former having lost less blood, and also not suffering the pain 
which would otherwise attend the operation, is not liable to the 
faintness and collapse that almost always occurred at the close of 
an operation before chloroform was introduced. At that time, no 
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other vessels being seen throwing out jets of blood, the patient 
was removed to bed in his collapsed state; but soon after, on the 
occurrence of reaction, bleeding was very apt to break out afresh ; 
whereas at present, when chloroform is used, the vessels being 
tied when the circulation is in full action, secondary hemorrhage 
is a comparatively rare occurrence. Iam surprised that, much 
as has been written respecting the advantages of chloroform, this 
important point has not been noticed, so far as lam aware, by 
auy writer on the subject. 

{ Mr. Syme tied the artery on the following day (Jan. 9th), the 
patient being under chloroform. The saphena vein, which was 
somewhat varicose, lay over the course of the vessel, and was held 
to the inner side during tie deeper parts of the operation, which 
presented no difficulty. The immediate effect of the application 
of the ligature was to abolish pulsation in the tumor, and to pro- 
duce a great diminution in its bulk. A thick worsted stocking 
was put upon each leg, and the limb supported in an easy position 
by a pillow; and, as the weight of the bed clothes was kept from 
the limb by a “cradle,” some cotton wadding was thrown over 
the leg and foot, to compensate for the difference of covering in 
the two legs. In the afternoon, shortly after the operation, the 
pulse was 64; in the evening the toes of the affected foot felt to 
the hand, through the stocking, slightly cooler than those of the 
other foot. During the night he suffered some pain in the leg. 
Next morning the pulse was still 64; the same difference of tem- 
perature existed between the toes of the two feet, the other parts 
of the feet being of equal warmth; still some pain in the leg. 
On the second day the pulse continued at 64, and the difference 
of temperature of the feet the same; the leg affected with some 
superficial tenderness; no swelling of the foot. On the third day 
the foot was in the same state, but the pulse had risen to 80; there 
was, however, no other evidence of constitutional disturbance. 
On the fourth day, the pulse was 72; the feet equal in tempera- 
ture throughout; no spontaneous pain; tenderness almost gone. 
The wound, which was dressed at the time of the operation with 
interrupted sutures and dry lint, was dressed again for the first 
time on the evening of this day; it had united to a great extent 
by lirst intention; no blush or uneasiness about the wound. On 
the fifth day, pulse 60. In the evening the stocking was removed 
for the first time since the operation; the cuticle of the dorsum of 
the foot was slightly shriveiled, in consequence of the subsidence 
of the swelling which had.existed before the operation; the tumor 
continued free from pulsation, and still diminishing in size; the 
hamstrings, instead of being pushed aside by the swelling, now 
lay loose beside it; general health continuing good. Seventh 
day: Still going on well; union by first intention has evidently 
been complete as regards the deeper parts of the wound, which 
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furnish no discharge. The small superficial ulcer that remains is 
treated with water dressing, the patient continuing to express 
himself perfectly comfortable. On the 18th of Jan., Mr. Syme 
spoke of the case, in his lectures, as follows:—] 

The man who was operated upon for popliteal aneurism nine 
days since is going on perfectly well; there is nothing he can 
complain of, except confinement to bed, which will probably not 
last many days longer. When you see a patient laboring under a 
formidable disease cured by an operation which gives him, through 
chloroform, no pain at the time, with the expenditure of only a few 
drops of blood, and little or no subsequent suffering, you naturally 
regard the treatment as very near perfection. Why, then, you 
will ask, is it not universally adopted? On account of danger to 
which it is said to be liable from two sources, viz: mortification 
and hemorrhage. I wish to consider at present how far these two 
sources of danger are unavoidable, and upon what they depend. 
And first of mortification. This is said to be due to the limb 
being weakened in its vitality when the artery is tied, in conse- 
quence of the blood not flowing sufficiently freely through the 
anastomosing vessels, and this, it is alleged, operates more espe- 
cially in small aneurisms, where there has not occurred sufficient 
dilatation of the anastomosing vessels to form an efficient subsi- 
diary channel. Mortification is said to happen in two ways: in 
one, the weakened limb is for some time atter the operation cold 
and impaired in sensation; then a period of reaction occurs, ac- 
companied with pain, swelling, heat, and redness; and if this 
reaction be excessive, it may prove fatal to the limb by the inflam- 
mation. In the other mode of occurrence of mortification, reaction 
does not take place, but the limb remains cold, and its color 
changes to blue, its moisture exudes, and it finally becomes dry 
and black, like a mummy, and the death of the patient, or ampu- 
tution of the limb, is the inevitable consequence. These are very 
frightful statements, and I confess that in the first case on which 
I operated I felt considerable alarm. The ancurism was of small 
size, and the patient (a gentleman of no great firmness of consti- 
tution originally) had been much reduced by the treatment to 
which he had been subjected by the late Professor Thompson and 
Turner, viz: confinement to bed on very low diet, with the object 
of promoting spoutaneous cure, but with no beneticial result. To 
my astonishment, however, [ found after the operation that there 
was scarcely any appreciable difference of temperature between 
the two limbs; that this soon passed off, and that no inconvenience 
of any kind was experienced. This is now, I believe, the twenty- 
fourth case in which | have tied the femoral artery, and I never 
met with any other result. There has never been any difference 
of temperature, except a slight coolness, which required careful 
examination with the hand or the thermometer to detect. There 
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has never been any threatening of reaction, never even a partial 
slough, yet my patients have been old and young, (I once opera- 
ted on a boy, nine years old,) and the aneurisms both small and 
large, as well as of recent and of long duration. I have, however, 
seen mortification occur in the practice of others in both the ways 
I have mentioned. The case with reaction was one on which Mr. 
Liston operated ; the patient had suffered pain previously, and had 
been in the habit of relieving it by the use of warm baths, of which 
he kept an establishment. The pain continued after the opera- 
tion, and the hot bathing was liberally used the same evening and 
next day. Swelling and reaction came on, terminating in morti- 
fication, and I assisted Mr. Liston in amputating the thigh at the 
middle. In other cases I have seen the limb become cool after 
the operation, and in the evening cold as a dead body, then blue, 
and finally mummified. Now there must be reasons for results 
such as these, and | confess that this was to me at one time a sub- 
ject of very anxious inquiry ; but all my own investigation would 
perhaps have been vain, had it not been for the observations of 
Mr. Guthrie, which are important on many points, but especially 
on the subject of injuries of arteries. He observed that the artery 
alone might be obstructed without death of the limb, but that this 
was the invariable result if both artery and vein were obstructed 
together. 

In December, 1853, a boy, aged thirteen, employed on a rail- 
way in connexion with a colliery in Fifeshire, was riding on a 
wagon with his left leg hanging over one of the buffers, when the 
wagon came in contact with a locomotive, and the thigh was 
crushed above the knee between the buffers. On admission, the 
boy was unable to pass his urine, and I was asked to see him on 
account of supposed extravasation; but having drawn off some 
clear urine by cathcter, I saw that the swelling about the peri- 
neeum and scrotum was due to effusion of blood. The femur 
being fractured, a long splint was applied; the limb, however, 
was quite cold, and afterwards changed toa blue color, When 
speaking in this theatre of the case, at this period, I remarked 
that I suspected the artery and vein had both been injured; but 
being desirous to give the limb a chance, I did not operate at 
once, as I perhaps ought to have done. By and by, however, it 
appeared that the limb would not recover, the toes and part of the 
foot became completely mummified, while the leg remained dark, 
and the thigh was s0 much disorganized, that I was obliged to 
amputate as high as possible below the hip-joint. On examina- 
tion, we found that the popliteal artery had been torn across, and 
the vein much stretched and obstructed at the same place. The 
boy recovered slowly, and is now in good health; but his case 
was a very striking example of the truth of the principle alluded 
to. I have long been of opinion that where the results differed so 
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remarkably, not in degree, but in kind, there must be some dis- 
tinct cause for the difference, and this I believe to be some injury 
to the vein. I do not say always a wound ; a bruise may be suffi- 
cient to cause obstruction. In one case where mortification occur- 
red, and where I had an opportunity of examining the limb, the 
needle had grazed the vein, and excited phlebitis, which had 
obstructed it, and of which the patient ultimately died. The only 
explanation that I can arrive at is, that the vein suffers somehow 
at the time of the operation. You are all aware that the femoral 
vein is intimately connected with the artery, much more so than 
in the case of some other vessels that may require ligature—e. 7., 
the iliac artery is but loosely connected with the vein, and great 
freedom or even great roughness, may be used with it without bad 
result. It is not so, however, with the femoral; if you do not de- 
tach the artery from the vein with the greatest nicety, you will 
very likely either pierce or bruise the latter. But if you do the 
operation in the way that I shall presently describe, you may fairly 
expect that, instead of mortification either with or without reac- 
tion, the only change that will occur in the limb will be a slight 
diminution of temperature, productive of no inconvenience, and 
which will disappear in a few days’ 

Now, we come to the other source of danger, viz: hemorrhage; 
and in order to consider this, I must call your attention to the pro- 
cess of separation of the ligature. The first effect of the ligature 
is to cut through the internal and middle coats, and to draw the 
external coat into a small compass, not wider than a probe. The 
next result is the coagulation of the blood lying in the artery near 
the ligature, forming a conical coagulum on each side, tapering 
away like a worm as far as the nearest large branch. The next 
change is an effusion of lymph on each side of the ligature, sealing 
up the ends of the vessel; then a process of ulceration takes place 
for the separation of the foreign body, viz: the ligature, with the 
portion of external coat included in it. If you examine the liga- 
ture when it comes away a few days hence, you will find that it 
includes a substance, which is the piece of external coat that has 
died, in consequence of the constriction it has suffered. If the 
sloughing or ulceration go beyond due bounds, the lymph will be 
no longer able to prevent the clot from being forced out by the 
heart’s action. The clot could do little good of itself, but it 
diminishes the force of the blood upon the barrier of lymph, and 
the longer the coagulum, the more effectual will it be in this way; 
hence the further the ligature is removed froma large branch, the 
greater will be the patient’s safety. Now the femoral artery varies 
in its point of origin from the common femoral, and it is very im- 
portant that the ligature should be applied considerably below its 
lowest origin; hence one great element for safety is to tie low 
enough, and | do not doubt that some cases of hemorrhage have 
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occurred in consequence of the ligature being applied too high 
up. I have seen many persons perform this operation at a higher 
aap than I am in the custom of doing, which is where the artery 

as become overlapped by the sartorius muscle. The operation is 
rendered a little more difficult by the overlapping of the muscle, 
but this is altogether a secondary consideration. There is, how- 
ever, a limit to the distance downwards; if you go beyond the 
sartorius, as Ilunter did, you will be too near the aneurism. 
Whatever tends to denude the artery from its connexions will 
increase the extent of sloughing of the arterial coats; and what- 
ever bruises or lacerates the surrounding textures, and so inter- 
feres with union by the first intention, will have the effect of ex- 
posing the vessel, subsequently to the operation, during the pro- 
cess of suppuration that will ensue. All of you ought to be aware 
that when an artery is exposed, so as to enter into the formation 
of the wall of a suppurating cavity, it is apt to give way by ulcer- 
ation, whether a ligature has been sae se to it or not. Arteries 
not unfrequently lie near abscesses; the vessel does not, however, 
open into the abscess till the latter has been formed into a sinus, 
You will ask why this is the case. It may be difficult to give a 
satisfactory explanation, but we must not, therefore, disregard the 
fact. Mr. Liston was one day making his visit at University 
College Hospital, London, when his attention was directed by the 
house surgeon to a collection of fluid in the neck of a girl. Mr. 
Liston, seeing that the child was in other respects unhealthy, 
plunged a knife into the tumor, supposing it to be an abscess, but 
blood, instead of matter, poured out, and it was evident that he 
had opened a cavity communicating with the carotid artery. Mr. 
Liston maintained that this was an abscess into which the vessel 
had opened, and applied to several persons, and amongst others, 
to myself, inquiring whether we had ever met with such a thing. 
I mentioned several cases of arteries opening into sinuses, but I 
believe there is no well-authenticated instance on record of an 
abscess communicating with a large vessel before discharging its 
contents. 

Some time ago I was asked to see a ease in this hospital, where 
a large pulsating and fluctuating tumor existed above the sternum. 
There was, however, no pulsation during inspiration, and hence, 
as well as from some other circumstances, | concluded that it was 
an abscess. 1, however, declined to open it, on the ground that 
so long as the skin remained entire there was no risk of the great 
vessel opening into it; whereas, if it were opened, the artery 
might very probably give way into the sinus, and the patient’s 
death would be attributed to my interference. On the following 
day, or the day after that, the abscess opened of itself, and dis- 
charged a large quantity of matter, then, alter a day or two, there 
was a gush of arterial blood, and the patient died; illustrating in 
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a very striking manner the fact of which lam speaking. Keeping 
these things in mind, you will see that if, through bruising of the 
textures adjacent to the artery with blunt instruments, union by 
the first intention is prevented, the vessel will form part of the 
wall of a sinus when the wound suppurates, and there will be risk 
in addition to that attending separation of the ligature, of the coats 
giving way, so as to produce hemorrhage. 

In performing the operation, I recommend you to use nothing 
but an ordinary knife, a pair of dissecting forceps, a needle for 

assing the ligature, and some hooks for holding the parts aside. 

o not allow your assistant to draw the skin towards him while 
you make your incision, but, in order to keep the integument from 
slipping, place your hand across the thigh, and cut from it along 
the course of the vessel. After opening the fascia, you may per- 
haps be immediately upon the artery; this you may ascertain by 
feeling for its pulsation with your finger, which may be used for 
this purpose, but never for separating the textures. I think it 
better to divide the fascia over the sartorius, which is recognised 
by the direction of its fibres, when a little dissection brings you 
into the muscular interspace. I beg now to show you a thing, 
which you may think of small consequence, but which | have 
found very useful, viz: this form of hook for keeping the parts 
aside. I met with it accidentally amongst a set of old instru- 
ments, but it has proved of great service, as it not only holds the 
muscles to one side, but also presses them down; and in this re- 
spect the difficulty of the operation is greatly diminished by chlo- 
roform, which prevents the tension of the muscles which occurs 
when the patient is conscious. You will find in this, as in many 
surgical operations, that the result often depends upon some ap- 
parently trivial matter, on which, however, turns the whole ques- 
tion of a successful or fatal issue. 

[The ligature separated on the 6th of lebruary, when the cure 
might be considered complete. ] 


Lecrure IX. Excision or tue Exvsow-gornt, AND FRAcTURE 
THRovuGH THE Lower Enp or tue Humervs.—You had yesterday 
another opportunity of seeing excision of the elbow-joint, or rather 
excision of the articulating extremities, which were in that case 
firmly anchylosed. As you have now seen two of these opera- 
tions, and will probably, ere many days have elapsed, witness the 
third, | may make some observations at present on the subject. 

Not more than twenty-five years ago, in all cases of incurable 


disease at the elbow, the established practice was amputation of 


the arm. A few cases of excision of the articulation had occurred 
in France, and one in Ireland by Sir Philip Crampton; but the 
recovery having been extremely tedious, and the limb not proving 
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nearly equal to its natural condition, the operation had not been 
adopted in Great Britain. This imperfection of the results was 
mainly due to an error in regard to the extent of bone requiring 
removal. In caries, little more than the articular surface is en- 
gaged in the disease, and the part thus affected is of very limited 
thickness ; but beyond this the bone is roughened, being covered 
by an effusion of osseous substance, which is not morbid any more 
than that thrown out to unite a fracture, or supply the loss of sub- 
stance in necrosis. Moreau, father and son, were the surgeons 
who had performed the operation in France. Moreau says, in 
speaking of one of his operations, that, finding the bone roughened 
he cut off another inch of the shalf. Sir Philip Brampton, for a 
similar reason, removed the bone ‘three inches above the tuber- 
osity of the inner condyle.” The effect of such a proceeding is, 
to produce so great a relaxation of the parts, as to allow the mus- 
cles little command over the limb, while at the same time the 
recovery is much protracted. It occurred to me that the results 
might be better, if the part really diseased were alone removed. 
In 1827, I had under my care a young gentleman of tender years, 
with disease of the elbow-joint which had resisted all treatment. 
I wished to excise the articulation, but not finding any one in 
Edinburgh to sanction so unprecedented a proceeding, I reluct- 
antly performed amputation. I had not seen him again till last 
year, when a tall, fine looking man entered my room, and intro- 
duced himself as the subject of this case. I confess, I felt some 
remorse of conscience on looking at his empty sleeve; but I had 
the satisfaction of reflecting that this was the last case in which I 
was guilty of any such uunecessary mutilation. In 1828 I per- 
formed the operation on my own responsibility, and in 1831, pub- 
lished a treatise on the subject, having in the interval operated on 
fourteen cases. This mass of evidence attracted attention, and 
notwithstanding very violent opposition, the operation has since 
become more and more generally adopted, and at last even in 
London, which held out longest, it has during the last few years 
been occasionally practised. Lut while thus adopted, it has 
shared the same tate as another operation to which I lately alluded 
the principles of its performance having been overlooked. There 
is no operation in which the mode of making the incision is of 
more consequence. Unless they be sufficiently free, the portions 
of bone cannot be removed without risk of injury to the remain- 
ing parts, and unless they be properly directed, the resulting cica- 
trices will interfere with the free motions of the limb; and we are 
not satisfied here with the result unless there be perfect flexion, 
extension, and rotation, with the full natural amount of strength. 
I believe the only incisions by which this perfect result can be 
obtained, are those originally practised by Moreau, which are, a 
transverse one, carried across the back of the articulation immedi- 
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ately above the olecranon, from the ulna nerve to the external 
condyle, and two longitudinal through the extremitics of the trans- 
verse, 80 that the incision altogether has the form of the letter H. 
When the flaps have been raised, free access is gained to the artic- 
ulation, and when the operation is completed, the edges of the 
transverse incision, if brought accurately together, generally adhere 
by first intention, instead of healing by granulation and adhering 
to the bone, so as to prevent free motion. Having dissected up 
the flaps, do not attempt to remove all the articulation at once, as 
otherwise there will be a risk of cutting the ulnar nerve, with con- 
sequent deficiency of sensation and atrophy of the limb; but, 
having exposed the olecranon, cut it off in the first instance, so as 
to get free access to the joint, then divide the external lateral lig- 
ament, and having pushed the ulnar nerve over the inner condyle 
free the end of the humerus and saw it off on a line with the 
tuberosities ; and, lastly, move in succession the ends of the radius 
and ulna on a line with the base of the coronoid process. More 
than the extent thus defined would be unnecessary and injurious, 
while less would hardly remove the disease, and, even if it did, 
would incur the risk of anchylosis. In the cases you have hap- 
pened to see there has been anchylosis, resulting in one from 
disease, in the other from injury, and therefore there was some 
deviation from the ordinary plan of prvceeding, but its general 
principles were kept in view. 

The operation of excision of the elbow was not employed for 
anchylosis till long after it had been adopted for disease, since I 
had operated more than a hundred times tor the latter before I did 
so for the former. Though often requested to excise the joint 
under these circumstances, I had not been prepared to interfere 
with the healthy integuments merely for the convenience of the 
patient. But at last a young man, from the Highlands of Perth- 
shire, came to consult me with both arms permanently extended, 
one immovably so, and the other admitting of but a very slight 
degree of motion at the elbow; resulting, in the one case, from 
fracture with dislocation, in the other from dislocation only. It 
is impossible to imagine a greater degree of helplessness than this 
young man’s, who was obliged to seck assistance in the perform- 
ance of the most ordinary oftices. The case called loudly for inter- 
ference, and I performed excision of one elbow. The result was 
an arm so perfect that it could not be distinguished from a sound 
one till his sleeve was removed, exciting some surprise at the 
Medico-Chirurgical Society of this city, where I exhibited him 
several years ago. Encouraged by this success, | have since 
repeatedly excised the elbow for anchylosis; and | have been 
rather amused at a feeble attempt lately made in London to claim 
the credit due for this application of the operation for those who 
have done it subsequently. 
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I have now to direct your attention to another sct of cases of 
great interest. 

In one of the early days of November, a boy came here, as you 
may remember, with one of his arms fixed in the extended pos- 
ture, in consequence of an accident that had happened three or 
four weeks previously, causing a fracture of the humerus, simu- 
lating dislocation. Before puberty, a fall on the hand or elbow, 
even without any great degree of violence, is apt to cause fracture 
of the lower end of the humerus, which may occur in various 
directions, being in some cases a separation of the epiphysis, in 
others an oblique traeture through the condyles; and the resist- 
ance to the action of the triceps being removed, such an injury 
assumes the appearance of dislocation of the bones of the forearm 
backwards. A surgeon is sent for and recognises the features of 
a dislocation; he feels a dull grating on attempting to restore the 
bones to their natural position, and, having reduced the disloca- 
tion, as he supposes, contents himself with ordering rest and 
warm fomentations. Very speedily the weight of the limb, and 
the action of the muscles, reproduce the displacement; the sur- 
geon, perhaps, never sees the case again, or if he does, attributes 
the detormity to swelling consequent on the injury. When, how- 
ever, the swelling has subsided, the arm remains not only dis- 
torted, but stiff, and the patient isa cripple for life. I have 
known more professional reputations suffer from this error than 
trom any other in practical surgery that 1 could mention. All 
the treatment that is required for this injury is keeping the arm 
in asling ata right angle, with the elbow supported by a figure 
of 8 bandage, with compresses of lint before and behind. Since 
this case, although the month (November) is not yet done, we 
have had three others of a similar nature, proving the frequency, 
not only of the injury, but also of its erroneous treatment. In the 
first of these cases, as only three or four weeks had elapsed since 
the accident, I hoped something might be done by forcible flexion 
of the limb, and chloroform having been administered, I succeeded 
in bending it toan acute angle. So far, the gravity of the case 
is already much diminished, for it isa great thing to have the 
arm bent rather than extended, even should it remain stiff. I 
remember a horse dealer from Ireland, who came to me with one 
of his arms fixed at an obtuse angle, and told me he would give 
me the best horse in his possession if I could bring his arm into 
such a form that he could put a fork to his mouth. I then decli- 
ned interference, but if he were to apply now, I should have no 
hesitation in performing excision of the elbow. But I hope that 
mobility also may be attained in the case just referred to. 

The second case was of fifteen weeks’ standing, and, as any for- 
cible attempts to bend the arm were out of the question at this 
period, the case was dismissed as hopeless except through an 
operation. 
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The third case is also of fifteen weeks’ standing, and the boy, 
who is thirteen years of age, is now before you. The accident 
occurred in the following way —he fell on his right hand, with the 
arm bent, and while it remained in this position another boy was 
thrown upon it. He applied to a bone-setter, who told him his 
arm was dislocated; and, having attempted reduction, dismis. -d 
him with the arm ata right angle. Ile afterwards went toa reg- 
ular medical practitioner, who said the bone had been splintered 
as well as dislocated; but that it was too Jate for remedy. You 
see the olecranon is extremely prominent—almost like the os 
calcis; while the end of the humerus is to be felt too far forwards. 
These are the characters of dislocation; but a thickening about 
the humerus shows that there has been something more. This 
boy has been sent from Lanark for the purpose of having excision 
of the elbow-joint performed; and |, therefore, intend to do it, my 
only doubt being whether an attempt should not first be made to 
bend the arm after subcutaneous division of the tendon of the 
triceps. I fear, however, that the prominence of the end of the 
humerus forwards is too great to admit of bending of the limb 
without removal of the ends of the bones; but this I shall con- 
sider further. This boy, J. B , constitutes the fourth case. 
He is thirteen years old, and says that six weeks ago he fell from 
a wall upon his left hand. He went toa surgeon, who discovered 
fracture of the external condyle of the humerus. And the case 
seems to have been very properly treated in the first instance; 
but, probably from some negligence in the after treatment, the 
arm subsequently became extended and stiff, as you see. But 
the deformity is not nearly so great as in the last case. Here, as 
in the first of the series, I shall try what can be done by forcible 
bending of the limb. 

[Chloroform was now administered ; after which Mr. Syme both 
bent and extended the arm to nearly the full degree. In the 
afternoon, it could be moved through a considerable angle without 
pain; and the boy afterwards left the hospital in a greatly im- 
proved condition. Mr. Syme having come to the conclusion that 
resection of the joint afforded the only prospect of improvement 
to the limb, in the third case mentioned, pertormed the operation 
on the 6th of December. Having made the incisions in the usual 
way, dissected up the flaps, and removed the olecranon with bone- 
pliers, he found it necessary to deviate from the usual course, 
which is to take off next the end of the humerus, as the radius 
and ulna, being dislocated backwards, overlapped it, and were, 
therefore, removed in the first instance. The end of the humerus 
was of avery peculiar form in consequence of the articulating 
part below the condyles having been broken off, and displaced 
forwards, and then united to the rest of the bone. Having sawn 
off the extremity of the humerus, just above the condyles, Mr. 
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Syme brought together the edges of the incisions with interrupted 
suture, taking particular care to retain the margins of the trans- 
verse incision in accurate apposition. The arm being then care- 
fully held half bent in the position it was intended to maintain 
for the next few days, Mr. Syme placed thick pieces of folded lint 
upon the elbow, so arranged as to leave parts of the line of incis- 
ion free for the escape of discharge, and then applied a bandage, 
six yards in length, in the figure-of-8 form, to support the limb. 
Next day, Mr. Syme exhibited the ends of the bones to the class, 
and made the following remarks :—] 

I am now able to show you the portions of bone which were 
removed in the operation yesterday, placed in their relative posi- 
tion. You see that a prominence like an exostosis projects for- 
wards from the lower end of the humerus; this is the articular 
part below the coudyles, which has been separated from the rest, 
and displaced forwards; the articular surface is covered, you ob- 
serve, but very imperfectly, by cartilage, and has evidently not 
been used for along period as part of a joint. The ends of the 
radius and ulna, which were once articulated with it, are dis- 
placed backwards, the tip of the coronoid process resting in the 
posterior hollow of the humerus, and the olecranon projecting 
proportionately backwards. The operation was conducted essen- 
tially after the method which I have described to you; but owing 
to the unusual form of the bones, in addition to the fibrous union 
that existed between them, the proceeding was far more difficult 
than it is in ordinary cases of disease, or even of anchylosis, and 
I believe that no other incision than that of the H form would 
have enabled me to obtain sufficiently free access to the parts. I 
lately strongly recommended this form of incision to you and told 
you that itis what Moreau originally used, and what I have 
always practised; and you may therefore imagine that [ was 
much surprised to find, in a work which has been sent to me by 
its author, M. Guerin, giving the latest Parisian views upon oper- 
ative surgery, (for it is dated 1855,) the statement that I make 
use of the simple longitudinal incision, which I consider to be the 
most objectionable of all. This shows how careful you should be 
in accepting such statements; and I may here remark that the 
surgery of Paris, which a hundred years ago was, without doubt, 
the best in Europe, is at present characterized by frivolity, pre- 
tension, and total disregard of practical utility. 

[Everything went on favorably, the arm_ being dressed at inter- 
vals of two days with pads of dry lint, and a figure-of-8 bandage, 
as at the time of the operation; the stitches being removed as 
they became loose by ulceration, and strips of adhesive. plaster 
substituted till union had become firm. The method of dressing, 
which is that always employed by Mr. Syme for these cases, 
unless there be some special circumstance to contraindicate it, 
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necessarily involved some slight movement of the elbow from the 
first; but after about ten days some degree of passive motion was 
purposely given, in order to insure mobility of the elbow. On the 
sth of July, little more than four weeks after the operation, Mr. 
Syme showed the boy to the class. At that time the elbow was 
almost completely healed; the arm could be bent and extended 
nearly to the full extent, and passive pronation and supination 
were almost perfect ; the boy could also litt considerable weights 
with the arm, but was discouraged from making such attempts 
for the present. He left the hospital on the Ist of February ; at 
that time the elbow was completely healed. Passive motion of 
the limb could. be performed to the full extent, and he could also 
bend and extend the arm through a small angle without the assist- 
ance of the other hand, and had very considerable power of pro- 
nation and supination; the arm was still gaining strength, and 
within the last few days he had been able to carry a large tea- 
kettle full of water in that hand. Mr. Syme, in speaking of the 
vase in his lecture, said:— 

It has often been a question—What is the condition of the 
parts after excision of the elbow-joint has been performed, and 
the arm has recovered its powers of motion? Supposing the state 
of things to be the same as in an ununited fracture, there would 
be merely a mass of ligamentous texture between the bones. 
With regard to this point, 1 would refer you to a probationary 
essay written on the subject of Ununited Fracture by my old 
friend Dr. Sharpey, of London, when a candidate for the fellow- 
ship of the College here. I had myself, till within the last few 
days, had only one opportunity of examining a limb after excision 
of the elbow; in that case, there was only ligamentous union, but 
the examination was made within one year of the operation ; but 
{ am now in a position to show you the condition of matters at a 
much later period, which I regard as of extraordinary interest. 
The patient was admitted into the hospital, under the care of Dr. 
Dunsmure, on account of a railway injury, of which he died, and 
the following account of him while in the hospital has been 
furnished me by Dr. David Christison, house-surgeon to Dr. 
Dunsmure :— 

“ALE , aged thirty-eight, was admitted on the 17th of 
December. He had sustained a compound fracture of both legs: 
one so severe that amputation of the thigh was at once performed. 
He died about eight days afterwards. He was a tall, very mus- 
cular man, weighing fourteen stone. About nine years ago, he 
was recommended by some surgeons to lose his left arm, on ac- 
count of disease of the elbow-joint. This was in Aberdeen; but 
he resolved, before submitting to amputation, to consult Mr. 
Syme. He accordingly came to Edinburgh in 1846, when excis- 
ion of the elbow-joint was performed in thig hospital by Mr. Syme 
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The patient stated that he made a rapid recovery, and had since 
been employed as a guard on the Edinburgh and Glasgow Rail- 
way. When questioned as to the use of his arm, he always made 
the same reply, that he knew no difference between it and the 
other limb, that he could lift an equal weight with them, and 
that in swinging himself about from one carriage to another, when 
the train was in motion, and such other dangerous proceedings, 
he trusted one limb quite as much as the other. On accurately 
comparing the mobility of the two joints, one could observe that 
the extent of motion was not so great on the side where excision 
had been performed as on the other; but flexion, extension, pro- 
nation, and supination were as perfect as could be desired for all 
useful purposes. The external aspect of the joint was wonderfully 
natural, the most obvious deficiency being the absence of the ole- 
eranon. ‘The limb was not quite so muscular as that of the oppo- 
site side.” 

The ends of the bones concerned in the elbow were removed 
after death; they have been since dissected carefully, and are 
now before yeu. 

“The elbow has a very remarkable appearance ; the ends of the 
bones concerned, though quite different in shape from the normal 
condition, being yet so adapted to each other as to form a secure 
hinge-joint. The ulna is devoid of either olecranon or coronoid 
process, and instead of embracing the end of the humerus, is re- 
ceived, along with the radius, into the forked end of the os 
humeri. This form of the last-named bone appears to have been 
produced by the growth downwards of the two processes which 
appear to be entirely new formations. The ulna is separated a 
short distance from the humerus, the interval being occupied by 
a rather lax and vascular ligamentous union, of which a portion 
has been left as a specimen; but the radius forms, with the 
humerus, a true articulation, lubricated with synovia; the surface 
of the radius, where it touches the humerus, is rounded, the cor- 
responding concave part of the humerus fitting accurately to it; 
these surfaces are in part covered with fibro-cartilage, and partly 
bare, and of porcellaneous hardness ; but it is interesting to observe 
that a bare part of one bone is always opposed by a cushion of 
fibro-cartilage upon the other. The radius and ulna are also 
adapted to each other; the tuberosity of the radius, into which 
the tendon of the biceps is inserted, being received into a conca- 
vity of the ulna, formed in part by a growth of the latter bone, 
upwards, into a process that curves over the rounded end of the 
radius, and gives attachment both in front and behind to a strong 
and distinct orbicular ligament, which is but loosely connected 
with the radius, and allows of its free play in rotation. To com- 
pensate for loss of the head of the radius, which was removed in 
the operation, a prominent lip has grown out around the upper 




















1855.] Record of Medical Science. 471 


margin of the bone at its outer part, which thus has a purchase 
on the orbicular ligament, like the natural head. Between the 
radius and ulna there is partly loose ligamentous union, and 
partly a true articulation, lined with synovial membrane; the ex- 
panded insertion of the tendon of the biceps serving to cover the 
articulating part of the radius, while the depression on the ulna is 
lined with the nearest approach to pure cartilage that is to be 
found in this elbow. To the naked eye it looks quite like carti- 
lage; and under the microscope differs from it only in the fact 
that the matrix is obscurely fibrous. Two strong lateral ligaments 
join the extremities of the processes of the humerus to the orbien- 
lar ligament on the one side, and tothe ulna on the other; a 
separate piece of bone (sesamoid) is embedded in the internal 
lateral ligament at its juncture with the ulna. The extremity of 
the prolongation of the ulna, upwards, is also a separate piece 
united to the rest by ligament. The anterior ligament of the joint 
has been cut away; it was extremely strong, so as to compensate 
for the absence of the olecranon in checking backward movement 
of the forearm beyond the limit of complete extension ; it was at- 
tached above to the anterior surface of the humerus, and below to 
the upper edge of the orbicular ligament, and the anterior surface 
of the ulna; there was also a strong posterior ligament. It will 
be observed that there has been in this elbow a great growth of 
bone as well as of ligament. As Mr. Syme remarked, it would 
appear as if the humerus had labored under the delusion that it 
was to unite with the other bones, and material had been thrown 
out, as in a fracture, adapted for forming osseous union; but, as 
in an ununited fracture, the motion of the parts has prevented the 
formation of bone, except in some directions, the union being else- 
where ligamentous, and in some parts the prolonged free use of 
the joint has led to the formation of a true articulation, with ac- 
curately adapted osseous surfaces, either covered with fibro-carti- 
lage, or smoothed over by porcellaneous deposit, and lubricated 
with synovia.” 


Crmicat Lecrore on Hyperrropry or THE Prostate, wiTn Re- 
TENTION OF Urine. Delivered at the London Hospital, by Joun 
Apams, Esq., F. R. O 8., Surgeon of the Hospital.— Gentlemen : 
These cases of prostatic hypertrophy are of everyday occurrence. 
Their importance may be approximately estimated by their fre- 
quency, and the disastrous consequences to which they too often 
lead. Iam therefore glad to have the opportunity of directing 
your attention to-day to this subject. 

We have received into this hospital during the last year 177 
cases of retention of urine, from all causes. Of these only six 
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have happened to females—the rest to males. The reason of this 
vast disproportion is obvious enough. The length of the urethra 
in the male, the existence of various muscles surrounding it, the 
position of the prostate gland at its commencement, the lodgment 
sometimes of small calculi in various parts of it, the existence of 
stricture (which is a disease almost exclusively of the male ure- 
thra,) the severe attacks of inflammation to which the urethra is 
liable in gonorrhoea, all these causes predispose the male subject 
to retention of urine, and explain the important fact alluded to. 
1 may also mention the injuries to which the male urethra is liable. 
all of which lead to a similar result. Now, I think I may venture 
to assert that, of all'these sources of obstruction, hypertrophy of 
the prostate gland is the most common cause of the retentions of 
urine which are brought to this hospital. I regret that the statis- 
tics of the hospital do not give us information on this subject; but 
in future a better system of registry, now about to be adopted, will 
supply the omission. 

This enormous mass of cases, which almost invariably come 
under your own immediate inspection and treatment (independent 
of the surgeon,) gives you such a field of practical experience as 
cannot be obtained anywhere but at institutions like this. I am 
sure you must have remarked that it is my invariable custom to 
habituate the dressers of this hospital to the introduction of the 
catheter in all cases; and even in the worst cases of stricture, 
requiring the nicest manipulation, if I find that a student under 
my direction succeeds in the passing of an instrument into the 
bladder, I confide the case at once to him to bring it to a success- 
ful termination. 1] dare say you remember my saying to one of 
the students, in the beginning of the present session, in allusion 
to a case of retention of urine, that the best clinical instruction I 
could give was to teach him to pass a catheter. The consequence 
of all this is, that the surgeon is seldom sent for to cases of reten- 
tion. The house-pupils, under the eye of the house-surgeon, have 
generally done the business before his usual visit. It is, of course, 
not always so, as the present case exemplifies. 

Let me now consider the case before us; here is a case of reten- 
tion of urine, occurring in an old man of sixty-seven, who was 
the subject of a similar affection about a fortnight ago. Le could 
not explain the cause, but says that he was called on to pass urine 
many times in the night, and at eight in the morning complete 
retention came on, The very simple fact of the age of the patient 
should at once arrest your attention, as it is a most important 
clement in estimating the cause of the retention. An old woman 
slips upon the pavement, and injures her hip, and cannot walk ; 
she is brought to the hospital, and, without examination, you at 
once infer that she has fractured the neck of the thigh-bone. So 
retention of urine, occurring in an old man, leads you to the con- 
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clusion that the retention arises from enlargement of the prostate 
gland, and this is generally the case. Nevertheless, you ought 
to inquire into the history of the patient’s case, and he will tell 
you, perhaps, that he never had any complaint in these parts, or 
any difficulty in passing urine, until during the last six months, 
when he has found that he has been called upon more frequently 
to pass his urine, especially during the night, and that the stream 
of urine, although sufficiently full, perhaps, has lost much of its 
force. Sometimes there has been a great deal of pain accompany- 
ing the efforts at expulsion. Well, with the briet history which 
you gather from your patient, your notion or idea is strengthened ; 
but to set the question at rest, you pass your finger per anum, 
and at once all doubt vanishes, as you fee! the gland enlarged, 
possibly to the size of your fist. It is a curious fact that patients 
seldom experience any pain during the progress of the enlarge- 
ment; but I have often ascertained that a slight tingling sensation 
on the d6rsal aspect of the glans penis, in the course of the dorsal 
nerve, has been experienced, but no importance has been attached 
to it; in fact, a man will say that he never knew that he had any 
disease about him of the nature of enlargement at the neck of his 
bladder, until informed of it by his surgeon. You have now 
ascertained the cause of the disease, and you proceed to act accord- 
ingly. There is no use in wasting your time, and exhausting 
your patient’s strength, by leeching, purging, warm baths, &c.; 
the catheter is the wnicum remedium, and to this you at one 
resort. You call for a prostatic catheter, place your patient at the 
edge of the bed, or in the erect position, introduce the instrument 
secundum artem, and draw the water off. You then take out the 
catheter, order the patient to bed, and anticipate the necessity of 
a re introduction of the instrument in three or four hours. | say 
in three or four hours, for you will usually find that the water 
begins to pour down rapidly from the kidneys, and the bladder is 
re-filled, and requires, even more urgently than before, to be 
emptied; or possibly the passing of the catheter has ruptured 
some of the large veins in the neighborhood of the prostate, and a 
very considerable quantity of blood has become mixed with the 
urine, to the great increase of the contents of the bladder. The 
bladder should be entirely emptied at each introduction of the 
catheter. . 

To proceed with the case: there was a difficulty which could 
not be overcome. The dresser of the previous week, under whose 
care he had been relieved, and who had recognised the case as 
one of enlarged prostate, by examination per anum, was foiled. 
The prostatic catheter was passed up to the hilt; and the clastic 
catheter was used without effect. No very small instruments 
were used in the case. It now became my duty, at the usual visit. 
to examine the case for myself, and to relieve the patient at al! 
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hazards. I was apprised of the nature of the case, and finding 
that the ordinary instruments had been unsucce ssefally used, I 
directed the patient to stand up, and took a full-sized elastie cathe- 
ter, without stylet, straightened the instrument, and passed it 
along r the urethra. I felt it hitch against the prostate ; and, hav- 
ing withdraws it about an inch, | advanced it again, and it entered 
the bladder at once. Gentlemen, there is no mistaking the sensa- 
tion experienced as the catheter enters the bladder. It goes in, 
as the Americans would say, s/ick; and I dare say you knew the 
meaning of that term. 

My object, in the present lecture, is to explain the reason why 
one instrument sueceeds in one case, another in another. Mark 
me; I take no credit for the success of the manceuvre in this 
ease. We are all liable to be foiled in our best endeavors; and I 
do not give much credit to those who say they are never foiled in 
passing a catheter, An inspection of the preparations preserved 
in all our museums will show why their efforts have been crowned 
with success (such as it is). Perforation of the prostate stands in 
judgment against them. I cannot help tkinking, that after fumb- 
ling about a case for a long time, our fingers get fatigued, and 
refuse to obey our inclination or w ill; and this is a cause of failure. 
A fresh surgeon comes forward ; he gains knowledge by the tail- 
ing attempts of his predecessors ; he takes the very instrument 
they have not taken, and, with these advantages, no wonder he 
succeeds. If you will take pains to examine the bodies of patients 
who have died of retention of urine, aud dissect out the bladder 
and urethra, you will find that the prostate enlarges in various 
directions. Sometimes it is the left globe which is enlarged ; 
sometimes it is the right; sometimes both are enlarged together, 
as is very generally tound to be the case; but most frequently, 
the third or middle lobe is the seat of the enlargement, and by 
rising up at the orifice of the urethra, it dams up the bladder 
indeed, John Hunter called it the valve of the urethra—and_pre- 
vents the urine from escaping. Attention to these varied condi- 
tions will, I think, often explain why one instrument will pass 
more readily than another, in particular cases. Thus the middle 
lobe being the seat of enlargement, and the cause of retention, if 
this body rises up equally, the urethra elongates to a great qxtent, 
and it requires, first, a large, long catheter—long to traverse the 
entire length of the canal—and large, to prevent it hitching in the 





prostatic sinus; next, that the point of the instrament should be 
tilted up, either by depressing the handle, or by inserting the 
finger per anum, so as to carry it well over the projecting third 
lobe; a gentle pushing forward of the catheter is then requisite, 
and the bladder is entered at once. 

In other cases, the lateral lobes of the gland are unequally en- 
larged, the third lobe being free from any extraordinary increase 
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of size, and the retention is due to the coaptation of the two lateral 
lobes, which sometimes dovetail into one another, and the urethra 
becomes devious sly directed to one side or the other. In this case, 
the large silver prostatic catheter will not answer, and either ¢ 
smaller instrument, or one with a small abrupt curve, (suc h as i 
now show you,) or, what I think is much better, a large elastic 
vatheter, without a stylet, should be gently pushed along the ure- 
thra; it will gradually make its way through the winding chan- 
nel, and enter the bladder at once. I think, in the case before 
us, the prostate has been enlarged in this latter method, and 
hence the facility with which the catheter was introduced. lam 
almost tempted, in some cases, to try a long, nearly straight, 


silver catheter, but of course this would not answer in cases of 


hypertrophy of the third lobe; but if this be enlarged, and inclined 
more to one side than the other, the elastic catheter, introduced 
as | have just stated, may make its way more readily and easily 
than even the large prostatic catheter. Sir Benjamin Brodie gen- 
erally employs the elastic catheter; and there is an obvious ad- 
vantage in its employment as a general rule—namcely, that, inde- 
pendent of other considerations, it is more easily retained in the 
bladder, if you wish to keep it in. 

Let us further examine the case before us, and apply what we 
have just said: it appears, in the report, that the old man passed 
his urine himself, after the first day. Now, can we expli iin this ¢ 
you may ask. Where is the enlargement to which the retention 
was attributed Is it gone so rapidly? These questions no doubt 
suggest themselves, and are » pertinent enough, and I offer the fol- 
lowing ; explanation:—There has been superadded to the hyper- 
trop hy of the prostate vascular congestion, and this having been 
relieved by the bleeding occasioned by the @atheter, and by the 
rest, purging, &e., the gland has been relieved, and has resumed 
its wonted size, (or course still much enlarged,) and the parts, 
therefore, have permitted the urine to escape. 1 can hardly think 
that anything like spasm of the prostate exists, although it is a 
muscular organ, or that it can have produced the impediment; 
and if spasm of the urethral muscles were the cause, the catheter 
could not so readily have been passed. Venous congestion—toc 
often, perhaps, overlooked—has, I think, been the immediate 
cause of the retention of urine. I know instances of cases which 
have led me to this conclusion. I knew an old gentleman who 
always suffered retention after a nocturnal emission. In this case 
one can hardly suspect any sudden increase of size of the gland, 
except such as may have resulted from vascular congestion. 

I need only say, in er go that the case before us, having 
been completely relieved by the use of the catheter, employed 
night and morning for several days, is discharged, with the cer- 
tainty that at some future time he will return to us, and require a 
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similar mode of treatment; and so he will go on until the termi- 
nation of his life, the intervals of retention being briefer and 
briefer, unless you put him in a way to do something for himself, 
of which I shall speak at another lecture.—Zondon ‘Lancet. 


Tur Trearment or Acne Rosacea. By James Morris, M. D., 
F. R. C. S.—Acne Rosacea has, perhaps, received a suflicient 
share of attention to necessitate some apology for writing on the 
subject. My apology must be sought in the recommendations 
which I have to give with respect to its treatment. ‘Those who 
dip into the literature of this disease will have no reason to com- 
plain of the paucity of remedies recommended, and the copious 
list is generally preceded by some discouraging presage, under 
the head of prognosis; thus Rayer says, ‘*Cuperosa is curable 
when the subject of it is young, the eruption recent and slight, and 
the pustules not very numerous. On the contrary, when it shows 
itself in adult age, is connected with chronic affection of the diges- 
tive organs, or when it is hereditary, of long standing, and of 
large extent, the best treatment rarely succeeds.” Schedel calls 
it **an obstinate disorder, and in many cases incurable.” Eras- 
mus Wilson finds it “very intractable;” and Dr. Copland con- 
siders the ** treatment generally unpromising.” 

It would seem that in all this the disease is but supporting an 
ancient reputation, for Falstaff is made to say to Bardolph—* Do 
thou amend thy face, and [ll amend my life.” As considerable 
confusion has arisen in the works of dermatologists, by unnecessa- 
rily increasing the number of species of acne, in order to remove 
any doubt to which form of the disease I am referring, I quote a 
lescription by Erasmus Wilson, from his popular work on the 
Skin, the comic vein of which must be pardoned on account of the 
accuracy of the picture. After proposing for the complaint the 
new synonym of the * besieger,” he says, “It begins, for example 
by very slowly throwing up a mound of red skin, and for months, 
perhaps, goes no further; then we sce a chain of low barrows, ex- 
tending to another mound in the act of rising; sometimes two 


chains passing in different directions, or perhaps a mound in the 
distance, which the chain goes to meet. These operations are 
always — le for their slowness, bat not less for their cer- 
tainty of success, for wherever the skin is hemmed in by these 
pimply ridges, it is as deeply red as the pimples themselves; and 
after atime, when the whole nose, probably, and a considerable 
extent of the adjacent face is covered by them, both the latter — 
the intermediate skin are marked by large veins, which spre: 

their branches like tributary streams of a large river. Seas. 


out 
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sionally, small collections of yellow matter form upon these pim- 
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ples, but this is by no means their common character. They pre- 
serve a heightened color under all circumstances, but undergo a 
change having relation to the state of the blood flowing through 
them. Thus, for example, when the circulation is active, they are 
fully distended and brightly red; while, in cold weather, or under 
the influence of causes which retard circulation, they are bluish 
or even livid in hue.” 

In discussing the appropriate treatment of this affection, one 
most important question meets us at the outset. It is, or is it not, 
generally symptomatic of disease of the liver # And this question 
resolves itself into two, which require separate consideration. 
First, does it frequently accompany serious disease of the liver? 
To this I think it must be answered that the association is not 
rare. The second question is, what relation does it bear to the 
hepatic affection ¢ To this I would reply merely that of acciden- 
tal co-existence. This distinction has not been adequately attend- 
ed to. That the association with disease of the liver cannot be 


very infrequent is to be inferred partly from the impossibility of 


otherwise accounting for the general belief that the two maladies 
are in some way related; and, besides that, I have myself seen 
two unmistakeable instances of this connexion, I find Dr. Cop- 
land saying, ‘*A rosacea often precedes serious disease of the liver 
more frequently co-exists with it, and most commonly indicates a 
congested and obstructed state of this viscus.” It is needless to 
multiply quotations, but many such are to be found. This doc- 
trine appears to have controlled the treatment in a most mischiev- 
cus manner, and it has done so the more effectually that, in as far 
as co-existence is concerned, it is founded in fact. Thus, the 
author above quoted recommends blood-letting, leeches to the 
liver, thighs, and feet, liquor potasse, with many other things, 
but he makes no mention of tonics. Ambrose Paré went further; 
he advised copious blood-letting—a proceeding doubtless capable 
of blanching the reddened parts; besides taking blood from the 
basilic vein, the forehead, and the nose, he recommends leeches 
over the face, and cupping between the shoulders; but all this 
may perhaps have been moderate in his time. That the suppres- 
sion of this eruption is not followed by any injurious effect upon 
the liver, is inferred on these grounds; besides curing a consider- 
able number of cases where the liver was unaffected, the patients, 
with scarcely an exception, enjoyed afterwards better health than 
they had done before. I have also cured the eruption, with only 
the simplest precautions, in two cases of hepatic affection, the 
occurrence of jaundice, with induration and enlargement of the 
liver, together with other symptoms, removing all doubt from the 
diagnosis; and certainly no unfavorable effect was manifested 
upon the disease, the paticnts having remained Jong afterwards 
under my observation. Moreover, acne rosacea is now recognised 
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as a disease of the subaceous follicles; it is indeed probable that 
the fatty secretion of these follicles may to some extent relieve the 
liver; but it may be fairly asked which is likely to give most re- 
licf, an inflamed ora healthy gland? We know that in glands 
the first sign of subsiding inflammation is generally restoration of 
the natural secretion, and the effect of the treatment proposed for 
this affection is not to suppress the subaceous secretion, but to 
restore it to a healthy state. Rayer, who connects his cuperosa 
with chronic gastro-enteritis, adds—* Its dependence on an affec- 
tion of the liver is more rare and difficult to ascertain, notwith- 
standing the old and repeated assertions to the contrary.” Plumbe 
disbelieved even the association with disease of the liver, though 
he says, “In the only case I have met with, where hard drinking 
did not form part of the habits of the patient, an extraordinary 
appetite, not of the most delicate kind, was well known to exist.” 
This last, I think, is not borne out by later experience. Lle re- 
commends, however, a ‘tonic plan,” which, he says, he ** had 
followed with pretty uniformly successful results.” My own cases 
lend strong support to this recommendation of Plumbe; and 
though it would be rash to affirm that such cases require depletive 
treatment, yet they must be in very small proportion to those 
requiring tonics, Now, purgatives are useful adjuncts in females; 
where the disease has been accompanied by leucorrheea, a frequent 
occurrence, striking benefit has been derived from the use of iron 
mixture with compound decoction of aloes. In several instances 
palpitation, and, in one, morbus cordis, from previous rheumatism, 
were associated with the eruption. The local treatment is of the 
highest importance, and the agent which I wish to place more 
prominently before the profession for this purpose is sulphur. I 
advocate its claims with the more freedom, as it is no new remedy, 
and has obtained weighty suffrages in past years. Thus Rayer 
says—** Cold sulphurous applications, en douche and en arrasoir, 
are very efficacious in restoring the skin to its natural state.” 
Other similar opinions might be added. In one remarkable in- 
stance this application readily effected a cure after the patient, a 
lady, had suffered the vexation of the complaint for twenty years, 
and had undergone an immense varicty of treatment without bene- 
fit, ending with the homceopathic; in other cases the same result 
speedily followed after four and six years. It would seem that the 
sulphur works its way into the sebaceous follicles, where it pro- 
bably dissolves to some extent in the oily secretion. It has been 
recommended as an internal remedy, in which case it might reach 
the same position, as it is climinated by these glands when taken 
for any period. The form in which I have invariably used it, is 
recommended by Mr. Erasmus Wilson tor the treatment of acne 
in geueral. In my hands it has appeared to possess little, if any, 
infiuence over the punctated form; while for the rosaccous variety 
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,it appears to be the remedy. It is as follows:—A drachm of cam- 


phor is puiverized with alcohol; twice as much milk of sulphur 
is then added, (Mr. Wilson recommends sulphur sublimatum;) 
alterwards distilled water, to render it sufficiently liquid for use. 
This lotion is smeared with the finger over the face freely at night, 
apd more sparingly in the morning; the eflect is generally very 
soon apparent, and is often most striking. The lac sulphuris often 
contains as much as sixty per cent., of sulphate of lime; this does 
not appear to interfere with the action of the remedy. ‘This pre- 
paration is preferable, on account of its minute sub division, which 


makes it less irritating, and also for its whiteness. The use of 


this lotion should be persisted in for a considerable period if the 
blotches return; and if the surface be thus preserved in a healthy 
state, Nature will gradually restore the deeper-seated structures 
to their normal condition. It does not appear to lose its efficacy 
by continued use. In conclusion, this annoying malady cannot 
be concealed ; it obtains little commiseration; and if it be ren- 


dered in any degree a rare spectacle by the general adoption of 


what the writer believes to be an improved treatment, he will 
have amply attained his object in writing this paper.— Lancet. 


A Scccessrut Metruop or Treavinc Acure Ruevmarism. By 
A. Lb. Garrop, M. D., Physician to University College Hospital. 
—The author after a few pre:iminary remarks, observed, that he 
was induced, in May, 1852, to try a new method of treating 
acute rheumatism; and finding great success at first, resolved 
steadily to pursue the plan, and has done so up to the present 
time. The object of his communication has been to record the 
method adopted by him, and also the results obtained in fifty-one 
cases of rheumatic fever which have been admitted, under his 
vare, in University College Hospital, during the last two years 
and three quarters. The main part of his plan of treatment con- 
sists in the administration, in a diluted form, of two secruple doses 
of bicarbonate of potash, every two hours, day and night, until the 
patient has been free from all articular affection and febrile dis- 
turbance for two or three days, using local depletion over the 
heart’s region, if any cardiac disease is present or threatened. 
The author then detailed three cases of rheumatic fever, illustra- 
ting this mode of treatment; the first, a girl, ten years old, in 
which the duration under treatment was five days, the total dura- 
tion eight; the second, a young man, aged twenty, with a compli- 
eation of heart disease, where the duration under treatment was 
eight; the total duration fifteen days; the third, a young woman, 
aged eighteen years, in the fifth attack, the former ones having 
always lasted for a month or five wecks, but which, by the adop- 
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tion of this plan, yielded in nine days, total duration being but 
thirteen days, four having elapsed before her admission into the 
hospital. He afterwards gave a table of fifty-one cases of acute 
rheumatism ; and of each patient the following particulars are 
noted:—The age, occupation, hereditary predisposition ; the num- 
ber and causes of attack; the symptoms before admission ; the 
symptoms during treatment; the nature of treatment; and the 
duration of the disease. From these cases, the following deduc- 
tions are made, viz: that in twenty males the duration of the 
disease under treatment averaged between six and seven days, 
and the total duration between eleven and twelve days; and in 
thirty-one females, the disease under treatment averaged from 
seven to eight days, and the total duration between fifteen and 
sixteen days—giving in all an average under treatment of seven 
days and a half; and, for the total duration, about thirteen days 
and a half. The author then alluded to the influence of the bi- 
carbonate of potash when administered in large and frequent doses 
upon the different organs and functions of the body ;, and remarked 
that it produces neither nausea, vomiting, nor purging—in fact, 
no symptom of gastro-intestinal irritation. It now induces a 
strongly alkaline condition of the urine, causes it to effervesce 
freely, with excess of acid, but does not appear to promote an in- 
crease in the quantity of the secretion. It appears to render the 
secretion of the skin less acid—sometimes almost neutral. That 
it acts asa powerful controller of the heart’s action, reducing 
greatly the frequency of the pulse, but without causing the faint- 
ness often produced by digitalis, colchicum, &e. That it proba- 
bly increases the alkalinity of the serum of the blood, and dimi- 
nishes the coagulability of the altered fibrine occurring in rheu- 
matic fever; and hence, probably, checking or preventing the 
deposits of lymph on the endo- or peri-cardium. He (Dr. Garrod) 
stated his opinion, that the influence of the bicarbonate was felt 
not only in shortening the duration of the articular affection, but 
also in preventing or moderating the cardic disease. After enu- 
merating many details of the method adopted, and the value of 
certain adjuncts, as opium, calomel, and occasional general deple- 
tion, he proceeded to recommend a plan of treatment, which, from 
his experience, he considered calculated to ensure the greatest 
amount of success, and thought it probable that the total duration 
of the disease might, on the average, be reduced to about ten 
days,—provided that the treatment was adopted early, and no 
serious complication existed. 

Dr. Cortanp inquired whether the author of the paper had 
used the bicarbonate of soda, and what were the results. The 
alkaline treatment of rheumatism had been long in use. * In his 
treatise on that disease he had recommended, atter the proper 
evacuation of the bowels, that the decoction of bark with alkalies 
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should be resorted to. He mentioned some cases in which the 


disease appeared to have been cut short by the following plan of 


treatment:--A powder, consisting of half a drachm of magnesia 
and the same quantity of milk of sulphur was given night and 
morning, and bark with alkalies, as mentioned above, three times 
during the day. Alkalies had been recommended many years 
since by a friend of his, in a work entitled, ‘* The Simple Treat- 
ment of Disease.” 

Dr. Dickson remarked that Dr. Garrod’s cases occurred in hos- 
pital patients, and we were ignorant of the real results of the treat- 
ment recommended. He could not but think that such large 
doses of alkalies must in the end be very injurious. He thought 
the treatment of rheumatism should be of a more vigorous charac- 
ter, and that mercury and other agents which had a decided 
effect on the liver would relieve the patient quicker than any 
other remedies. He had seen much benefit result in such cases 
from quarter of a grain doses of alcoholic extract of aconitine ad- 
ministered every six hours. He should be glad to kiiow the ulti- 
mate effect of such large doses of alkalies on the system, 


Dr. Coprtanp had seen good effects from the alcoholic extract of 


aconitine. In some cases of protracted rheumatisin, ansmia pre- 
sented itself, and was best treated by iron and bark. 

Dr. Garrop had not tried the bicarbonate of soda, his object 
being to determine the effects of simple treatment, and the results 
of asingle remedy. His experience of the benctit of the potash 
treatment had been confirmed by that of many of his friends. He 
did not mean to say that no other remedics should be employed ; 
on the contrary, opiates, or extract of aconitine, might be often 
used with great advantage. Dicarbonate of soda would probably 
be as useful as the potash; but he had not had time to determine 
this. Several of the cases he had recorded had been cured ina 
very short time. Le would answer, that in no case had any in- 
jurious effects to the system followed the use of the potash, as he 
had seen patients at the end of two or three years alter an attack, 
and these had never had rheumatism after, The cases he had 
recorded were not all hospital patients, several of them having 
occurred in private practice. He did not think rheumatism pro- 
duced anemia; but it might occasionally require iron and quinine 
for its cure. The late Dr. Taylor had employed aconitine, but 
with little success. 

Dr. Wensrer, after speaking of the great diversity of opinion 
which existed with respect to the treatment of rheumatisin, said that 
he felt inclined to doubt the efficacy of a new remedy, so many 
having been vaunted, and afterwards abandoned. It must be re- 
membered, that Dr. Garrod’s cases occurred in patients whose 
ages varied from ten to twenty; and in these the alkaline treat- 
ment might be of use. But he (Dr. Webster) should hesitate to 
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employ it in old people. In some cases Dr. Garrod had employed 
leeches and opium, and no doubt these means had had an effect 
onthe result. Rheumatism, a few years since, was treated almost 
exclusively with acids. For his own part, he should, in young 
subjects, trust rather to calomel and opium than to alkalies, 

Dr. O'Coxnor remarked, that lemon-juice had been generally 
abandoned in hospital practice from its preducing very great pros- 
tration. He had used bicarbonate of potash in six cases of rhen- 
matism, one being a weakly child, seven years of age, with bene- 
fit. Le had trusted exclusively to this remedy—the only addition 
to it being the envelopment of the affected limb in flannel, sprink- 
led over with sulphur. He had, in cases attended with great 
prostration, used, with benefit, Bastick’s cod liver oil and quina. 
Dr. Budd was in the habit of using the nitrate and carbonate of 
potash, but in smaller doses than those recommended by Dr. 
Garrod. Dr. Corrigan had treated the disease exclusively with 
opium; Dr. Graves with opium and calomel; and Dr. Basham 
with large doses of the nitrate of potash. 

Mr. Srreerer said that it was astonishing to observe how reme- 
dies for rheumatism rose and sunk, and that we kept returning to 
old forms of treatment with some modifications. Nitrate of potash, 
tartar emetic, &c., were useful in the early stage of acute rheuma- 
tism; and when the inflammatory symptoms were gone, potash 
and bark were of service. Dr. Haygarth had recommended bark 
eighty years ago. Dr. Garrod’s cases had occurred in years when 
the constitution could not bear depletion. There was something 
in the state of the system of late years which seemed altogether to 
prohibit blood-letting. Mr. Streeter then made some remarks on 
the importance of care as to dict after a rheumatic attack, partic- 
ularly as regarded an excess of animal food, from which a relapse 
might be feared. 

Dr. Rapcuirre remarked, that to determine with precision the 
value of any plan of treating rheumatism, it was essential to know 
the natural duration of the disease. He believed that in one of 
the Brussels Hospitals it had been shown that the average dura- 
tion was ten or twelve days. 

Dr. Rogers had used the lemon-juice in cases of rheumatism, 
and had never observed any depressing effects from its use; even 
in cases where rheumatism supervened on phthisis, he had found 
it of the greatest service. Treatment by lemon-juice was, in fact, 
the alkaline treatment. Lemon-juice was an acid citrate of potash ; 
the alkali was set free in the stomach, and eliminated the materia 
morbi from the system. 

Dr. Basnam remarked, that the discrepancies with respect to 
the treatment of rheumatism originated in the confounding of 
various forms of the disease together. The acute form of the 
affection was a blood disease, the fibrinous portion of the fluid 
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being in excess, whilst the salts were deficient in quantity. He 
had employed the nitrate of potash on the plan recommended by 
Gendrin and Martin Solon, with much success; but this plan was 
not new. Dr. Brockelsby, at the close of the last century, used 
this medicine in doses of two to four drachms. He (Dr. Basham) 
believed that any treatment based on the principle of climinating 
the materia morbi from the blood was the best. Ile had seen 
much relief to the pain in the joints follow the local application 
of spongio-piline saturated with nitre. 

Dr. Garrop said, in reply to Dr. Webster's objection, that his 
patients were all young, that acute rheumatism was a rare disease 
after the age of forty-five— Lancet. 


Nore ON THE Inpvcrion oF SLEEP AND ANESTHESIA BY ComMPREs- 4 


sion or THE Carotips. By Arexanper Fiemina, M. D., Professor 
of Materia Medica, Queen’s College, Cork.—While preparing a 
lecture on the mode of operation of narcotic medicines, I thought 
of trying the effect of compressing the carotid arteries on the fune- 
tions of the brain. I requested a friend to make the first experi- 
ment on my own person. Ile compressed the vessels at the upper 
part of the neck, with the effect of causing immediately deep 
sleep. Th’s experiment has been frequently repeated on myself 
with success, and I have made several cautious but successtul trials 
on others. It is sometimes difficult to catch the vessels accurately 
but once fairly under the finger, the effect is immediate and 
decided. 

There is felt a soft humming in the ears, a sense of tingling 
steals over the body, and, in a few seconds, complete unconscious- 
ness and insensibility supervene, an continue so long as the 
pressure is maintained. On its removal, there is confusion of 
thought, with return of the tingling sensation, and in a few sec- 
onds consciousness is restored. The operation pales the face 
slightly, but the pulse is little, if at all affected. In profound 
sleep the breathing is stertorons, but otherwise free. The inspi- 
rations are deeper. The mind dreams with much activity, and a 
few seconds appear as hours, from the number and rapid succes- 
sion of thoughts passing through the brain. The experiments 
have never caused nausea, sickness, or other unpleasant symptom, 
except, in two or three instances, languor. The period of pro- 
found sleep, in my experiments, has seldom exceeded fifteen see- 
onds, and never half a minute. 

The best mode of operating is to place the thumb of each hand 
under the angle of the lower jaw, and feeling the artery, to press 
backwards, and obstruct the circulation through it. The recum- 
bent position is best, and the head of the patient should lie a little 
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There should be no pressure on the 





forwards, to relax the skin. 
windpipe. 

The internal jugular vein must be more or less compressed at 
the same time with the carotid artery ; and it may be thought that 
the phenomenon is due, wholly or in part, to the obstructed return 
of blood from the head. Iam satisfied that the compression of 
the artery, and not of the vein, is the cause. The effect is most 
decided and rapid when the arterial pulsation is distinctly control- 
led by the finger, and the face loses somewhat of its color; and, 
on the other hand, is manifestly postponed and rendered imperfect 
when the compression causes congestion of the countenance. 

This mode of inducing anzsthesia is quick and certain. The 
effects diminish immediately when the arteries are relieved from 
pressure, and are not liable to increase, as happens sometimes 
with chloroform and ether, after the patient has ceased to respire 
the vapors. So far as my experience goes, it has shown no ten- 
deucy to cause faintness; and usually, after its employment, no 
vopleasant fecling whatever remains. 

I think it may be found useful as a remedial agent in certain 
headaches, tetanus, asthma, and other spasmodic diseases, and to 
prevent painvin such small operations as the extraction of a tooth 
or the opening of an abscess. Whether the compression can be 
continued with safety sulliciently long to make it available in 
larger operations, has to be ascertained. But, whatever be the 
practical value of this observation, it is at least interesting asa 
physiological fact, and may be the means of throwing light on 
the causes of ordinary, medicinal, and hypnotic sleep, and of 
coma. Some facts encourage the supposition that the circulation 
of the brain is languid in ordinary slumber, and the etymology of 
the word carotid shows the ancient belief in the dependence of 
deep sleep on some interference with the passage of the blood 
througe these vessels; and it is not an unreasonable conjecture, 
that hypnotie sleep may be sometimes caused or promoted by the 
contracted muscles and constrained position of the neck compress- 
ing the carotid arteries, and diminishing the supply of blood to, 
and pressure on, the brain.—JMedico-Chirurgical Review. 

















DR. McMUNN’S BLIXIR OF. OPIUM. 


THIS IS THE PURE AND ESSENTIAL EXTRACT FROM THE NATIVE DRUG. 


It contaius all the valuable medicinal properties of Opium in natural combination, to the exclu- 
sion of all its noxious, deleterious and useless principles, upon which its bad effects depend. 

It possesses all the sedative, anodyne, and anti-spasmodic powers of Opium. 

_ To produce sleep and composure. To allay convulsions and Tonka action. To relieve pain and 

nervous excitement and morbid irritability of body and mind, etc., etc. 

And being purified from a the noxious and deleterious | er any its operation is attended by 

No no costiveness, no heada 

Nor any derangement of the ¢ constitution or general health. 

Hence its high superiority over Laudanum, Paregoric, Black Drop, Denarcotized Laudanum, and 
every other opiate preparation. 


The Elixir of Opium is also greatly superior to Morphine. 


1. In its containing all the active medicinal virtues of Opium in native combination, and in being its 
full resentative, while Morphine, being only one of its principles, cannot alone, and that in 
an artificial state of combination too, produce all the characteristic effects of so triumphant a 
remedy, when four or five of its other valuable principles are excluded. 

2. In its effects, the Elixir is more characteristic, permanent and uniform than any of the artificial 
compounds of Morphine. 

3. And as a Preparation, it is not liable to decompose or deteriorate like the Solutions of Morphine; 
and thus is obviated a serious objection, which has prevented the latter from being used with 
precision and effect. 

To speak summarily, the Elixir of Opium, as a remedy, may be adopted in all cases in which 
either Opium or its preparations are administered, with the certainty of obtaining all their salutary 
and happy effects, without being followed by their distressing and pernicious consequences. 

All orders from the “Trade,” must be addressed, as heretofore, to Ae Be. & D. Sands, 
Wholesale Drugygists, 100 Fulton Street, corner of William, New York. Sold by J. B. Wilder & Bro. 
and Wilson, Starbird & Smith, Louisvilie; W. H. Harrison, Cincinnati, and H. i Saat St. Louis, 





PALMER’ S PATENT LEG. 


This American invention, stands unrivalled, both in this country and in Europe. It is worn by 
1000 persons. and with most sstonisbing success. “Palmer's Patent Leg” differs radically from all 
other substitutes. It possesses a perfectly natural form and color, also it has tendons and springs, 
which give nature-like action and stability to the joints of the knee, ankle and tees. In competition 
with 30 other substitutes of the best French, English, and German manufacture, it received the award 
of the GREAT MEDAL at the WorRLD’s EXHIBITION in LONDON, as the best artificial limb known. In this 
country it has been thirty times exhibited, in competition with ali others, at the annual Fairs in the 
principal cities, and has, in every instance, received the award of the highest or first premium. And 
as a crowning honor, by the unanimous approval of an international council, the “ First Premium ”— 
only Silrer Medal given tor Limmbs—was awarded the Inventor, at the New York Cryctal Palace. 


‘ 
Pamphlets giving full information, sent gratis to every applicant. 
B. FRANK. PALMER, 
376 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





JOHN MILHAU, 
NO. 1838 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


Importer of and Dealer in Paris, London and other Chemical and Pharmaceutical Preparations; French 
Porcelain Jsrs and Store Furviture labeled ard ornamented to order; Castor Oil free from tarte and 
smell; Superior Cod Liver Oil, in barrels or bottles. 


FRENCH, SPANISH AND GERMAN SPOKEN. 


PHILADELPHIA SURGEON’S BANDAGE INSTITUTE, 
No. 4 North Ninth Street, Sixth Stove above Mai ket. 


BB. Cc. , BVERETT’S 


a PATENT GRADUATING PRESSURE TRUSSES. celebrated for curing so many cases 
ge? of Ruptures; Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder Braces, Felts, Elastic Stockings. Knee 
Caps, Suspensory and Heemorrhoidal Bandages, and Instruments for De ormities; also 
Seymour's celebrated Geivanic Supporters, 
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DR. McMUNN’S ELIXIR OF.OPIUM. 
THIS IS THE PURE AND ESSENTIAL EXTRACT FROM THE NATIVE DRUG 


It contaius all the valuable medicinal properties of Opium in natural combination, to the exelu- 
sion of all its noxious, deleterious and useless principles, upon which its bad effects depend. 





It possesses all the sedative, anodyne, and anti-spasmodic powers of Opium. 


To produce sleep ¢ nd composure To allay convulsions and spasmodic action To relieve pain and 
trritation, nervous excitement and morbid irritability of bor 





jp and mind, etc., etc 

And being puritied from all the noxious and deleterious elements, its operation is attended by 
No sickness of the stomach, no vomiting, no costiveness, no headache. 

Nor any de rangement of the constitution or general health. 





Hence its high superiority over Laudanum, Pareg 
every other opiate preparation. 


ic, Black Drop, Denarcotized Laudanum, and 


The Elixir of Opium is also greatly superior to Morphine. 


1. In its containing all the active medicinal virtues of Opium in native combination. and in being its 
full representative, while Morphine, being only one of its principles, cannot alone, and that in 
an artificial state of combination too, produce all the characteristic effects of so triumphant a 
remedy, when four or five oi its other valuable principles are excluded. 


2. In its effects, the Elixir is more characteristic, permanent and uniform than any of the artificiu 
compounds of Morphine 
And as a Preparation, it is not liable to Jecompose or deteriorate like the Solutions of Morphine; 
and thus is obviated a serious objection, which has prevented the latter from being used with 
precision and effect, 

To speak summarily, the Elixir of Opium, as a remedy, may be adopted in all cases in which 
either Opium or its preparations are administered, with the certainty of obtaining all their salutary 
and happy efleets, without being followed by their distressing and pernicious consequences 
1, as heretofore, to Ae Be. & D. Sands, 
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principal cities, and has, in « y instance, received the award of the highest or first premium. And 
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SERIES FOR 1855. 





Che Western 


oF 


MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 


dournal 


———-——  - ee — 


L. P. YANDELL, M. D., EDITOR. 


— ~~ 


The first Number of the Thirty-first Volume is now before the public. 
dated January, 1855. New subscribers can be supplied from this date. 
No Physician’s library is completed, we may venture to say, without the 

WESTERN JOURNAL, 
Which besides being a chronicle of Western Medical Information, abounds 
in matter calculated to interest every Physician. 

The Editor has filled the position he occupies in relation to it, for ten 
years. It was the first Medical Journal in the West for years, and now 
ranks among the first in the Union. 

A SERIES OF LECTURES 
On Inflammation and Ulceration of the Cerviz Uteri, by Hixxy Miter, 
Professor of Obstetrics in the Unveirsity of Louisville, opens the January 
Number for 1855, and the same will be continued in the two succeeding 
Numbers. 

22 Ail communications, containing subscription or any other business 
matter connected with the publishing department, should be addressed to 
J. F. BRENNAN, Louisville, Ky. 

And all pertaining to the editorial department, to the Editor, L. P. YAN- 
DELL, M. D., Louisville, Ky. 
LB Subscription, Three Dollars per annum. No name entered until 


the money is received. 
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DR. McMUNN’S ELIXIR OF OPIUM. 
THIS IS THE PURE AND ESSENTIAL EXTRACT FROM THE NATIVE DRUG 
It contains all the valuable medicinal properties of Opium in natural combination, to the exch 
sion of all its noxious, deleterious and useless principles, upon which its bad effects depend. 
It possesses all the sedative, anodyne, and anti-spasmodic powers of Opium 
To produce sleep and composure. To allay convulsions and spasmodic action, To relieve pain and 


trritation, nervous excitement and morlid irritability of body and mind, etc., ete. 
And being purified from all the noxious and deleterious elements, its operation is attended by 
No sickness of the stomach, no vomiting, no eostiveness, no headache, 
Nor any derangement of the constitution or yeneral health. 
Hence its high superiority over Laudanum, Paregoric, Black Drop, Denarcotized Laudanum, and 
every other opiate preparation. 





The Elixir of Opium is also greatly superior to Morphine. 





1. In its containing all the active medicinal virtues of Opium in native combination. and in being its 
full representative, while Morphine, being only one of its principles, cannot alone, and that in 
an artificial state of combination too, produce all the characteristic effects of so triumphant a 
remedy, when four or five of its other valuable principles are excluded. 

2. In its effects, the Elixir is more characteristic, permanent and uniform than any of the arfé/ 
compounds of Morphine. 

3. And as a D’reparation, it is not liable to decompose or deteriorate like the Solu/ions of Morphine; 
and thus is obviated a serious objection, which has prevented the latter from being used with 
precision and effect. 

To speak summarily. the Elixir of Opium, as a remedy, may be adopted in all cases in which 
either Opium or its preparations are administered, with the certainty of obtaining all their salutary 
and happy effects, without being followed by their distressing and pernicious consequences. 

All orders from the “Trade,” must be addressed, as heretofore, to Ae Be & D. Sands, 
Wholesale Druggists, 100 Fulton Street, corner of William, New York. Sold by J. B. Wilder & Bro. 
and Wilson, Starbird & Smith, Louisville; W. H. Harrison, Cincinnati, and H. Blakesley, St. Louis. 


PALMER’S PATENT LEG. 


This American invention, stands unrivalled, both in this country and in Europe. It is worn by 
1000 persons, and with most astonishing success. ‘Palmer's Patent Leg” differs radically from all 
other substitutes. It possesses a perfectly natural form and color, also # has tendons and springs, 
which give nature-like action and stability to the joints of the knee, ankle and toes. In competition 
with 30 other substitutes of the best French, English, and German manufactare, 4t received the award 
of the GREAT MEDAL at the WORLD’s EXHIBITION in LONDON, as the best artificial limb known. In this 
country it has been thirty times exhibited, in competition with all others, at the annual Fairs in the 
principal cities, and has, in every instance, received the award of the highest or first premium. And 
as a crowning honor, by the unanimous approval of an international council, the “ First Premium ”— 
only Silver Medal given for Limbs—was awarded the Inventor, at the New York Crystal Palace 


Pamphlets giving full information, sent gratis to every applicant. 


B. FRANK. PALMER, 


376 Chestnut Street, L’hiladelphia. 


JOHN MILHAU, 
NO. 188 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 
Importer ofand Dealer in Paris, London and other Chemical and Pharmaceutical Preparations; French 


Porcelain Jars and Store Furniture labeled and ornamented to order; Castor Oil free from taste and 


smell; Superior Cod Liver Oil, in barrels or bottles, 


FRENCH, SPANISH AND GERMAN SPOKEN. 


PHILADELPHIA SURGEON’S BANDAGE INSTITUTE, 


No. ] North Ninth reed, Nicth Store above Market. 
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SERIES FOR 1855. 


Che Clestern Journal 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY. 
L. P. YANDELL, M. D., EDITOR. 


The second Number of the Thirty-first Volume is now before the public, 
dated January, 1855. New subscribers can be supplied from this date. 
No Physician’s library is completed, we may venture to say, without the 

WESTERN JOURNAL, 
Which besides being a chronicle of Western Medical Information, abounds 
in matter calculated to interest every Physician. 

The Editor has filled the position he occupies in relation to it, for ten 
years. It was the first Medical Journal in the West for years, and now 
ranks among the first in the Union. 

A SERIES OF UBECTURES 
On Inflammation and Ulceration of the Cervix Uteri, by Henry Muiuer, 
Professor of Obstetrics in the Unveirsity of Louisville, opens the January 
Number for 1855, and the same will be continued in the two succeeding 
Numbers. 

AZ Ail communications, containing subseription or any other business 
matter connected with the publishing department, should be addressed to 
J. F. BRENNAN, Louisville, Ky. 

And all pertaining to the editorial department, to the Editor, L. P. YAN- 
DELL, M. D., Louisville, Ky. 
AX Subscription, Three Dollars per annum. No name entered until 


the money is received. 
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DR. McMUNN’S ELIXIR OF OPIUM. 


THIS IS THE PURE AND ESSENTIAL EXTRACT FROM THE NATIVE DRUG, 


It contains all the valuable medicinal properties of Opium in natural combination, to the exclu 
sion of all its noxious, deleterious and useless principles, upon which its bad effects depend 


It possesses all the sedative, anodyne, and anti-spasmodic powers of Opium. 

To produce sleep and composure. To allay convulsions and spasmodic action. To relieve pain and 
trritation, nervous excitement and morbid irritability of body and mind, ete., ete. 

And being purified from all the noxious and deleterious elements, its operation is attended by 

No sick nes of the stomach, no vomiting, no costiveness, no headache. 

Nor any derangement of the constitution or general health. 

Hence its high superiority over Laudanum, Paregoric, Black Drop, Denarcotized Laudanum, an:| 
every other opiate preparation. 


The Elixir of Opium is also greatly superior to Morphine. 


1. In its containing all the active medicinal virtues of Opium in native combination, and in being its 
full representative, while Morphine, being only one of its principles, cannot alone, and that in 
an artificial state of combination too, produce all the characteristic effects of so triumphant a 
remedy, when four or five of its other valuable principles are excluded. 

2. In its effects, the Elixir is more characteristic, permanent and uniform than any of the artificé 
compounds of Morphine. 

3. And as a Preparation, it is not liable to decompose or deteriorate like the Solutions of Morphine: 
and thus is obviated a serious objection, which has prevented the latter from being used with 
precision and effect. 

To speak summarily, the Elixir of Opium, as a remedy, may be adopted in all cases in which 
either Opium or its preparations are administered, with the certainty of obtaining all their salutary 
and happy effects, without being followed by their distressing and pernicious consequences. 

All orders from the “Trade,” must be addressed, as heretofore, to Me Be & D. Sands, 
Wholesale Druggists, 100 Fulton Street, corner of William, New York. Sold by J. B. Wilder & Bro 
and Wilson, Starbird & Smith, Louisville; W. H. Harrison, Cincinnati, and H. Blake sley, St. Louis. 


PALMER’S PATENT LEG. 





This American invention, stands unrivalled, h both in this country and in Europe. It is worn | 
1000 persons. and with most astonishing succe “Palmer's Patent Leg” differs radically from all 
other substitutes. It p es a perfectly natur: “al form and color, also it has tendons and spring-. 
which give nature-like action and stability to the joints of the knee, ankle and toes. In competition 
with 50 other substitutes of the best French, English, and German manufacture, it received the award 
of the GREAT MEDAL at the WORLD'S EXHIBITION in LONDON, as the best artificial limb known. In thi- 
country it has been thirty times exhibited, in co..petition with all others, at the annual Fairs in th 


principal cities, and has, in every instance, received the award of the highest or first premium. Ani 
as a crowning honor, by the unanimous approval of an international council, the “ First Premium 
only Silver Medal given for Limbs—was awarded the Inventor, at the New York Crystal Palace 


Pamphlets giving full information, sent gratis to every applicant,” 


B. FRANK. PALMER, 
376 Chestnut Street, L’hiladel; 
JOHN MILHAU, 
INO. 185 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 
Importer of and Dealer in Paris, London and other Chemical and Pharmaceutical Preparations ; Frence! 


Porcelain Jars and Store Furniture labeled and ornamented to order; Castor Oil free from taste an 


smell; Superior Cod Liver Oil, in barrels or bottles. 


FRENCH, SPANISH AND GERMAN SPOKEN. 


PHILADELPHIA SURGEON’S BANDAGE INSTITUTE, 


No. 4 North Ninth Street, Sixth Store above Market. 
B. Cc. EVERETT'’S: 


— PATENT GRADUATING PRESSURE TRUSSES, celebrated for curing so uiany case 
e? of Ruptures; Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder Braces, Belts, Elastic Stockings. Kuve 
Caps, Suspensory and Heemorrhoidal Bandages, and Instruments for Deformities: als 


Seymour's celebrated Galvanic Supporters. 
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WESTERN TO. 
Which besides being a chronicle of Weste arts 
in matter calculated to interest every Ph) cs , 
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years. It was the first Medical Journal in thainWe years, and now 
ranks among the first in the Union. 
On Inflammation and Ulceration of the Cervix Uri, by Hexny Mitier, 
Professor of Obstetrics in the Unveirsity of Louisville, opens the January 
Number for 1855, and the same will be continued in the two succeeding 
Numbers. 

Az All communications, containiag subscription or any other business 
matter connected with the publishing department, should be addressed to 
J. F, BRENNAN, Louisville, Ky. 

And all pertaining to the editorial department, to the Editor, L. P. YAN 
DELL, M. D., Louisville, Ky. 
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’'S ELIXIR OF OPIUM 
DR. McMUNN ‘ 
THIS IS THE PURE AND ESSENTIAL EXTRACT FROM THE NATIVE DRUG 

It contains all the valuable medicinal properties of Opium in natural combination, to the exclu- 
sion of all its noxious, deleterious and useless principles, upon which its bad effects depend 

( possesses all the sedative, anodyne, and anti-spasmodic powers of Opium. 

7 » produce sleep and composure. To altay convulsions and spasmodic action. To velieve pam and 
trritation, nervous excitement and morbid irritability of body and mind, ete. ete 

And being purified from all the noxious and deleterious elements, its operation is attended by 

No sickness of the strmach, no vomiting, no costiveness, no headach 

Nor any derangement of the constitution or general health. 

Hence its high superiority over Laudanum, Paregoric, Black Drop, Denareotized Laudanum, and 
every other opiate preparation. 

The Elixir of Opium is also greatly superior to Morphine, 


1. In its containing all the active medicinal virtue of Gotan in native combination, and in being its 
full representative, while Morphine, being only one of its principles, cannot alone, and that in 
an artificial state of combination too, — . all the characteristic effects of so Uiumphant a 
remedy, when four or five of its other valuable principles are excluded 

. In its effects, the Elixir is more charectutiatie, | permis nt and uniform than any of the artifieral 
compounds of Morphine 

3. And as a Preparation, it is not liable to decompose or deteriorate like the Solutions of Morphine: 

and thus is obviated a serious objection, which has prevented the latter from being used with 

precision and effect 

To speak summarily, the Elixir of Opium, as a remedy, may be adopted in all cases in whieh 
either Opium or its preparations are administered, with the certainty of obtaining all their salutary 
und happy effects, without being followed by their distressing and pernicious consequences ; 

All orders from the “Trade,” must be addressed. as heretofore, to Me Be. & D. Sands, 

Wholesale Drugyists. 100 Fulton Street, corner of William, New York. Sold by J. B. Wilder & Bro 

and Wilson, Starbird & Smith, Louisville; W. I. Harrison, Cincinnati, and H. Blakesley, St. Louis, 











IMPORTANT WORK ON OPERATIVE SURGERY. 


Now ready, Part IIT, completing the work. Price, $7 50 colored: $4.50 plain: or complete in one 
volume, Svo., half bound, Prices, colored, $14; plain, $8 50. Persons having perfectly clean copies of 
parts I. and IL. may have them exchanged for complete copies on paying the difference 

MANUAL OF OPERATIVE SURGEKY AND SURGICAL AY AT ge BY MM. Bernard and 
Muett Edited, with Notes and additions, and adapted to the use « American Student, by 

V1. VAN BUREN, M.D 
Professor of Anatomy, University Medical College, &c.. and Sargeon in the New York Hospital: and 
C. E. ISAACS, M. D. 
Demonstrator of Anatomy Univer-ity Medical College 

Illustrated with 114 Steel Vlates, superibly engraved and colored, expecially for this work. in Paris 
after drawings from nature, by Leveille. 

This is, beyond comparison, the most beautiful and most perfect work of Surgery ever published 
in the United States. The plates are now unequalled for accuracy and for the perfect style in which 
they are engraved 
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PUBLISHER AND IMPORTER OF BOOKS 
0.20) Broadway, New York, and No. 219 Regent street. London 


PALMER’S PATENT LEG. 


This American invention, stands unrivalled, both in this country and in Europe It is worn by 
1000 persons. and with most astonishin SUCCESS “Pelmer’s Patent Lee” differs radically from all 
other substitutes. It possesses a perfectly patural form and colvr. also it has tendons and springs, 





which vive nature-like action and atability to the joints of the knee, ankle and toes Jn competition 
with 50 other substitutes of the best French, English, and German manufacture, it received the award 
of the GREAT MEDAL at the WORLD'S EXHIBITION in LONDON, as the best artificial limb known. In this 
country it has been thirty times exhibited, in competition with all others. at the annual Fairs in the 
pring ipal cities, and has, in every instance, received the award of the highest or first premium. And 
as a crowning honor, by the unanimous approval of an international council. the “ First Premium ”— 
only Silver Medal given for Limbs—was awarded the Inventor, at the New York Crystal Palace. 
Pamphlets giving full information, sent gratis to every applicant 


B. FRANK. PALMER, 


B76 Chestnut Street, Lhiladephia, 


JOHN MILHAU, 
NO. 183 BROADWAY, NEW..YORK, 
Importer ofand Dealer in Paris, London and other Chemical and Pharmaceutical Preparations; French 


Porcelain Jars and Store Furniture labeled and ornamented to order; Castor Oil free from taste and 
smell; Superior Cod Liver Vil. in barrels or bottles 


FRENCH, SPANISH AND GERMAN SPOKEN. 
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AMERICAN ARTISTS’ UNION!! 


The AMERICAN ARiIsTs’ Unton, would respectfully announce to the citizens of the United States 


and the Canadas, that for the purpose of cultivating a taste for the fine arts throughout the country 


and with the view of enabling every family to become possessed of a gallery of Engravings 
BY THE FIRST ARTISTS OF THE AGE, 


They lave determined, in order to create an exteusive sale for their Engravings aud thus not only 
zive employment to a large number of artists and others, but inspire among our countrymen a taste 
s of art, to present to the purchaser of their enzravings, when 250,000 of them are sold, 


250,000 GIFTS, OF THE ACTUAL COST OF $150,000. 


Each purchaser of a One Dollar Engravings, therefore, receives not only an Engraving richly worth 


for work 


the money, but also a ticket which entitles him to one of the Gifts when they are distributed 


For Five Dollars, a highly finished Engraving, beautifully PAINTED in OIL, and FIVE 
GIFT TICKETS, will be sent; or Five Dotiar’s worth of splendid Engravings can be selected from 
the Catalogue. 


A copy of the Catalogue, together with a specimen ef oue of the Evgravings, ean le seen at the 


Office of this paper. 
For each Dollar sent, an engraving actually worth that sum, and a Gift Ticket, wi immediately 
be forwarded 


AGENTS. 


The Committee believing that the suecess of this Great Natioyat Uxpert gine will be aiatorinily 
promoted by the energy and enterprise of intelligent and presevering Agents, have resolved to treat 


with such on the most liberal terms 
Any person wishing to become an Agent, by sending (post paid.) $1, wit 
MAIL, & One Dollar Engraving, a “ GIFT TICKET,” a Prospectus, a Catalogue and all other necessary 


RECEIVE BY RETURN OF 


information 


On the final completion of the sale, the Giifts will be placed in the hands of a Commrres, of the 





PURCHASERS to be DISTRIBUTED, due notice of which will be given throughout the United States and the 
Canada- 
LIST OF GIFTS: 
100 Marble busts of Washington. at $lue 210.000 
wo 6 ‘ Clay lew 10.000 
li + - Ww Later, Tin) THe 
my Calhoun, Th 10.000) 
"0 elegant Oil Paintings, in splendid yilt frames, size 3x4 ft. ench low 000 
100 elegant Oil Paintings. 2x; ft. each, ) Ow 
00 steel plate Engravings, brilliantly cold in oil, rich gilt frames 24x30 im. each. lw » OO) 
10,000 elegant steel plate Engravin cold in oil, of the Washi igton, Mmument, 20x26 
in. each, ry 4 W) 
237,000 steel plate Engravings, from 100 different plates. now in possession of, and owned 
by the Artists’ Union, of the market value of, from 50 cts to 21.00 earh +7 cn 
1 first-class Dwelling, in the Sist s N.Y. City, - P20 
22 building lots in 100 and 10Ist sts., N. Y. City, each 25N100 ft. deep at Toon 22.00 
Villa Sites, containing each 16,000 sq. ft. in the suburbs of New York Cit na 
commanding a magnificent view of the Hudson River and the Long Island Sound, at i) Mt 
20 perpetual loans o feash, without interest, 01 security. of $250 each, r 
0 100 wo 
1 A) (wu) 
iu ww “My 
OO) 10.000 
Real Estate, F. J. Visscuern & Co., Real Estate Brokers, New Yort ir 


Keference in regardto the 
iers, (post paid.) with money enclosed to be addressed 
J.W. HOLBROOKE, See'ry » Broadway, ©. Y 


&e The Engravines in the eata ne are now ready for delivery 
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DR. McMUNN’S ELIXIR OF OPIUM. 
THIS IS THE PURES AND ESENTIAL EXTRACT PROM THE NATIVE DRUG 


It contains all the valuable medicinal properties of Opium in natural combination, to the exclu 
sion of all its noxious, deleterious and useless principles, upon which its bad effects depend 

It possesses all the sedative, an dyne , and anti-spasmodic powers of Opium. 

To prod uci y sleep and ¢ omposere To allay neulsions and spasmodic action. To relieve pain and 
irritation, nervous excitement and morbid irritability of body and mind, ete., ete 

And being purified from all the noxious and deleterious elements, its operation 

Vo sickness of the stomach, no vomiting, no costiveness, no headache. 

Nor any derangement of the constitution or general health. 

Hence its high superiority over Laudanum, Paregoric, Black Drop, Denarcotized Laudanum, and 
every other opiate preparation. 

The Elixir of Opium is aiso greatly superior to Morphine. 

1. In its containing all the active medicinal virtues of Opium in native combination. and in being its 

full representative, while Morphine, being only one of its principles, cannot alone, and that in 

an artificial state of combination too, produce all the characteristic effects of so triumphant a 

remedy, when four or five of its other valuable principles are excluded. 


attended by 





2. In its effects, the Elixir is more characteristic, permanent and uniform than any of the ar/ificial 
compounds of Morphine. 
3. And as a Preparation, itis not liable to decompose or deteriorate like the Solutions of Morphine; 


and thus is obviated a serious objection, which has prevented the latter from being used with 

precision and effect. 

To speak summarily. the Elixir of Opium, as a remedy, may be adopted in all cases in which 
either Opium or its preparations are administered, with the certainty of obtaining all their salutary 
and happy effects, without being followed by their distressing and pernicious consequences. 

All orders from the “Trade,” must be addressed, as heretofore, to Ae Be & D. Sands, 
Wholesale Druggists, 100 Fulton Street, corner of William, New York. Sold by J. B. Wilder & Bro 
and Wilson, Starbird & Smith, Louisville; W. H. Harrison, Cincinnati, and H. Blakesley, St. Louis 





IMPORTANT WORK ON OPERATIVE SURGERY. 


Now ready, Part III, completing the work. Price, $7 50 colored: $4 50 plain: or complete in one 
volume, Svo., half bound, Prives, colored, 314; plain, $8 50. Persons having perfectly clean copies of 
parts I. and Il. may have them exchanged for complete copies on paying the difference. 

MANUAL OF OPERATIVE SURGERY AND SURGICAL ANATOMY, BY MM. Bernard and 
Huette. Edited, with Notes and ——— and adapted to the use of the American Student, by 

V.H. VAN . REN, M.D. 
Professor of Anatomy, University seals al College. ind Surgeon in the New York Hospital: and 
Cr ISAACS, M.D 
Demonstrator of Anatomy University Medica! Colleg 

Illustrated with 114 Steel Plates, superibly engraved and colored, especially for this work, in Paris 
after drawings from nature, by Leveille. 

This is, beyond comparison, the most beautiful and most perfect work of Surgery ever published 
in the United States rhe plates are now unequalled for accuracy and for the perfect style in which 


they are engraved 
H. BAILLIERE, 
PUBLISHER AND IMPORTER OF BOOKS 
290 Broadway, New York. and No. 219 Regent street. London 





PALMER’S PATENT LEG. 


rhis American invention, stands unrivalled, both in this country and in Europe. It is worn by 





1000 persons, and with most astonishing success, * Palmer's Patent Leg” differs radically from all 
other substitutes. It sesses a perfectly natural form and color. also it has tendons and springs. 
which give nature-like action and stability to the joints of the knee, ankle and toes. In competition 
with 30 other substitutes of the best French, English, and German manufacture, it received the award 





icial limb known In this 
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of the GREAT MEDAL at the WORLD'S EXHIBITION in LONDON, as the best 
country it has been thirty times exhibited, in « ompet tion with a 





principal cities, and has, in every instance, rec t the i r first premium. And 

as a crowning honor, by the unanimous apy soval, ft 0 . the “ First Premium 

only Silver Medal given for Limbs—was awarded the Inventor, at the New York Crystal Palace 
Pamphlets giving full information. sent gratis to every applicant 


B. FRANK. PALMER, 


Chestnut Sh i elph 


JOHN MILHAUD, 
NO. 183 BROADWAY, NEWYORK, 


tudother Chemical and Pharmaceutical Preparations; Frene 
Woaiiented rier: Castor Oil free from taste ar 





Importer ofand Dealer in Paris 
Porcelain Jars and Store Furnitur 


smell: Superior Cod Liver Oil 


FRENCH, SPANISH AND GERMAN SPOKEN. 










































AMERICAN ARTISTS’ UNION!! 


a 


‘fhe AMERICAN ARrists’ Union, would respectfully announce to the citizens of the United States 
and the Canadas, that for the purpose of cultivating a taste for the fine arts throughout the country, 
and with the view of enabling every family to become possessed of a gallery of Engravings 


BY THE FIRST ARTISTS OF THE AGE, 


They have determined, in order to create an extensive sale for their Engravings and thus not only 
give employment to a large number of artists and others, but inspire among our countrymen a taste 
for works of art, to present to the purchasers of their engravings, when 250,000 of them are sold, 


250,000 GIFTS, OF THE ACTUAL COST OF $150,000. 


Rach purchaser of a One Dollar Engravings, therefore, receives not only an Engraving richly worth 
the money, but also a ticket which eutities him to one of the Gifts when they are distributed. 

For Five Dollars, a highly finished Engraving, beautifully PAINTED in OIL, and FIVE 
GIPT TICKETS, will be sent; or Five DoLLar’s worth of splendid Engravings can be selected from 
the Catalogue. 

A copy of the Catalogue, together with a specimen of one of the Engravings, can be seen at the 
Office of this paper. 

For each Dollar sent, an engraving actually worth that sum, and a Gift Ticket, will immediately 
be forwarded. 

AGENTS. 

The Committee believing that the success of this GREAT NATIONAL UNDERTAKING will be materially 
promoted by the energy and enterprise of intelligent and presevering Agents, have resolved to treat 
with such on the most liberal terms. 

Any person wishing to become an Agent, by sending (post paid,) $1, WILL RECEIVE BY RETURN OF 
MAIL, a One Dollar Engraving, a “GIFT TICKET,” a Prospectus, a Catalogue and all other necessary 
information. , 

On the final completion of the sale, the Gifts will be placed in the hands of a Commirres, of the 
PURCHASERS to be DISTRIBUTED, due notice of which will be given throughout the United States and the 
Canadas. 


LIST OF GIFTS: 


100 Marble busts of Washington, at - - - - - - - - - $100. $10,000 
100 “ “ Clay, . - - : - - - : - 100. 10,000 
100 ‘ “6 Webster, . . - - - - : - - - 100, 10,000 
100 “6 “ Calhoun, - - - - - - 100. 10,000 
50 elegant Uil Paintings, in splendid gilt frames, size 3x4 ft. each. - . : 100. 5,000 
100 elegant Oil Paintings. 2x3 ft. each, - - : - - - - - 50. 5,000 
500 steel plate Eng-avings, brilliantly col’d in oil, rich gilt frames 24x30 in. each, 10. 6,000 
10,000 elegant steel plate eae col'd in oil, of the Sct toy Monument, 20x29 
in.each, - - - - - - - - - - 4. 40,000 
7,000 steel plate ae from 100 different plates, now in AE of, and owned 
by the Artists’ Union, of the market value of, from 50 ets to $1,00 each, : : 41,000 
] first-class Dwelling, in the 31st sts., N. Y. City, - - - - - - 2,000 
2 building lots in 100 and 101st sts., N. Y. City, each 25X100 ft. deepat  - - - 1000. 22,000 


100 Villa Sites, containing each 10,000 sq. ft. in the suburbs of New York City, and 
commanding a magnificent view of the Hudson River and the Long Island Sound, at 500. 50,000 


20 — loans of cash, without interest, or security, of $250 each, : - : 5,000 
0 “ “ “ «“ “ mw“ . - 5,000 
1m “ “ “ “ “ “ nO * ~ p " 5,000 
250 - “ 7 7 “6 we 2 * » 5,000 

2,000 . - “- . - . 5 + ‘ 10, 000 


Reference in regard to the Real Estate, F. J. Visscuzr & Co., Real Estate Brokers, New York. Or, 


ders, (post paid,) with money enclosed to be addressed : 


J. W. HOLBROOKE, See’ry, 505 Broadway, N. Y. 
#3 The Engravings in the catalogue are now ready for delivery. 
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DR. McMUNN’S ELIXIR OF OPIUM. 


THIS IS THE PURES AND ESENTIAL EXTRACT FROM THE NATIVE DRUG. 


It contains all the valuable medicinal properties of Opium in natural combination, to the exclu- 
sion of all its noxious, deleterious and useless principles, upon which its bad effects depend 

It possesses all the sedative, anodyne, and anti-spasmodic powers of Opium. 

To produce sleep and composure, To allay convulsions and spasmodic action, To relieve pain and 
trritation, nervous excitement and morbid irritability 

And being purified from all the noxious and « 


No sickness of the stomach, no vomiting, no co 


body and mind, etc.. etc. 
‘terious elements, its operation is attended by 
eness, no headache 









Nor any derangement of the constitution or qener health. 
Hence its bigh one ri 
every other opiate 





Y over Laudanum, Paregoric, Black Drop, Denarcotized Laudanum, and 
reparath m. 


The Elixir of Opium is also greatly superior to Morphine. 





1, In its containing all the active medicinal virtues of Opium in native combination. and in being its 
full representative, while Morphine, being only one of its principles, cannot alone, and that in 
an artificial state of combination too, produce all the characteristic effects of so triumphant a 
remedy, when four or five of its other valuable principles are excluded 

2. In its effects, the Elixir is more characteristic, permanent and uniform than any of the arfificra 
compounds ot Morphine 
And as a J’reparation, itis not liable to decompose deteriorate like the Solutions of Morphine; 
and thus is obviated a serious objection, which has prevented the latter from being used with 
precision and effect. 
To speak summarily, the Elixir of Opium, as a remedy, may be adopted in al 


ll eases in which 
either Opium or its preparations are administered, with the certainty of obtaining all their salutary 
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and happy effects, without being followed by their distressing and pernicious consequences, 

All orders from the “Trade,” must be addressed, as heretofore, to Ae Be & D. Sands, 
Wholesale Druggists, 100 Fulton Street, corner of William, New York. §& oe dl. B Wilder & Bh 
and Wilson, Starbird & Smith, Louisville: W. H. Harrison, Cincinnati, and i Blakesley, St. Louis 


SORT ANS WORK ON OPERATIVE SURGERY. 


Now ready, Part IIIT, completing the work. Price, 27 50 colored: 34.50 plain: or complete in one 
volume, Svo., half bound, Prices, colored, 314; plain, #8 50. Persons having perfect! lean copies of 
urts |. and IL. may have them exch 1 
MANUAL OF OPERATIVE SUI 
Huetts Edited, with No 





ved for complete copies on paying the difference 
‘ERY AND SURGICAL ANATOMY, BY MM. Bernard and 
es and additions, and adapted to the use of the American Student, by 
W. HL VAN BUREN, M.1 
Professor of Anatomy, University Medical Colleze, &«.. and Surgeon in the New Yerk Hospital: and 
C. EB. ISAACS, M.D. 

Demonstrator of Anatomy University Medical College 

Iilustrated with 114 Steel Plates, superibly engraved and colored, especially for this work, in Paris, 
lrawings from nature, by Leveill 
veyord comparison, the most beautiful and most perfect worl 











of Surgery ever published 
ited States. The plates are now unequalled for accuracy and for the perfect style in which 





Hi. BAILLIERE, 
PUBLISHER AND IMPORTER OF BOOKS. 
Vo. 200 Broad New VY 1 No, 219 Regent street. Lor 


PALMER’ Ss PATENT LEG. 





This American invention, stands unrivalled, 1 this country and in Eure ype. Itis worn by 
1000 persons, and with most astonishing success aevat s Patent Leg” differs cadl uly from all 
othe re es, It possesses a perfectly natural and coor, also it has tendons and eprings, 


which give nature-like action and stability to the joints of the knee, ankle and toes. In competition 
with 30 « ‘t r substitutes of the best French, English, and German manufacture, it received the award 








of the \T MEDAL at the WORLD’s EXHIBITION in LONDON, as the best artificial limb known. In this 
country it ha en thirty times exhibited, in competition with a thers, at the annual Fairs in the 
principal cities, and has, in every instance, received the award of the highest or first premium. And 





as a crowning honor, by the unanimous approval of an international council, the * First Premium ”"— 
only Silver Medel given for Limbs-——was awarded the Inventor, a New York Crystal Palace. 

Pamphlets giving full information, sent gratis to every applicant 

B. FRANK. PALME ee 
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JOHN MILHAU, 
NO. 183 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


Importer ofand Dealer in Paris, London and other Chemic 
Porcelain Jars and Store Furniture labeled and ornaments 
smell; Superior Cod Liver Oil, in barrels or bottles. 


FRENCH, SPANISH AND GERMAN SPOKEN. 






al and Pharmaceutical Preparations ; French 
1 to order; Castor Oil free from taste and 





























AMERICAN ARTISTS’ UNION!! | 


——— 


The AMERICAN ARtisTs’ Union, would respectfully announce to the citizens of the United States 
and the Canadas, that for the purpose of cultivating a taste for the fine arts throughout the country, 


and with the view of enabling every fumily to become possessed of a gallery of Engravings 
BY THE FIRST ARTISTS OF THE AGE, 


They lave determined, in order to create an extensive sale for their Engravings and thus not only 

give employment to a large number of artists and others, but inspire among our countrymen a taste 

for works of art, to present to the purchasers of their engravings, when 250,000 of them are sold, 
250,000 GIFTS, OF TEE ACTUAL COST OF $150,000, 

Each purchaser of a One Dollar Engravings, therefore, receives not only an Engraving richly worth 
ihe money, but also a ticket which entitles him to one of the Gifts when they ure distributed. 

For Five Dollars, a highly finished Engraving, beautifully PAINTED in OIL, and FIVE 
GIB? TICKETS, will be sent; or Five DotLar’s worth of splendid Engravings can be selected from 
the Catalogue. 

A copy of the Catalogue, together with a specimen of one of the Engravings, can be seen at the 
Office of this paper. 

For each Dollur sent, an engraving actually worth that sum, and a Gift Ticket, will immediately 
be forwarded 

AGENTS. 


The Committee believing that the success of this Great NarioyalL UNDERTAKING will be materially 


promoted by the energy and enterprise of intelligent and preseyering Ayvents, have resolved to treat 
with such on the most liberal terms. 

Any person wishing to become an Agent, by sending (post paid.) $1, WiLL RECEIVE BY RETURN OF 
MAIL, a One Dollar Engraving, a * GIFT TICKET,” a Prospectus, a Catalogue and all other necessary 
informauon. 

On the final completion of the sale, the Gifts will be placed in the hands of a Commirresr, of the 
PURCHASERS to be bistRipuTED, due notice of which will be given throughout the United States and the 


Canada 


LIST OF GIFTS: 


100 Marble busts of Washington, at siovu =10,000 

Clay, - - - : - 1 10.000 

- Webster, . - - - - - - lw O00 

“ “ Calhoun, - - - - - 160 10.000 

elegant Oi) Paintings. in splendid gilt frames, size 5x4 ft. each. . . . 100, 5, 00H 

1 elegant Oil Paintings. 2x5 ft. each, - - - . . ° . 0 5.006 

steel plate Engravings, brilliantly cold in oil, rich gilt frames 24x30 in. each, 10. 5 
elegant eteel plate Engravings. cold in oil. of the Washington, Monument, 20x20 

in.each, - - - - - - - - - ° . e . * i. 40.000 


257,000 steel plate Engravings, from 100 different plates, now in possession of, and owned 


y the Artists’ Union. of the market value of, from 50 cts to #1 each - - 414K 

| first-class Dwelling, in the 51st sts., N. Y. City, - - . . 12,00) 

22 building lots in 100 and 101st sts., N. Y. City, each 25X100 ft. deep at - - - 000, 22,004 
1 Villa Sites, containing each 10,000 sq. ft. in the suburbs of New York City, and 

commanding a magnificent view of the Iludson River and the Long Island Sound, at 500 18,00 

20 perpetual loans of cash, without interest, or sec urity, of $250 each, - 5.000 

| bad lwo © - - - 5.000 

100 “6 & ss es “ ‘6 1 ‘ n - 5.000 

250) “ ‘ ss &“ “ “6 a 2 - 5.000 

2.000 ‘6s 3 “ ‘6 “ ‘“ 5 « re x ss 10.000 


Reference in regard to the Real Estate, F. J. Viascuer & Co., Real Estate Brokers, New York. Or- 
ders, (post paid,) with m mey enclosed to be addressed: 
J. W. HOLBROOKE, See’ry, 505 Broadway, N. Y 
ay The Evgravings in the catalogue are now ready for delivery 












































